9 THRE MBSSBEBNGBER;

kmows mnow, beyond all possible shadow of
doubt, that tuberculosis is preventable, com-
municable, and may be curable also. But
alas for faith in anything eimple. Just as in
religious creeds men’s mincs will reject any
simple way of salvation, so our next patient,
with a pleuritic rib and pain, precursors so
often of the more fatal assault of the enemy
of the lungs, pleaded pathetically® for a
Dragon’s Blood plaster (Emplastrum rubrum).
‘Because faith even in dragons and their es-
sences as potent factors agaimst the wihite
plague, are so much easier to trust to than
are simple fresh air, sunshine, and cleanliness.
My colleague, who was examining patients at
the time, being a Bostonian, had not learned
the merits of this last named remedy, and was
not familiar with a resource so frequently
appealed to on our coast. Indeed, he at last
even confessed he was absolutely unfamiliar
with it—a fatal error when the psychologicai
element is a really valuable asset. Irom tue
eabin I heard him trying in vain to defend
impelf, saying, ‘Where do you get Dragon’s
Blood, anyhow? ‘From Carboneer,” was the
prompt reply. ‘But where do dragons live?
‘I never see’d ’em, sir” But do you think
there are such beasts? ‘I can’t tell you, sur.
‘Well, take this plaster and stretch it tightly
on over the ribs’ ‘Youwre sure you haven’t
any dragon’s blood, sir? It was hard not to
be heard smiling, even through the partition
—it was so like the story of the argument
about the kmife or scissoms.

On the way we cailled in to hear what we
could of the progress of the gold_secking
party on the Long Strand, This sandy beach
extends for many miles, and the deiwa between
the two valleys of the Hamilton and Sandwich
bays must contain four or five hundwed square
miles of  it. The miners consider this an
ancient glacial formation and contend it is
aharged with gold in no small quantity. They
have now landed machinery, and are going
ahead in good spirits and high anticipation.
We have, however, seen the same before, and
are not building any castles in the air yet—

yet Labrador ought to contain gowd. 1t cer-
tainly is the might geological formation—

dykes of quartz or trap rocks put up throtugh
the whole length and breadth of at, the old
Laurentian  formation, and we remember
Kilondike and Cobalt, parts almost of the
same oountry.

Wihille visiting quite an eiderly friend at
one of our ports of call I was somewhat
surprised to hear a baby crying. ‘ls that baby
yours, Hugh? ‘It is that,” he replied. “ihe
second wife, 1 suppose’ ‘It’s my third
‘ooman.’ ‘Wihy, how did you lose the othems?’
‘I’ first ome drifted out ’o th’ bay.” ‘Drifted
out; what do you mean? ‘It was Ohristmas
Eve, and T shot a gull oyer newr Ticoalak
Point. It were blowing off dhore there, so 1
took the punt to feteh ’un. But it blew up
80 hard, everything froze so as 1 couldn’t get
back, She se'd me, and in spite of her sister,
ehe ran down and laumched t’ flat. She said
clhe might just as well go anyhow, if I did.
My boat drifted into the ice, and about one
- o'cliock, I was so mearly frozen, 1 took out tne
two oars and tmied to crawl ashore on them.
I should b’ died anyhow in t’ boat. At ast
I got to an island and held out {ill the bay
froze hard enough to let mie get home. NoO, |
never ge’d her or ¥’ boat any more, She were
going o be confined, too,” he added sadiy.

WILFRED T. GRENFELL, C.M.G., M.D,

The Dying Soldier.

‘Put me down,’ eaid a wounded Prussian
at Sedan to his comrades who were carrying
him; ‘put me down, do not take the trouble
to carry me any farther; L am dying.’

They put him down and returned to the
- field. = A few minutes after an officer saw the
man weltering in his blood, and said to him,
‘Can 1 do mothing for you !

‘Nothing, thank you.
~ ‘Shall I get you a little water?
kind_hearted officer, ;

‘No thank you, I am dying.’

‘Is there nothing 1 can do for you?
I write to your friends? : ;

‘I have no friends that you ecan write to.
But there is one thing for which L would  he
much obliged. In my knapsack you will find
‘a Testament; will you open it at the four
“teemnth chapter of John and near the end of

said the

Shall

the chapter you will find a verse that begins
with “Peace.”” Will you read it?

The officer did o, and read the words,
‘Peace I leave with you. My peace I give
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid’

‘Thank you sir,) said the dying man. I
have that peace; I am going to that Saviour;
God is with me; I want no more’ These
were his last words, and his epirit ascended
to be with him he loved.—Selected.

The Victoria India Orphan
Society.
[For the ‘North®rn Messenger.’]

The picturesque city of Dhar, in Central
India, must have presented an unusually at-
tractive appearance on the 6th of December;
the steadily increasing excitement and joy of
the people would then be at its height, as on
that day their young prince was to assume
his full rights and prerogatives as Maharajah
of the State; he is a youth of great promise
and by a good education hias been well fitted
for his exalted position. In addition to what
the State functionaries and matives could do
to make the joyful occasion a festive and
memorable one, the Christians gladly added
their share, for the young Rajah has allways
shown great intevest in the Missionaries and
their work, making his wecession 1o power a
very welcome event to them; the Orphanage
children fully shared in the general enthu-
siasm, and with some assistance erected s fine
trivmphal archway; to do special honor to the
occagion it was arranged that the children
showld all wear new clothes,—the boys bottle
green suits with caps to mateh, the caps
being instead of *he native head-dress so that
they might be able to wave them, and the
girls red sarées (a picturesque sort of cloak
and head_dress combined) with blue and white
striped skirts, so their colors were truly loyai
to our Empire, red, white and blue; the ginls
were provided with white handkerchiefs to

wave as the prince passed by; standing in line.
waving caps and handkerchiefs, in their brigat

dresses they would present a pretty and at.
tractive picture as the royal procession passed
by, and their hearty loyalty would be greatly
appreciated by the young Maharajah. ;

Our special Industrial Fund, for which we
hope to raise $3,000.00, has now reached
$1,000.00. This fund is to build and furnish
worrkehops in which our orphan boys can be
taught useful trades, carpentry, blacksmithing,
ete., and tilemaming, which will enable them
to eamm a decent living when they leave tne
Orphanage, and in the meantime make them
partly self_supporting.

