A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

fpare, I laid this defign afide, and directed my courfe to the
Wett; taking our final leaveof thefe happy ifles,on which be-

nevolent Nature has fpread her luxuriant fweets with a lavith

hand. The natives, copying the bounty of Nature, are equally
liberal ; contributing plentifully and cheerfully to the wants
of navigators. During the fix weeks we had remained at
them we had freth pork, and all the fruits which were in
feafon, in the utmoft profufion ; befides fith at Otaheite, and
fowls at the other ifles. All thefe articles we got in exchange
for axes, hatchets, nails, chiffels, cloth, red feathers, ~i:ea\ds,
knives, fciffars, looking-glaffes, &c. articles which will ever
be valuable here. Iought not to omit fthirts as a very ca-
pital article in making prefents ; efpecially with thofe who
have any connexions with the fair fex. A fhirt here is full
as neceflary as a piece of gold in England. The ladies at
Otaheite, after they had pretty well ftripped their lovers of
thirts, found a method of clothing themfelves with their
own cloth. It was their cuftom to go on fhore every morn-
ing, and to return on board in the evening, generally clad

in rags. This furnithed a pretence to importune the lover

for better cloaths ; and when he had no more of his own, he
was to drefs them in new cloth of the country, which they
always left afhore; and appearing again in rags, they muft
again be clothed. So that the fame fuit might pafs through
twenty different hands, and be as often fold, bought, and
given away.

Before I finifh this account of thefe iflands, it is neceflary
to mention all I know concerning the government of Ulietea
and Otaha. Oreo, fo often mentioned, is a native of Bola-
bola ; but is poflefled of Whenooas or lands at Ulietea; which,

I fuppofe, he, as well as many of his countrymen, got at the
' conquctt.



