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should be much less than at present 
is the case; and permitted so to qualify them—the pub­

lic and the private. The public oper­
ators are supposed to act for the com­
munity at large, and are liable to have 
their proceedings supervised by either 
the loca! or the Dominion parliament, 
while the private corporations, who ob­
tain charters frpm the local legisla­
ture, are—as long as they live up td 
. , conditions—not amenable to re-

strictions from,, or to the supervision 
or, either parliament. Private corpor­
ations are composed of a few individu­
als who, not at all unnaturally, de- 
®*re. J°, make all they possible can out 
or their investments, and if they are 
over-capitalized, which not unfre- 
quently happens, the boards of man­
agement are either obliged, or arfc ex­
pected to, make dividends on this cap­
italization; and consequently the pub- 
,|c is mulcted for just as much as the 
public will stand. (Hear, hear.) 
nave not a word to say with respect 
to the individuals who

real remedy can come with respect to There was another factor which en-
the sale of coal in the province of Brit- tered into the matter. This was the
lsh Columbia. (Hear, hear). If, sir, medium of exchange. Where gold was
the local house should actively legls- not plentiful its price as compared 
la-lP in reference to this matter, I have with that of the commodity would rise.
no hesitation whatever in telling this This happened all over the world. H„ Been No comolatot
assembly that the federal authorities The secret of the present resolution „ H , Complaint,
would disallow such legislation. (Hear, was that -in emulation of "Teddy" Hon- Mr- McBride: By way of ex- 
hear). This Is peculiarly a matter of Roosevelt, the man who had cudgelled planaUon, air. with the permission of 
trade and commerce, which is entirely the trusts, the honorable the premier the house, I would like to say a few 
within the purview of the authorities had armed himself with a big stick words in respect to the observations 
at Ottawa; and it is one for them, and hnd' was going out as a "trust-buster." which have fallen from my hon. friend 
for them alone, to deal with. The The corporations were trembling at from Nanaimo in reference to the 
lumber combine in the Northwest Ter- the very thought. The speaker assur- board of examiners. (Hear, hear.) 
ri tories was Investigated by that de- ed the People of British Columbia that This board, sir, consists of three mem- 
partment and I think that the hon. they would now almost get their coal hers, one of whom is appointed by the 
gentleman who has moved this résolu- ,or nothing. The matter was a tiasco. companies concerned; the second is 
tlon adopted a safe course when he The Investigation would come, the elected by the workingmen concerned, 
offered that particular investigation on election would come, and then there while the third is appointed by the 
the part of the Dominion government wouid be nothing more heard of it. government. (Hear, hear.) Now, 
as his precedent in this case. (Hear Says Law Is Disregarded. with respect to the Orientals, there is
hear). And why, sir, should this in- The premier had asserted that the n°law to Prevent their employment 
vestlgatlon be urged? In order to find laws were observed. This was not the ^ndêr fround, with the exception of 
out the true state of affairs with the Case. The laws were disregarded and the coal mines Regulation act. which 
view of securing remedial legislation? flagrantly disregarded. He wanted to 7as decIar<d uItra virea of thls par' 
Ottawa and Ottawa alone can do this tell the premier that he had not en- lament. (Hear, hear.) 
work and even if this house should forced the laws, and especially those 1 might aay further, sir, for the in-
appolnt a select committee, and obtain relating to labor formation of the house, that the coal
data it would be, I am quite satisfied, Mr. Hawthornthwaite asserted that ,mi"®s in which Chinese are engaged 
absolutely necessary In turn to hand the Wellington Colliery company did in the underground workings are situ- 
these over to the Dominion authorities, not observe the 8-hour from bank to ated In 016 Comox district, in the con- 
in order that the Dominion department bank law. The men, as a matter of at'tuency which is represented by the 
of trade and commerce might make an fact went in twenty minutes before hon- member for Cumberland, and that 
effective enquiry of their own into the the time, and quit work ten or fifteen the3e mines are owned by the Welling- 
sltuation. (Hear, hear). minutes after the time. Some of the ton and by the Union Collieries

