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Copy of tho report of a committeo of the Eon. Exeoutive
Council, dated Deoomber 11th, 1886 ; approved by the Licu-
tenant-Governor, 11th December, 1886, -

No. 501. On tho appointment of a veterinary-surgeon.

The Hon. Commissioner of Agrioulture and Publio-works,
in o memorandum, dated 11th December, 1886, reccommends
that Dr. J. A. Couture, professor of veterinary-surgery at
Laval University, be attashed to the department of agrioul-

ture and public-works as veterinary-surgeon, entrusted with | t

the duty :

1. Of watching over, for the departmeant, the oporations of
the farm assisted by a government grant for the production
and distribution of vaceine lymph ;

2. Of inspecting the herds of cattle at the agricultural ex-
hibitions, and at the farms of private persons, and of giving
one or more lcoturcs at cach of his visits of isspcotion, in
accordance with the instruotions of the department of Agri-
oulture;

3. Of keeping, for the department, the herd-book and
golden register of Canadian oattle, which is to be established
in conformity with the Act. 48, Viet., ch, 7;

4, Of rcplying, in the Wlustrated Journal of Agriculture,
to questions in conncotion with veterinary matters that shall
be propounded to him through the department;

5, Of fulfilling such other dutics connected with veteri-
nary.scicnco as shall, from time to time, be assigned to him
by the commissioner of agriculture and public-works.

That the salary of Dr. Couture, as veterinary-surgon to the
said dcpartment, be five hundred dollars ($590) a yeur,
independently of his travelling expenscs, and that, until far-
ther legislative arrangements bo made, this salary be paid to
him out of the disposable balances of artisles 72 and 77 of
the budget.—Certified.

(Signed) Josera A. DEroy,

Clerk of the Exccutive Council,
T'his report was adeptod.

A letter was read, from Mr. George Moore, horticulturist
and lecturer on agriculture, submitting to the Council a work
on the caltivation of orchards, small fruit, and ornamental
shrubs, fit for our climate, and advising farmers to beware
of the numerous varictics of fruit and other trees, offered
them for sale by pedlars, which are too tender for our climate.
This lettce was accompanied by recommendations from the
Hon MM; Rhodes and Joly dc Lotbinitre, MM. Auguste
Dupuis, St. Roch des Aulpaics, and Hiram D. Moore.

The Council approved, unanimously, of this work, and
expressed the hope that the Hon. commissioner of agriculture
would be good enough to purchase it and have it printed, io
both languages, for distribution in the province.

Another letter from Mr. George Moore was read, drawing
the attention of the Council to the importance of the cultiva-
tion of the potato, and on the utility of holding a competition
and offering prizes of value suficient to inducc our best
farmers to shuw how great a profit can be derived from the
best and most economice]l methods of cultivating that erop.

PTroposed by M. Marsan, supported by Mr. Y'isber, and
carried unavimously ; That the Council request the Hon.
commissioner of agriculture to have the goodness to institute
a competition, next year, for the best and most ecor.omically
grown crops of potatoes, the competitors being held to make
to the department of agricultnre a report in detail of their
wethods of cuitivating the crop that may serve as instruction
to the farmers of this province.

The following report on the subject of the agricultural
schools was read.

Proposed by Mr. Blackwood, scconded by M. Rocheleau :

That the third resolution adopted at the scssion of the Cour. §
oil of the 12  Maroh, 1891, be amended as follows : )
That the Council now open books of pedigree for thorough §
bred sheep and pigs : :
That Col. the Hon, T. Rhodes, MM, Eugdae Casgrain, §
and Robert Ness, be the committee charged to carry on the
books of pedigrecs ; -
That Dr. Couture, M. V., be the sceretary of the commit. §

e ;
That the fec payable for cach animal registered be 25 8
ecnts

That 'these fees be used for the payment of the seorotary, §
and that the scal of the Council of Agriculture bo affized to
cach of the gertificates or pedigrees.

Report of the visit paid to the agricultural schools of Ste. B
Aunne de la Pooatidre and I'Assomption by the Hon. G.
Ouimet, MM. Pilon, Blackwood, and Tarte, members of the §
committee on schools, and M. Joly de Lotbinidre, president B
of the Council of Agriculture, on March 31st, and April 1st
and 2nd, 1891.

While adopting the report of the committee on schools of §
November 1890, the Council of agriculture, by its resolution §
of the 11th March last, instructed the committee to visit the |
schools ancw, in the first week of April, to see if it were pos §
sible to come to an understanding with the dircetors for the |
purpose of carrying out the rccommendation of the commit-
tee. - v
The committee did not lose sight ofthe end proposed by I
the Council in ordering this second visit. It took great pains Bg
tc discover the means of making the best possible use of the J
schools, and it has returncd uader the impression that it is, |
perhaps, possible to find those means, and that there isno §
need to renounce completely all hopes of improvement.

The working-stock is not of coursc so complete as in the i
agrioultural colleges created and maintained at great cost by KB
the State in other countrics; but, such as it 15, a certain §8
benefit may be derived from it were it used as it should be §
for the instruetion of the pupils.

The great difficulty there, does not lic in this direction.
What is chiefly required is to modify, if possible, the relation
existing between the institutions entrusted with the manage
ment of our agricultural schools and the schools themselves.
it is the duty of the committee to give its opinion on this B
point frankly, since it is of vital importarce to the solution of
the problem.

At the latter visit, as well as at the previous one in No
vember last, the committed was much better pleased with the
cxamination of the pupils at I’ Assomption than at Ste-Anne’s;
but, at neither of these schools did it find that any carnest
effort had been made to fulfil the first condition of thorough
agricultural teaching, which is the instruction of the pupils in
the art of combining theory with practice. Theonly exeeptios
secmed to be in the working of the creamery at 1'Assomptioo.

The committee is of opinion that with the present system,
the great majority of the pupils on leaving our schools of
agriculture have never learned how to dircot the operatinus
of a farm in a profitabic manuer. If, before their entrauce
into the schools at Ste-Annc or I'Assomption, they did not
already koow how to plough, sow, drain, &, they certainly
would not learn how to perfum these operations there ; they
would not leara how to use the improved agricultural imple-
ments, whose employment has now become indispensable.

As to the care of cattle, especially of 1nares and cows at |
parturition, before and after that epoch ; as o the rearing of J
their offspring, the preparation of their food, the milking of
cows, &c., the pupils of our agricultural schools obtain in
them no practical knowledge of such things.

The committee tried to find out the reason for such a state




