THE CATHOLIC.

af the Iloly Scriptures ; and had condescended to

point out the dispositions. with which they should
read those divine volumes, particuliarly the New

‘Testament, inorder to draw from them purity of]

morals and yf doctrine.~Tor want of this they
~cem tobe in some danger of falling into Scylla,
wn their enceavows to steer clear of Carybdis.—
Tlus very important omission, will, I trust, Mr.,
liditor, be supplicd by some of your future Cor-
respondents, though it cannot be done as it ought

hy your well wisher, Co.—
e e i i
ORIGINAL.

DEATH-BED SOLILOQUY.

O how loug in vain
For relief I languish !
Racking is my pain,
Mortal is miue anguish.

Tell me then, my soul,
What can be the reason
Why thou art so Joth
To leave thine carthly prison ?

For his journcy’s end
Sighs the wand'rer weary :
Cagmvcs wish release
“rom their dungeon dreary.

’I‘lB' rclease how near !
 Degth’s thy chain’s uubinding
Now the pleasure sought

Would’st thou grieve at fiindiug ?

0 the awful change
‘That 5o ncar awaits me !
Now with horror thrills.
Now with hope clates me.

Soon what scenes 'l view,
Scencs, ah ! nover changing !
Socon my flizht pursuc
Swift with spints ranging

He, who sent thee here,
‘To himself recalls thee 3

Go, nor ever fear,
Whatsoe’re befalis thee.

Born, on high to reign,
tHere an exile mourning,
Haste, thy kingdom gain,
carth’s low region spurning

“rom thy hut of clay
Into ruins falling,
Sister ! come away !
Angels, hatk ! are ealling !

Yes, T come ; I come.
JHaste, O death, to sever

From Ife’s galling chain,
Aud set me free for ever !

LI PROTESTANT, OR NEGATIVI AR,
REFUTED, AXND THLC CATHOLIC, OR AF-
FIRMATIVE FAITH, DEMOLSTLATED FROM
SCRIPTURLD.

Cortinned
VI
HOILY ORDERS.
Horx Orders is the great distinguishing Sacra-
ment of the Catholic Priesthood ; to which no Pro-
testant, or innovating Clergy can lay any ostensi-
ble claim.  Fur it were absurd in them (o pretend
having received from the Catholte Church in this
Sacrament the right, nay the commission torebel a-
adinst her ; or that they can hold of her, and trans-
mit to their successors as a Pricsthood, what they
have stripped, by denial, of all its essential powers
and constituting qualities ; which in their mock
ordinations they never mean to impart, and there-
fare never do confer.  Yet it is on this ridiculous
plea thatthe Anglican Clergy ground their boasted
distinction among Pratestants ; that of being right-

tained,  Hence any Catholic Priest, apostatizing
to their sect, nceds no new ordination to qualily
him for holding the highest situation intheir Church: !
whereas, every Protestant, Clergyman or Layman, |
must, on conforming to their sect, submit to be or- !
dained, before he is admissibledo the lowest Cle-
rical rank in it.

Still the Anglican, as well as alf other Protest- |
ants, deny foly Orders to be a Sacrament ; though
Scriplure, besides the constant belief of the Umiver-
sal Church, shews it clearly to be one, as much |
as the other two, which they are pleased to admit. |
For it is represented there as what all allow to bea ,
Sacrament ; that is, as a visible sign, instituted |
by Jesus Christ, by whick grace is imparied to the.
souls of the worthy receivers. The visible sign
used by the Apostles was the leying on of hands,|
prayer and holy unction. ‘The same is still used in |
their ordinations by the Bishops of the Cathelic,
Church.—Sce Acts vi. 6, That grace was there-,
by imparted is evident from St. Paul’s oxhortaticn!
to Timothy, not fo neglect the grace, which 1was,
given him, by praphecy, with the imposition of the,
‘hands of the Priests. 1 Tim. iv. 14. The koly,
unclion, which Pricsts receive in this Sacrament ;.
and its enlightening effects ; are alluded to by Saint,
John in his first Epistle ; ii. 20, all which shews |
that the Apostles considered these outward cere-,
Imonies as communicative of inward grace : that
lthoreforc they were of the Saviour’s institution ;.
«for who, but he, the Lord of grace, could amnex’
!suchto an outward sign, or ceremony ?