I think that the hon. member for men worked sixteen hours a day. This paniea- 1 am, sir, however, advised 
Vancouver has adopted a very wise was a serious matter, both for the men that the rate of wages which is paid to 
and prudent plan. Hè proposes to &nd for the corporations. these Orientals is precisely the same
put it up to the proper authorities to In Great Britain a capitalist had as la Siven to white workingmen, and
act in the matter, and to leave it recently been "hauled up." In Great 1 am further advised, Mr. Speaker, that
wholly In their hands, with the view Britain they did occasionally haul there has not been one single 
of having remedial legislation passed, capitalists up, he was thankful to say, Plaint from Cumberland, either as 
if such a step in the end should be though they do not imprison. This coming from the miners or as coming 
found to be necessary. And what bet- capitalist admitted that if his em- from outsiders with respect either to 
ter, what more businesslike policy ployes worked five minutes a day the bona fides or the efficiency of the 
would this legislature wish the hon. overtime it meant £5,000 a year addi- board of examiners. (Hear, hear.) I 
gentleman to adopt. (Hear, hear.) tlonal to him. To the Wellington Col-, simply, sir, make these observations 

Conditions in Mines Hery company the gain was tremgn- by way of explanation, and I may add
With respect, sir, to the coal mines doi!3'.., . „ , . that I also do so for the purpose of

and more particularly as respects thé f1"1"8” Columbia had the worst rec- checking any little unrest which might 
conditions prevailing in these mines 0,rd with regard t0 lta mines of any appear in some parts of this province 
and the enforcement of the liws and r;ountry in the world today. With re- by reason of the very violent denunci- 
regulations in regard to the under- , to accidents the percentage in ations in which the hon. member for 
ground workings, I admit at once mv Brit dh Columbia was 15 Per cent, as Nanaimo has indulged this afternoon, 
responsibility in case anything is real- c°mpared with 2% in Great Britain, (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman is 

Mr. Oliver’s Amendment ly wrong, but such grave allegations „ 7 ln ,, e !°rlstlte of the union, pleased to say, and with much empha-John Oliver rnT I e ■ as theae that the underground work- Personally, he did not believe that sis, that the laws of the province of
amendment 'spni>niesth „ra°ved ln togs in these mines are not carried thla condltlou of affairs would berem- British Columbia are habitually dis-
ster (Alberni) ■ C“Thtt on BJewI on ,n accordance with the law, should ®?ied uatli the workers held the reins regarded. I do not at all. sir agree
the resolution flfterhfhoal^nlne-D,0r^8«0^ not be made by any responsible mem- £i-5°vt^ne‘it" T,he m*n®,s had never with the hon. gentleman in that ob- 
ot ,,, , , .ajer the word Province ber of the legislature unless there is been properly inspected, notwith- servation. Nor do I think for a
out, and toe° fonovrtnJew^dsbeinserUted hea'^ 37?®thing behlnd them- (Hear, mte” t^th^contrl^y ”tS °f Pr®' I"ent’ s'r’ th,at many members of this 
in lieu thereof- S words inserted hear.) We now have a provincial in- Hi, r».ïïuii___« * houae share in that opinion. (Cheers.)

"and whereas there is reason to he spector whose duty 11 la to to „ „ His Coal Mine. Act. But this is the sort of phrase, in re­
lieve that the laws for theProtection a636 matt®ra- and as far as my knowl- Hawthornthwaite referred to the spect to carrying out the laws, that
of workers underground inco^mines edge extenda the prevailing conditions ,^ln®d Regulation act, which he the hon. gentleman is in the habit of
are not being observed- are most satisfactory. (Hear, hear.) ^ad lntf°ddc®d Jnto the house, and using so frequently in this house that

