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In these brillian t apartmients, Hermann,0f Thuringia, surrounded
by -al the luxury of the East, held a kind of semi-regal state,
and gathered abouthlm the muany e1eý:nents that inade the MY1 dle
Age life of Germany unique and picturesque. How charmmngl,
one involuntarily exclaims, at the first sight of the old minstrels'

hal--a spaclous a.partment with dark
waisctinslancet windows,. Sara-

- cenie arches, and walls illuMineàI by
delicate traceries. of colour and. gold.

1E4 '

THE GREAT COURTYÂRD,

WARTBURG.

In this hall the song tourna-
inents 'were held. Poets pitted
verses instead of lances, and
stately Landgravines awarded

~ the prize. Passion, we are told,
waxed so higli among the,
poetie combatants, that it was:.
decided that the least skife1

should die. Walter von der Vogelwied was in the end the vietor,.
but althongh measures were taken to erect a scaffoldïin the c&stle:,.
the Most unfortunate of the .minstrels, Eeinrich von Ofterdingert,
througli the intercession of the Landgraviiej~ was spared bis life.

Long years after, at the revival of m.usic and poetry in Ger-
many, the same hall became a gathering-piace for musicians; And
as far down as the end of the.seventeenth century the faniily of
Baebs, one huxïdred and twenty in number, .driven from Hungary1


