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and, to do this, nothing answers the purpose butter than half.
galion glass fruit jars, fillcd with water and inverted upon
grooved boards. Strips of wood are nailed around the edges
of the boards, te provent the water from running off. After
they are full of water, the water louves the jars only as fast
as the becs sip it up from the grooves. Old bee hunters say
that bec trocs are seldom found far from streams or bodies of
water.

When becs are winterod in warm cellars they often com-
mence brceding quito extcnsively late in the winter, before it
is warni enough to place thom upon their summer stands.
Some pretty good authorities have asserted that, at such
times, net being able ta obtain water, they suffer and fre-
quently die or thirst. It is well known that, as spring ap-
proaches, iees wintering in a cellar often become uneasy
and " wo. y themsclves te death," so to speak ; but, until
the last two or threo years, the cause hua not often been at-
tributed ta a want of water. Sincu this thcory has been
advanced, quito a number of experiments have bean made
that secm to provo it correct. E. A. Thomas, of Massachu.
sets, in writing ta the American Boa Journal, says •

" Several years ago I had ·threce or four colonies get very
uneeasy in the cellar during the latter part of the winter. I
tried to quiet them by giving thern more ventilation, but
it was. of no use, they continued ta grow moto and more
uneasy toward spring. The weather -as to unsettled and
cold te put them out, and 1 -havù about given them
up for lost, when I concluded ta try an experiment. I
made hales through my ebaff mats, and inserted bat-
tics of water with cotton cloth tied over the noses, lotting
the bottle come close down te the cluster of becs. The effect
was almost magical ; they becamo perfectly quiet, and re-
mained.so until taken out ofthe cellar. These colonies had
a large amount of brood, and were hatching bees quite ta-
pidl when taken out in the spring. The next winter, about
Feb 1st, I commenced giving water te balf my becs. Soon
after, as an experiment, I took the water boule away from
the strongest colony. They soon manifested their disap-
proval by making an uproar and boiling out of the hive. I
put the bottle back, and they quieted down and remained su.
When taken out in the spring. I found tbat the oalonies.I had
given water had plenty of hatching becs, an.d from two te
four frames of brood, -while the others had little sealcd brood
and somae of them none et ail. Last winter I gave water ta
ail my becs, whioh enabled me ta keep them in the cellar
perfectly quiet until ail danger from spring dwindling was
past. I never saw a lot of becs in as good condition the first
of May-strong in numbers, and with Dlenty of hatching
brood." .

Mr. J. A. Simpson, of Illinois, purposed building a honey
bouse wih a cellar underneath it. After the cellar was fin-
ished lie w-'s taken sick, and the bouse was not built. Early
in the uinter h decided ta try wintering part of his becs in
that cellar. He first covered it with poles, and, during a
snow storm, began drawing straw with which ta cover the
poles. He had to draw the straw quite a distance, and the
result was a layer of straw and thon a layer of snow, until
the cellar was covered ta a depth of about four feet. Eighty
colonies of becs were placed in the cellar, and the heat ari-
sing from them caused the snow that was in the straw, and
ail that fll upon it during the winter, te melt and run.down
upon the hives, keeping them dripping with water nearly ail
the time. Whenever Mr. Simpsoif visited the cellar, nt the
entrance of cach hive that h examined, the bees were out in
regular circles, drinlang the water that dripped down upon
the alighting board. The becs came through in splendia
condition, not a comb'was mouldy, and there were plenty of
olad and young becs-io dysentry and no spring dwindling,

hat part of his apiary which vas put up in what was consi-
dorcd gooad shape, and kept dry acoDrding to the books, suf-
fered so badly from dysentery and spring dwindling that ho
obtained little profit from them the next season.

If space would permit, instances like the above could bu
given by the dozon. My own experience in wintering bècs
in the ocllar bas bon very limited ; but, if I should ever
have becs commence worrying while in the cellar, I sbould
cartainly give thom water. A very simple way of giving becs
water whilo in the cellar would bu te keep a wet cloth at tLio
outrance of each hive. As long as beds remained quiet I
should'not give thom water. I should nover givo them wator
for the express purpose of inducing them to commence breed-
ing. as, unless one is engagod in rearing becs or queens for
sale, or is working for incrcaso of stocks, I do not consider
extra strong colonies, carly in the spring, Pn advantage. Tho
timu to have strong colonies is when thora is honey to gather,
not when the becs are simply consumers. I sbould prefer te
have becs romain perfectly quiet, not breeding to any great
extent until the wcather is warm and settled. I must say
that I nover tried any method of wintoring that accomnlishcd
this so easily and so completely as that so well described by.
0. J. Robinson. W. Z. HurozmNsoN.
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Care during Late Moulting.
EDS. COUNTRY GENTLE31AN-Fowls that do nct moult

until late in the season are more or less liable to contraýct di-
scases, especialy roup. As fowls grow aider each year. the
period is more prolonged, and coeurs later in the scason. It
is not often that a pullet of a non-sitting breed ves her
largest percentage of egga in the first season. 'With the sit-
ters, the tendency to broodiness occurs.more frequentlyin the
second than in the first year. With this latter class of fowls
there is little difficulty in moulting. Their strength bas not
been spent beforchand with egg-production. This i the
great drain on the powers of the system. The Leghorns
are the great egg.producers. Thd Hamburgs and Mioroas
are nearly as good, and in somu instances may eclipse the
Leghorns.

Leghorn bons seldom produco the greatest amount of eggs
in the first year. It is in the.second season, when the eggs
are of the largest size, that they give the greatest numbers.
Disappointment sometimes ceurs with theose fowls, arising
from the lack of proparatory feeding. Thu food must be ex-

pended in advance, and with no grudging band. Their bodies
are small, it is true, but they will devour aconsiderable quan-
tity of food before the returns come in. When the period of
moulting arrives the bodies are greatly redueed, the feathers
drop and the bird loses appetite and runs down. Just before
this oceurs is the time ta build up by giving stimulants and
appetizers.

As cold weather and damp, chilly nig ts come on, the
fowls roally suffer more in their spent condition than during
the severity of winter, when the air is arv and te birdas are
full feathered. At this season fowls should have warm and
strengthening food. Warm mashes, flavored with pepper,
sait, and considerable grease, give tone te the failing appetite,
and encourage a steady growth. A plentiful supply af ani-
mal food is also good. Iron in the drink is of service, but
do not dose too mueh ; only sufficient ta renew the failing ap.
petite. Frequently a change of food will bring about these
results. This late fail moult frequently ruins many fine
fowls otherwise well kept. They contract disease and are a
total loss. It is not only the loss of the feathers but the
production of new ones that reduces the fowls. They must