This work among the famine orphans Las
been productive of most gratifying and en-
couraging results. ‘the children are being well
trained and are receiving a good practical edu-
cation which will fit them to become useful
citizens; the loving, pemsevering teaching and
example of the Missionaries have led_to a
large number of them becoming consistent
Christians, whose lives must, later on, have
a great influence upon their heathen fellows.

The cost of maintaining a child in the
Orphanage is $18.00 a year, which includes the
Society’s annual membership fee of $1.00.

TFurther information can be obtained from the

ry-Treasurer, Mms. A. S. Crichton, 74
Furby street, Winnipeg, to whom all subscrip-
tions should be sent.

Religious Notes;

‘Who would have imagined a few years ago
that the time would be seen when high Chi.
nese mandaring would become agents for the
distribution of a distinetively Christian maga-
zine? Yet such an apparent impossibility has
come to pass. Dr. Timothy Richard, Secre-
tary of the Christian Literature Society for
China, states in the ‘Missionary Record of the
United Free Church of Scotland’ vhat on the
oceasion  of @ mnew wgeries of the ‘Chinese
Weekly, a magazine of useful knowledgs in-
terspersed with Christian articles, he wrote
to several viceroys and governors, asking
them to order a goodly number and circulate
them among their subordinate mandarins and
magistrates, In response the Governor of
Manchuria ordered 200 copies; the Governor
of Shan-Si, 500; the Provincial Treasurer of
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Shan-Tung, 2,500; and the Provincial Trea.
surers of Fuh_Kien and Canton, 400 and 200
respectively. Doctor Richard mentions also
that in December last he forwarded a large
case of books, the majority =aducational, but
several of them religious, to the Emperor and
the Empress Dowager, and that he has re.
ceived a gracious reply, saying that inasmuch
a8 OChina was now going in for reform in edu-
cation, the books were most opportunc and
would be used from time to time as they
were required—C. M. 8. Review.’ i

The open persecution of = Protestant mis_
sionary schools in Madagascar by the French
Governor.General continues = without abate-
ment. The latest news is moet disconcerting.
In the beginning of 1906 the Norwezian Tuth-
erans had in the province of Vakinankaratra
alone 279 missionary  schools (Parochial),
which were attended by 15,000 pupils. To-day
they have but one school with 60 pupils. In
the district of Vangaindrano thirty ot their

churches have been closed since November,
1906, while eight had to be closed in
Ambondrana.  Official placards, fastened to

the church doors, forbid the entrance of all,
while in several localities the Government
caused cactus to be planted at the church
doors &0 that none can enter. Certain
evangelists have been ordered to abstain from
religious activity, while some faithful ones
have been imprisoned because they held
religious meeting in their homes, sang hymns,
ete. The Paris Missionary Society likewise
continues to suffer from this persecution, and
the French Governor-Gieneral acts like an
autoerat, making his decisions in regard to
the closing of schools and churches without
giving any reasons for his actions, though he
often overthrows the decisions of the adminis-
trators of the districts in which the schools
and churches are located. 1t can be well said
that there ig no religious liberty in Mada=
gascar at the present time, though the consti-
tution of France guarantees it. Is it not
time that the non-French societies at work
in Madagascar appeal to their governments
for protection? ‘“Fhe United States are in.
terested on account of the work of the ‘Nor.
wegian Tutheran Church. in America’ ;
Madagascar.—Missionary Review  of
World.”
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The Paper the People Want,

The first day of the new year brought to
the ‘Witness’ thirty-eight percent—over one-
third—more subscriptions than the same day
a year ago, and each day of the mew year so
far has shown a healthy increase over corres
ponding days last year. 1t looks as though

. more people were beginning to be select as to

their reading. They want it, as they want
the food for their family, good amdyw'hole-
some and nourishing. ~What men are be.
ginning to want is a press that will furnish
reha!.»le information in  its true penspective,
and in such onderly shape -that it will be in-
formation and not mere sensation, ‘bhe moral
conditions are equally at the mercy of a press
that only wants to print what will best' eatch
readers and not displease advertisers, tonat is
every ready to mount the crest of o popular
and winning reform, out never willing to stem
the tide—always with the majority, never with
~a forlorn hope, never bearing the brunt of
the battle. The newspaper press is dependent
on public support, and it is a good sign that
that public is increasing that feels that it
needs a press that will fight its battles and
set before men thigh ideals. So long as good
men approve of one kind of newspaper and
send their subseription to another kind they
are rendering less and less possible the high
standard which their better judgment. ap-
proves.

Your Sunday School Superin-
tendent, '

Please show the ‘Northern Messenger’ to
your Sunday School Superintendent. At first
sight he may mnot appreciate its ini irsic
worth. But you can tell him how much more
_interesting it is than the ordimary Sunday
School paper, and you can also assure him
that it is very much cheaper than any otaer
of its size—the price to Saunday Schools being
just half the regular rate: ; ;
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