ISTIA

T I a——

Vou. {11, } SAINT JOHN, N B., JULY 1847.

CONDUCTAD E¥ W. W, EATON.

Thou the Christ, the Son of the Living God.-—Peter.  On this Rock I will buld
my Church, and the gates of Hell shiall not prevad againstit.—The Lord Mesawah.
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PREFACE TO THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS—{CoxcLupesn.]

Now placing before our eyes the congregation of Christians in the
great city of Rome, the mistress of the world, A. D. 57; every day
visited by travelling Christians, both Jews and Gentiles, from all nations ;
considering the natoriety of this congregatiun, having the ¢yes of the
philosophers, priests, and illustrious men of Rome fixed upon it; briug-
ing Bear to gutselves the prejudices of Jews and Gentilés, against each
othér in former times, and the high coneeptions of the former, as being
the only people, righteous, ¢lected, approved, arid beloved of God; re-
mémbeting, tod, their contempt of the Gentiles, rulers and ruled ; their
keen gensibility on every topic affecting their oational honor ; at the same
time fi<ing our éyes upon the author of this letter, hig deep knowiedge
of the human heart, hig ptofound acquaintance with the Jews' religion,
and ith the charaéter and feelings of his countrymen ; his great, abi-
lities asa loicinf ; his diving skill in the Christian religion ; his tender-
negss towards his brethiren of the Jews ; his zeal for their conversion j—
keeping all these things in remembrance, and above all, kis design in
wg‘i:ing‘ this letter, let us attiempt an analysis of the argumentative part
of it i—

" Ist. After his introduction and usual salutation, he gives an exact ex-
Hibition of the religious and moral elaracter of the Gentile world.

2d. H¢ deliheates the religiovs’'and moral charactér of the Jewish
p'EOP!e' " . . o, ' . I
" His b o 7 thils part of the epistle is to prove, that the mass of the
Jews aid Gentiles were equally vile dnd obnoxiousto divine vengeange ;,
that neithiér of theém could constitute any claim on the righteousness of
qu ; that they were equally destitute of natiopal rfghtéousgess, and s)),ff
every plea founded upon their own character or works. He afso shaws,
that individuals amongst Jews aud Gentiles, who acied in conformity to
thii’r rhejaxlxs of knowing the character and will of God, were also equal’

or, HL H ) : .



