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‘f _ ON CHARITY TO THE POOR.

Give, and it shallbe giv:& to you ,good measure,
cr and rapning over
hca,wd Gp, shakea 108 g Luke vi. m,

o judge by the conduct of the gencrality of|
Christians, and even.of those who are at some trou-
ble to pleass God, and to secuse thesr salvation; it
would appear as if they imagined that nothing
more were required of therm, in oxder to attain to
that endless bliss, for which they were created, than
mercly to repent-for the sins they have had the
misfortune to commit; and to avoid rélapsing into
them for the time to come. Still, however, when
we have dono all this, Wt have accomnlished no-
thing more than the first necessary balf of our duty.
We have only just entered zpon the path of right-
cousness, without advancing forwaid one single
step towands that perfection, towvhich alithe fol-
Towers of Jesus Christ are called. Be ye perfed,
fays our Saviour, as your heavenly father is per-
fect. Blark v.48. We are commanded not only
to avoid evil, butalso to do goed: (1 Pet. dii. 11.)
wndio use diligence dy good works to make ouy cal-
ling and election sure. 2 Pet.i. 10,

‘We have all of us herc below our several tasks
aflotted us. Every ono has the particular duties of|
Bis own situationinlife to fulfil. tis only, howev
er, the spiritual fatber, who can eater in private in-
10 all the varicd, minute, and intricafe detznff of’
these particular obligations, with Lis penitentinthe
confessional; where he can adapt bls instructions
and advice tothe capacity, disposition, agd cir-
cumstances of every individual. Theusual object
of public exbortation is to rccommend those du-
ties, which are morc or less incumbent on ali- Of
thisclass, but in tht first degree, and above all
others, is the duty which amabout to iacalcate to
vou: ¥ mean the great, the indispensable duty of
Charity to the poor. ’

1shall nest direct your atfention foa partacular
cage, which notonly deserves, butimperiously ¢alis
sor the immediate interference of your charitable
gxceriions. :

Chirity to the poor is the most indispensable of
al Christian dulies, because itis fnseparoble from
the very first and greafest of all obligations, (hatof!
loding God. -#Vehace received this command from

Gd;says the-Aposilc St. Johu, that ke 1who foves

God, loves also his brother, Ifany one says that
he loves God. and hates hig brother; he is aliur; for
if he loves not kis brother, whom ke sees, howcan he
love God, whom ke docsnot see? 1 John iv, 20, 21,
The love of God supposes then the love of our
neighbour, The one is but 2 necessary conse-
quence flowing from the other. Whenever the
cause exists, the cfiect must ensue, The love of]
God above all things must everimply the love of
our neighbour asoursalves, . |
»But can such brothedy love, suchfraterpal cha-
rily exist in those, whoseeing a brotherin distress,
take not the least step to relieve him? Christians!

bere §s an infallible rule laid down for yon, by
which you may judge of the degree of love which
youbear to God; and calculate upon that, the chanc-

es you bave to eternalsalvation.  For ke who loyes
not, says the same apasile, vemains I death., 1
John ifi. 14. Doyen ¥ish {o know if you really
iove God, as you.shoul}, and if your souls live in
his grace? Liook at yourneighbour. Is there any
ouc among your fellow-creatures, I do not say,
whom you hate or dislike; but whom youlove not
as you would wish to be loved; whom you oblige
not, evenas you yourselves would wish to beoblig-
ed in shilar circumstances’ Say then without any
doubt or hesitation; for, alas! it i3 100 true: say,
and shudder in uttering the sentencr that you love
not God—that consequently you remuin in death.
That your portion is not then with the friends but
with the cnomies of God. That heaven and end-
less felicity, is no more the object of your hope: but
that hell s yourdoom and a miserable cternity.
As you wish then,and expect tobe saved, never
be s> mwad infuture asto think of separating in
practice, whatis absolutely inseparable in  pragtice
as well as intheory, the love of your neigbbour
fromthelove of God.  These two virtnes, so close-
ly Yinked together, are the very hinges. on which
the whoie system of Christizn morality and perfee-
tion hangsand turns. On fthese fwo command-
menis says our Lord, the whole low cnd the pro-
phets depend.  Blatt. xxii. 40.

But can any one pretcnd to love his neighbour,

who can view with cold indificrence the sufferings
ofa fellow-creature, and not put himself to the
smallast inconvenience in order to alleviate them?
On whose callous heart the timid request, the meek
imploring eyc of want, thesickly, maimed, cmaci-
ated and tattéred forms makesno other impression
but that of disgust? Who fecls not that sweet,]
though sorrowing, sympathy for a brother in dis-
tress, whichiimpels him almost blindly to afiord the
immedime refief; without allowing him to caleulate

Py

the mitehe bostows to inveswigate the personal
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merits of .the.needy craver; or, whn* is worse, to
enbance his sufforings with the bitter taunt and

scornful rebufll

Charity to the poorisindeed nothing else but
fraternal love, excrting itself; as .occasion requires.
in behalf of the needy and distressed. Whoever
feelsthis charity stirring within him, bas i “he
kindly scnsations it excites inwardly, and the Leni-
ficent effects it produces outwardly, the .clearest
evidence that can be afforded him, thot he loveslus
God; and, therefore, that he belongs to the sociefy

of the just: ‘while the wantof it is a certain and
indubitable mark of reprobation.

So true is this, that our Lord himself] in the
description he gives-of the last judgment, seems to
make the eternal happiness of each.depend on the
practice aloneof thisvirtue, For addressing hin-
seif first to the just, ke snys: Comeyeblessed of my

Father, possess the kingdam prepared for you from
the beginning of theworld, For Jwas hungry and
you gave me Lo cal; I inng Lhirsty, and you gave me
to drink: Jwasa siranger, and you ook me in:
naked, and you clothed me; sick and in prison, ond
yon visited me.~For what you have doneto the least:
of my brethren, that do Jaccount us donc lo myself.—
Then turning to the wicked, he says: .Dcpaztfrm}:-
me;ye cursed, inlv crerlasting fire, whick was pre
pared for the deril and his angels. For I was Jun-
gry, and. you gave me not to cal: Itwas thirsty,
and you gave menot to drink: I was a siranger,
and you took me notin; naked, and you did nor
cletheme; sick and in prisen, and gow risited mer.
nof. Matt. xxvi 41;—Here indecd, Cluistians, is
realized the beatitude spoken infavour of the maee.
cifuly Blessed are the mercifud, forthey shall fing.
mercy. Here does our Lond at length fulfil his
promise 10 thase who are hiberal to the poor; Glire
and it shall be given lo you again, good measure,.
heaped up, sheken togetherand running over; for
wilh {he samemcasure as you mele to others, it.shall.
be measured tp you again. .
it were neediess to cite further scripture autho-
rity to prove whatis already thereby so clearly de-
monstrated; that charity to the poor is the most-in-.
Cispensable duty of all christians. It sufficess 1
say that there is no duty whatever so often.and so
strongly inculeated in holy writ, as this oné; nor
any, to the fulfilment of which Almighty Ged las
annexed such high rewards: and for the neglect of
which he threatens us with such dreadfuland lasi-
ing chastisements.

Christians ! .are you aware of this, when you
shut yourears againstthe piteous supplicatians of
the poor, and turn away vour cges from alf their

weants?  YWhen instead of scarching, as sou onght ,



