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attacks of the horrible fever, and, people are dying round me so
fast that 1 was beginming to think I must soon die too. Now
1 amn ail rigbt, ana shall soon get strong again."

The news, when told to me in detail, wvas grievous. F -ive of
our Wangwana were dcad fro-n smail-pox. Axnong tVe Arab
slaves, neitiier inoculated nor vaccinated, the mortality had beau
excessive from this feaiful pest, At Rosako, I had foreseen
some such evant as this, and had vacoinated, as I had thought,
ail hands; but it transpired, on inquiry now, that'there were
several who had not responded to the call, through some silly
prejudice against it. The Axabs were dismayed at the pest and
'its dreadful havocaxnong their familles and slaves. Every
house was full of mourning and woe. Themortality was now
froru fifty to seventy-five daily among a population of about
three thousand. Frank had beeu assiduous in bis assistance to
our friends. ne had elevated himself ini their opinion by his
devotion and sympathy, until sickness had laid its heavy band
on bim.

To escape the effect of the epidemic, it w!as necessary to move
and resume out journey wvestward. The Wangwana were there-
fore ordered te prepare, ana my iast letters were written; but
though 1 hoped to be ready on the 17th '4 strike camp, I was
attacked by a serious fever. This delayed me until the evening
of the 25th. -When on the morning of the 25th Augusù, the
drum and bugle, announced thatl our travels were te, be resumed,
I had cause te congratulate myseif that I had foreseen that many
desertions would take place, and that 1 was jŽrepared in a

m easure for it by having discarded many superfluities. But I
'was not prepared to hear that thirty-eight men had deserted.
I1 was also told by'the chiefs of the Expedition, -Who were ai-
môst beside thexnsehres 'with fear, that this 'wholesale desertion
threatened an entire and complete dissolution of our force, that
rnany more would desert en route to Kabogo, as the people were
demoralized by the prospect of being eaten hy Manyema cauni-
bals. As neither Frank nor I relished the idea of being coma-
pelled to return to Zanzibar bMfre we had obtained a view of
the Lualaba, I xnustered as niany as would answer to their
naines; and out of these, solecting such as appeared unstable
and flighty, I secuared thirty-two,, and surrounded our bouse #wth
guards.


