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HOW TO DISSOLVE BONES.

Chinguacousy, May 2nd, 1856.
SrR,-T notice ini your January numbor the superior valu.e of bunes dissolved in.

sulphuric acid, cormpred with ground bones' as an applination to the Turnip crop.
Would you be so kind as to inform your réaders what quantisy of sulphurio acid te
a certain quantity of bopes, an< ,what Ìtind of a plaýc or vessel te dissolve in, and
h.w used after âdissolved; nd.yôu wilia iichobligé, your hunmble servant,

JOHI SNELL.

18t. HOW THE BONE SHOULD ;BE ýPR2 1RD.-The honed teho bused cannot be
broke'n too small thé more eitensive the surface presented ito the action of the
acid, the more ra-id andpedect will be the solution. Tfie bones usually employed
arc in too large pieÔdy; a a bMgher price should willingly be,given fur ·them when.
Teuped tq a pwder.. In every fa'ryard, an old suga'ho-shead shouldbe kept,
into which al the bonps, woollen rags, old bats, and broen leather should l>e thrown
aýid preserved for being reduced.to manure in the vírio};vst

2nd; QUANTITY OF.V ITIOxL TO ,E USEb.-ThAaci4 should e purchased of full
strength, that is, of the specifie gravity at which it-is sent from the m-anufactury
viz., 1.845. Tt should be kept in a els'ed vessel, as when exposed it rapidly attracts
moisture from the air, and becomes weakre.. It mu not b forgotten that it will
burn both the skin and clothes, if allowed to come into contact with them. When
the strong acid is mixed with water, a condiderable amoun;of >xat is produced;
twenty-five pounds of oil of vitriol mixed with. ten rounds of water, will raise the
temperature fo 266 degrees. The proportion o'f i&t bnd in the preparation
of vitriolized bi, is one hun Iredweigh, o.ai; e hdred weight of
6oues to he disslved. A amaller amQuIit of acid 1a gfrçquently applie biit the
above proportions will give the mies satistadtory.result.

3rd. QUAUNTITY OF WATER AND MODE OF APPLNG rr.-When unwated vit-
riol is poured upon bones, violeni actiôr is, proded, 4'bg contindes for a very short
time, as the gypsum, which ii tl V j i oin4ouhd förmèd covers the urfaiêe of
the pieces of bone with a crus which prgvents the aCL om coming into contact
with the unaltered portions, and in consequence its action is retarded, and a perfect
solution is not procured. If wi drop.some·concentrated vitriol upon a piece of lime-
stone, there is a bubbling up or effervescence from the escape.of carbouni acid.gasj
but it continuesonly for an instant. A cuast of gypsum forms. a4 protectà "he
stone from the acid; but if we use vitriol dilated with.watr,the.actiou and çscape
of gas continue for a much longer time. The beat pfi, thre«re, is to thoroughly
moisten the bones we intend te dissolve, by. pui-ing b~ tç na qiantty o water
and allowing them to soak in it for an .hQuor N or" iådi thse poid. .The
quantity of water used should be three ôr-four times vitIol.to be em-
ployed. This mode.of applying the 4ter, ohyáte th rå f nuxîng together
the vitriol and water in a séparate vessel,'as some recomme.,i& te-heat generat-
ed, by adding the strong acid to the moistened bones, greatly facilitates the decom-
position, and hastens the preparation of the comyound.'

4th. IOW TEE MIXTURE O HE 6Ï. VEMAT'l Ti SHOULD BE MADE.-SiX
bushels of bones, ground as fine as possle2 a placed i any convenient ves-
sel; au old iron boiler, or a sugar hogshéad énough not perfectly water-tight,
May be made fit for use by plasterDg up ié holes ana seams with plaster of Paris,
orby filling them with melted pitch or asphalte; andeven a hole dug in the ground,


