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The Catholic.

His introduction but ill accords with the

caution against denunciation by the tour-’ '
| inysteries before the catechumens, said . ry draws out in few words this discipline of

ist, and he therefore suppresses it.

“Mr. Cook the Corresponding Secretas
ry of the American Tract Society, has
transmitted his Report of a Western Tour
of 4000 miles, which contzins some very
fmpressive matters for the prayerful con.
siderstion of all christianis; especially as
the Jesuit Priests have commenced a sys-]
ten, by which the Western States will be
deluged with their ‘strong delusions.’”’

Dr. TaxvesN, late bishop of Strasbourg, thus
remarks under the title of

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE
SLCRECY.

«Every person who will pay any atten-
tion 10 the history of the firstages of the
Church will be strack with a point of dis.
cipline which I propose here to’ investi-
pate with you, and which regards the
inviolable secrecy observed by all the
faithful on the sacraments, and especially
oa that of the altar. Jests Christ gave it
as u precept to his disciples, when he com- |
manded them under figurative expressions,
not to give that which is holy to dogs, nor
to castpearls before swine. (St. Mau. ch.
vii. ) When he wmstituted his angust sac.
tament, he would have none but his apos-
tles for witnesses: and we see that after
his example the apostles never celebrated
bat in secrecy. The scripture positively
remarks that they met daily in the temple,
and there prolonged their prayers, but]
that they entered into the interior of some
private house to participate of the body of
the Lord ; ( Acts ch. ii, v. 42, 42. ) for
this undoubtedly is the signification of the
Yreaking of bread, in the style of the new
testament; the first enigmatical expression
upon the Eucharist that we meet with in
antiquity ; an expression moreover, which,
while it was well comprehended by the
christians, could not be understood by the
uabelievers. I know that St. Paul has
spoken more openly and I have myself
quoted his words ; but he was writing to
the Corinthians: his letter was addressed
and entrusted 10 the discretion of the clers
gy of this churchy who read only to the
faithful those passages, which were forbid-
den to those who were not of the number of
thefaithful.  We must suy ag muach for the
puassage in which St. Ignarius speaks with
more clearness of the Eucharist in his
epistle to the inhabitants of Smyrna.

1n ancient times the sacraments were
designated under the general name of mys-
teries, which sygnifies things hidden.—
They were administered in private assem-
blies, afier sending out ali those who were
not initisted. © Until the 1ime of the cele-
braiion it was permitted to the catechu-
wans, the strangers, and even the unbe-
lievers to remain.  They assisted at the
prayers, and the lessons that were read

from the "okl testament by lectors, from
the new, by the priest or deacons. They
coulil mareover hear the explanstion ol
the scriptures, reserved to the bishops,
sometimas, but rarely, delegated.by them
‘1o a priest. In these homifes or public
explanations of the scripture, the preacher
was ch"ediNg!y cautious not to spenk of
the mysteries, orif his subject obliged him
to muke aliusion to them, he did it with
extreme reserve, covering the doctrine un-

der enigmatical lerms, that it might not be |

found heretics, pagans«nd Jews.

understood by the catechumensor the pa-
gans. *We do not speak clearly of the

St Cyril of Jerusalem : but we are often
constrained to use obscure expressinns, in
order that, making ourselves well under-
stood by the instructed faithful, those who
are not so may not receive injury fromit.’
(Catech. vi.} St. Ambrase says also, ‘that
if he had spoken ofthe saciaments, it would
have been, not to instruct them in them,
but to make a discovery of them by a kind
of treachery.! (Book on the mysteries, for
the newly initiaied, ch. i.no. i. ) Nothing
is more common in St. Chrysostom than
this manner of speaking: *The initiated
alone know it: the mystics are instructed
init. I would wish, says he again, to
speak out clearly upon baptism; but I
dare not on account of those who are not
initiated. These persons make the expli-
cations of these things more difficult to us,
by obliging us either to speak obscurely
or to discover hidden things : ard notwith-
standing, 1 will explain myself as far as [
possible can, in covert and veiled terms,
( Hom. xi, on the 1st Ep. to the Corin-
thians.} 1In the other Fathers, particu-
larly in St. Augustine, we frequently find
concealments, phrases and sentences bro-
ken off and purposely obscured, on the
subject of the Eucharist.