These forms, so strictly adhered to by the Apos-!
lﬂes, were undoubtedly ordered by the Saviour in’
isome of the many conversations he held with them .
afler his resurrection, concerning the Kingdem of

God ; Acts. i. 3, by which title he usually desig-
‘nates the Church, his Kingdom here on Earth,
- Besides, Saint John, his last remaining Apostle, !
(and the latest canonical writer and witness in the
iChurch, assures us, in an emphatical manner, that:
Ithe far greatest part of what Jesus said and did dur-
“ing that important and mysterious period, had never 'I
“been, and could not well be, committed wholly ol
|writing. A

Though the main end of this sacrement is to
impart the needful sanctifying, enlightening and.
fortifying grace to those, who are called to the,
sacred ministry ; it was also intended, and se-ves'
fo distinguish, by their soletm inauguration and!
conse~ration ; as kings are by their public anoint-
ment and coronation, the true Apostles from the'
unhallowed usurpers of their spiritual rights and‘
priestly powers. 1t thus enables every one, who |
chooses, to discernat a glance, the Saviour’s nev-
crfailing Priesthood, 2aw fully sent, from all false
pretenders, and  sclf-commissioned teachers: of i
whom God so complains by the mouth of his Pro-!
phet : J sent themnat, says he, ncither have I com- |
manded them ; nor have J spofzen to them. Thcy‘
prophecy to yow alying vision, and divination and

'
!

ly and exclusively, though not sacramentally or- saysthe same Aypostle, taketh this honour!

0 Juni-
self'; but ke who vs called by God, as rlaron teas.
So Christ did not glorify himself te be made o
dligh Priest, but he who said to him : thow art my
son ; this day huve 1 begotten thee : as he saith i
another place, Thou art a Priest forever, accord
ing o the order of Melchisadech., Heb. v. 4, 5
The Saviour claims his mission fram his heavenly
Father ; and transmits it only to his chosen depu-
ties. s thou, Futher, hast sent me into the world;
I also, said he, have sent them into the world. John
xvii, 18, snd the glory which theuw hasl gives
me, £ have given to them.~Jbid. v. 22. And, ad-
dressing them before his ascension into Heaven, lu
said : as the Father has sent me, so £ send you.
Ll power 1 given to mein Heaven and on Eurth
go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptising
them, &c. John xx. 21, &c.

Inthis Sacrament we see united, and adhering
together, in one unbroken chain of succession, the
whole Catholic Priesthood : which chain it is casy
for eny one to trace, backwards or forwards, link
by link, from Jesus Christ himself and his holy
Apostles,

Fam the vine, said ho to them: you are the
branches, I, who abides inme, and I in him, the
same beareth much fruit ; for without me you can
do nothing. If any one abide not in me, he shall
be cast forth, as e branch ; and shall witker ; and
they shell gather him up, and cast hin into the fire;
and he burns.—John xv. &, 6.

This simile of the vine and its branches, is an
exact allegorical picture of the Catholic Chureh ;
and so exclusively distinguishing of her, as to suit
no ather Church orsect whatever. For the vine,
the emblematical tree of the Church, which yields
Messirh’s best and beanteous gift, the vinum GER-
MINANS VIRGINECS ; the vine budding forll
virgins ; Zach. ix. 17, to which Jacob in pro-
phetic ccstacy beheld him Zying his uss ; that is,
the drudging and patient beast, that bore him ; his
onco suffering, but now glorified humanity}; which
he tics to the vine, by 2ransubstantiating the juice
of the grape into that humanity inseperably and

! ever joined witl his divinity : a mystery, the fore-

sight of which made the astonished Patriarch ex-
claim : tying his foul to the vineyard ; and his ass.
O my son, to the vine ; he shall wash his robe in
wine, and his garment in the blood of the grape.
Gen. xlix, 11, for he robed himself in our nature
and took for his garment our humanity : the vine.
asT was about to remnrk, the mystical tree of the
Church, is one close cohering whole, ¢ onsisting et
its root, trunk, brauches, twigs, leaves, flowers ana
fruits.

Its essential principle, the root, from which yises
the frunk, or stem, diffusing its branches on ever)
side ; through which it sends the nutritive sap, on
which the health, growthand finitfulness of the
tree depends : tho root, which is itself the lowliest
laid portionof the trec ; mvisible and even trodden
on ; the sacreeil root of this mystic tree is Jesus

deceit, and the seduction of their own heart. Je-

/

I preachnnless they besent b Romx. 15, Noman.

110

,sem. xiv. M. Tor how, says St. Paul, can tlzey,'l

Christ himsclf'; wwho lonbled himself, becoming o

.bedient cven unlo death : Philip. ii. 8. o be



