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and emphatically given in the negative. Treason, murder, robbery,
theft, and arson are offenses aigainst the criminal laws, punishable by
imprisonment or death. Should a Mason offend in either of these, or in
any otier of like character, lie, by the it, severs the tic which imposes
the duty upon his fellows to succor hiim in cases requiring personal
intervention. So far from its being the duty of a Mason to divert the
ends of justice by sereening a brother from the consequences of his
guilt, and thus becone a particeps criminis to the nct, subjeet to tlie
same punishmnent under the liaw. and exclusion fromi the privileges and
sympathies of hIe institution, it is his duty to suetbr hie law to take its
course,untrammelled by his interference, be the consequences what they
maflV.

As treason is enumnerated aniong the penal oflenees, and possesses
elemllents of various noditi gations, we may properly pause hîcre a
moment, to dwell upon its ditferent phases in this conneetion. Treason
nuy le Iostered ii a coIsiracy against the life of a monarch, simply
to transfer the ruling power from one inidividutl to anothler, without
intendinîg 1lereby to etfect any clange in the principles of the govern-
ment itselif, or by betraying the state into thel hîanîds of a foreign pîowe(r
Ii either ease. shouldi suc a eonspiracy be piu'ivipated in tu favrn' a
party or friend, witl ino political end in view, it may1.1 properly be class-
ed as eriminI treason, and a:s sucl, subjects hie perpetrators to e:.pital
punhishment. On he ontrary, should such a design be executed to rid
Ihe peole of a despotic oppression, and to efleet a modifintion in tlic
pri ciples of governient, iL may be safely p laced under the political
lead. and a1s such, aiïord a lrothber hie riglt of*exeing ii to another the
benîelits of the intitution. Indeed, the later pliase of the subject bears
so close identity that it is searcel possible to dist inucrish
bei ween thein. This being the case, the s 1bject is renlercd still more
difiult of 'olution. Polit ical revolitions are held as justitiale by the
enl ightened port ions of hie world, and rebellion held as I missibe, by
the fraternity of Maîsons. Thev seem Io b-e one and tie .samie thing in
kingly and imlperial governments, and ditfer on1lV in terms in popular
goverinment, wvhere tie sovercigni power rests in thc people. Strictly
speaking., fle teri rehellion cai searcely be appropriately i-eil vhei
appliel 'o a revolution iln a federal or confederate governmm. If
there i-Z a dlitlfieence between revolution anid rebelli-mi, :n sthet ical
Stuldeit nmay posily discol the line seperatilg tle two politiral
positions; lut a benevolent heari would searrely pause to thre-a1 lie
1a-yrinîthl of such an inve.stirt ion, were a hunted brother arused of
either o Iense, to appronh him, seeking protection. IIe wouldl at once,
with Open arm1s, take lim th his bosoni. and sheler himn fron le:irtless
pursuers. Ili tis act a :ason would be perfectly juistitiaîble, under bhe
following old regulation That, if a brother s>old be a reliel agains.
the state, lie is lot bo lie countnaniced inI his rebellian, lowever hev may
bc pitied as an iuhappy man; and, if convicted of no other crime,
thioughi thie loyal brotherhood inust and ought to disown his rebellion,
.and giv no unibrage or ground of political jealously to th gover nent
for the time being, they emanot expel hii fron the lodge, and his
relations ho it renain inlefeasible." So, likewise, shouîld a Mason shield
a brother flecing to him for refuge from the fanatical persecutions of
any religious seet or society, welcthier such persecubions oc sustnined by
.a popular cry, or state laws, or not.


