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26 BOAS, THE MY LHOIOGY OF IHI BFITA COOI v INDIANS
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Che Bella Codla are a small tribe mhabiting the coasts ot ,J)ego Inlet
and Bentinch .\rm, two long and narrow fiords situated 1 about latitude
52° north, in Britsh Columibia  Their habitat extends along Bella Coola
River, which emptics into North Bentinck \rm  The name * Bella Coola *
15 a corruption of the word  Bilxula,” by which name the tribe 15 known
to the Kwakiutl There 1s no term in their own language embracing all the
tribes speahing the Bella Coola language It seems that at a tormer time
the tube was quite populous , but, owing to various epidemics and the
mtroduction of other diseases, 1ts numbers have dwindled’ downy so that
at the present time 1t has been reduced to onlv a tew hundred souls  The
language spoken by the tribe belongs to the Salishan tamily, more par-
ticularly to the gioup ot dialects spoken along the coasts of Oregon, Wash-
ington and British Columbia  The grcat similarity between the Bella Coola
and the other Coast-Sahshan duadects leads me to assume that at onc time
the tribcs speaking these dialects nhabited contiguous arcas \t the pres-
ent time the Bella Coola ire separated trom other tribes spaaking Sahshan
lanzuages by a considerable stretch of country which as inhabited by tribes
ot Athdpascan and Kwakiatl hnecage  Vocabulary and grammar have becn
highlv odihed, particularlv by an «xtensive chision ot vowels  The rcla- -
tion ot their language to the other didects ot the Coast Salish s simlar to
that ot the Tillamook, anothcr language belonging to the Sahshan famuly,
which 15 \,pukcn on the cost of Orcgon, 1n an area scparated trom the rest
ot the Salishan territory by the district inhibited by the Chinook

Phyvacplly the Bellv Coola bear evidence ot long=continued contact with
the northerh Coast tribes and also with the \thapascin tribes ot the interior
Evidentlv ihtermarnages have been quite trequent <o much so that thar
present phvsical appearance difters considerably trom that ot the <outhern
Stibishan tribes, of whom they torm a branch [he same 15 truc in recard
to thar customs and  beliets which difier tundamentudls trom those ot the
southern Salishan tribes

In the present paper T oshall descnbe the mvthology ot the Bella Coola
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Our pravious knowledge ot the mythology ot this tribc 15 basad o
studies made by \Adrnan Jacobsen Filhip Jacobsen, Goeken, and the writer
In 1886 T publishcd a tew briet notes on their traditions'  Goeken pub-

\rhandlun,en der Berl ner Gesclischatt fur Anthropologic 1 thnologie und Urgeschichte 1536 p 200