You see clearly, Sir, that this reserve
never leaving them when they spoke in
public, did not forsake them when they
took the pen and composed works to con-
If they
had divuiged the secret in their writings,
it would have been as ridiculous as useless
to be so scrupulously careful and skilifully
discreet in treating the subject in their
sermons, Saint Cyril of Alexandria satis-
fies limself with answering to the objec-
tions of Julian the Apostate against Bap-
tism, ‘that these mysteries are so profound,
and so lofty, thar they cannot be compre-
hended but by those who have faith: that
therefore for fear that by discovering the
mysteries 1o the uninitiated, he should of-
fend Jesus Christ, who forbids holy things
to Le given to dogs, and pearls to be cast
before swine he will not undertake to treat
of the more profound parts of them.’( Con-
tra Julianum,, lib. vii.} And after having
touched somewhat upor ity he adds that
he would say much more about it, were
he not afraid of being understood by the
uninitiated, because, says Le, people gen-
erally ridicule what they do not under.
stand,and ignorant persons,tnot even being
aware of the weakness of their minds, con~
temn what they ought most to admire.’
Remark 1he reserve they impose upon
themselves in the works destined for the
public.
well as in other fathers ; and we have al-

ways a right to suppose it, even when it

is not announced in express terms. The
habit ofpreca ution and silence, so general
in the primitive Church, continued up 10
the commencement of the fifth century.
when we see that Iunocent I, replying
even to & bishop who had conrulted him-
self in writing upon the most mysterious
part of the Eucharist. *As for the rest,

says he, which is not permitted me to
write, we shall be able 10 speak of that by
word of mouth, when you shall be here.’

Ttis here expressly mentioned as

( Ad Decentium Eugubinum episcopum, )
_Hear nowin what manner the Abbe Fleu-

i secrety with his usun! accuracy and preci-
.sion. ¢ It was customary to keep the
"sacrament: concealcd, notonly from the
unbelievers, but also from the catechu
| mens : and they not only did not celebrate
‘them in their presence, but they daied

Inot even relate to them what pissed in)
them, nor speak even of the nature of the,

sacrament, They wrote still less about
them ; and if, in a public discourse, or
in & writing which might fall in profane
hands, they were obliged to speak ot the
Eucharist or of some other mystery they
did it in obscure and enigmatical terms.

But how then, wiil you ask me, did tle
faithful come to the knowledge of them ?
and what were the occasions on which the
bishops opealy explained to th-m the doc-
trine of the mysteries? When the cate-
chumens had been sufficiently proved and
appearcd worthy 10 receive baptism. the
favour of which they persevered 1n rolicit-
ing, for it was only confeired upon those
who asked for it, they were collected to-
gether at the baptismal font, «n the eve of
Easter or Pentecost, solemn and splendid
nights, generaly set apari for the regene-
ration of adult=. It wasbere before their
immeision in the sacred water the bishop,
explained to them openly a. d fully the nes
cessity and the effects of the first of the
sacraments. On coming ont of the bap-
tismal waters they were conducted, cloth-
ed in a white robe, to the assembled faith-
| ful whuse number they were fiom hence-
forth to augment : the bishop then ascend-
ing the pupit, and drawing away the
tveil which ull then had concenled the
rmysteries from them, brought them to
f}light before the ncophytes; and the in-
'structions upon the insti'ution, upon the
.nature and effects of the Eucharist, upon
i the sentimonts of liveiy faith, of piety and
'love which the patticipation of these au-
gust mysteries required of them, were
continued every day of the first week.
Such was the general practice of the
Churches up 1o the ifih age, as many mon-
uments of those primitive times testify and
suppose,

However true and conformable this histori-
cal account may be with all we know of an-
tiquity, it bas nevertheless been contradicted
by Protesiants, particularly by Calvinistic
teachers. This [ must not conceal from you.
They have pretended, and you will soon be
struck with astonishment at it, that this disci-
pline of secrecy and reserve upon the myste-
ries, far from coming down from the apostles,
was unknown to the three first ages,and only
dates its origin from the fourth. These gen-
tlemen have found it sujtable and convenient
enough to'suppose,that the pagans of the three
first ages were perfectly acquainted with the
dottrine of the Church on the Eucharist, in
order to display with greater plausibility a
pretended unanswerable objection against the
Catholic dogma. But what they have invent-
ed against the truth, has never been able nor
ever will be ableto stand examination, The
principle they here suppose is evidently con-
trary to facts, and even to good sense. lnef-
fect, how could these gentiemen, with their
well known sagacity and talents, imagine,and
how can they have the hardihood to attempt
to persuade others, that what was generally
known during the three first ages, cessed all

at once to be known in the fourth? That all
the bishops and all the members of every
christian society should then have formed the
project, and have been able to uccomplish ity
to remove away in a day from every thing that
wasg not christian, the belief of the Eucharista.
which the day before was unknown to no one!
Did ever auy one think of attempting to con-
ceal from the world what for centuries had
been known over all the earth ? It it be a folly
to attempt it, it is a less supportable folly te
suppose that sucha thing was ever undertak-
en, and above all, undertaken with succees ?
The secrecy so religiously observed in the
fourth age, demonstrates therefore, from this
single fact, that it must have been equally ob-
served in anterior times, and up to the dayw
of the apostles. It is very true that the fourth
age, abounding more in moruments of every
kind, furnishes us with many more proofs of
the discipline of secrecy, than the three first,
which were unceasingly agitated by persecu-
tions. Prayer and cood works were then the
great occupation, and they had less leisure for
writing, when every moment they were ex-
pecting to be called forth to answer for their
faith, and seal it with their blood.

But, sir, if the three fir-t ages offer us
fewer direct proofs than the succeeding
oue, they present indirect proofs, which
perhaps have still more weight, and
which, I doubt not, will excite in you still
more interest and admiratipn for those
heroic periods of christianity. Ia fact,
tell me, I pray, if the apostles and their
d'sciples had made no mystery of the Eu-
charist, if in the three first ages, jews and
pagans, -unbelieveis and catechumens,
had known the doctrine and practice of it,
would people have ever dreamed of forgs
ing, with regard to the celebration of this
sacramea!, the atrocious calumnies, of
which undoubtedly you have heard ?
Would they have succeeded in gaining
credit for them in the world ? in raising
up all nations against the christian name ?
in makiog these nations demand the pu-
nishment and death of the christians,» hom
they abhorred on account of the erroneous
notions they had formed of them, as abo-
minable mons:ers, unworthy to see the
day ? Ferocious men had invented these
horrors ; men probably deceived had cir-
culated them. They ran thercfore through
the provinces of ihe empire, every where
admonishing the world to guard against a
new sect of peopls, who, under the mask
of exterior virtues, gave themselves up,
in the secresy of their mysteries, to the
most shameful acts of cruelty and de-
bauchery ; who slzughtered, as they con-
fidently asserted, @ new born infant, co-
vered with flour, preserved the blood to
drink, or to dip their bread therein, 10asis
ed their palpitating victim, then divided
its limbs umong them for a repast, and
terminated this herrid feast by casting a
bit before a dog, which being tied to the
lamps, overturned and extinguished them '
by leaping upon its booty; ihat then men,
women, fathers and davghters, mothers
and sons were all confusedly and indiscri-
minately jumbled together in the dark.
Do nol tiese imputations, {ramed and ae~
credited upon uncertain and confused no-
tions of the body and bload, of which they
had heard that the christians participated,
do they not, I say, show, on the one hand
the ignorance universally existing among
the people, and on the other the impens-
trable secresy observed by the christians,