"Therefore be It resolved that a se- . TA®re “S* complalnts- alr- time SfSÜf v l flJst speech had been I feel, sir, we should not be at all
lect committee consisting of five L° tlme’ °f3°°urae- this is naturally to d!'lyJfed. He had a very great aweej surprised that he should repeat it on 
members of this house be8 annnintlri be. expected- but take it all ln all the of the speaker and the members of the this occasion. (Cheers.) I thank you, 
with “instructions toinquheinîôthé mtoes.in the province of British Co- gdVehr”metnt at tha,t time, from which Bir, for the opportunity given me Té

gts s: Bmœ? 3Ss “r-œ-

ss»,E”ê SrsîE ïïrars.i.'îî us ss arasa «aïk t. sdence to the hnnsJ*” d th i_ be brought to the attention of the f-inued notwithstanding. When he tor Delta to the effect that /time and
He referred to the statement u-hinh department of mines, and it this Is had pictured the accident,! which ™°nfy would be saved by having the

he had made during done they will be promptly investi- might ensue if the workers below officials examined with regard to the
ing of the bmdamendlng toe?Coal Tax gated' but to say that things are fl°und ,?ad "ot to Prove their compe- condition of the workers underground 
act to the effect that it was T dntv wrong- and to say it in such a way te°cy, the then premier had laughed, at the same time as they were with re­
ef the premier to look into the without making specific allegations, *r“at a *®w months later the papers gafd to combines. He had appeared to
tions surrounding the ‘raal Td.TfOë or advanclng any-certain instances is Stated that the same man had wept believe that the officials Were the same 
of toi,provinceHe^beliOved that thO a practice which should not be en- 'v.h?A ba read of the accident and loss to either case,
coal from some'of the minet T1 îhî couraged in this house,, because for life In one of his mines. Personally Tbe witnesses in the
coast was yielding* a profit of from **2 one thing 11 will by no means add to 5® b<?Ileyed that It must have been not would be from the operating staff,
to 82.50 per ton hI Mite S the reputation of either the govern- Sf,tbe death °r the men, but for the while in the latter they &>uld be from
with the statements contained mTe ment or of the country, as far as the iosT3“fmules. the commercial staff,
preamble of the resolution proposed^y raanagement of the^cpal mines of the d which had been brought [n the session of 1903-1904 he had
the junior member for Vancmiver (D? provlnce are concertina. (Hear, hear.) “”2®nby premier on a former oc- asked the government how many Chin-
McGuire). He differed with him, how- Wil1 investigate Complaints working^elnw^r Um!Tr °* Orient'. eeewereMfiployed in the mines at Go-
evêr, with regard to the tribunal be- I repeat, sir, that if any violation of at Comox werl ^nfiTv invn^LT rl! 200 od1 'The gov"
fore Which such an investigation the law has oedurred, it the hon. had deliberately deceivedvnow whether they
should take place. It should be a tri- gentleman (Mr. Hawthornthwaite) teiY deceived the house. could speak English or not at that time
bunal nominated by the legislature and will make a complaint in the usual Rises to Point of Order. nor theY learnt this since. He
its investigations should^take place as way, I shall see that an investigation Hon- Mr- McBride—I rise, sir, to a P*0* Jike to ask the government what 
quickly as possible. It was necessary is made and that nothing is left un- JJuestion of order. (Hear, hear.) The in examination they could pass
to have a thorough inquiry and to done to make that investigation and hon* member has gone entirely be- fi! ttie hands of white examiners if
have it immediately. enquiry as searching as possible. yond 1116 PToprietiès of debate in his could not speak English.

When formerly statements had been <Hea-r, hear.) «ln regard to the statistics could see no reason why the coal
made upon this matter, the junior 1 mis:ht further say, sir, while I am 'Yhlch In tmy capacity as minister of „ , owners should not combine. The 
member for Vancouver, had been very on tills subject; that in view of the , 6 mines for British Columbia, have workers had a right to form unions, 
anxiously inquiring as to what meth- fact that the coal mines on the island !” cour8e communicated to this wny not the owners. He had little 
oda should be adopted to remedy this are increasing their, operations, while “ouse- (Hear, hear.) Mr. Speaker, I sympathy with the consumer If he did 
condition of affairs and he had sug- additional minés are in prospect ort ”av? uever attempted in any manner “ave to pay more than the coal was
gested that a select committee of the th® mainland, and operations in South- to. deceive this house. I have simply 'vîfS?* If the public insists on public
bouse should be appointed to deal with eastern Kootenay are becoming more g,yei} t0 this house the -statistics , V, ea being administered by private
It. He was therefore surprised to see extensive, the goverrtment expects to whlch haVe been handed In to the de- individuals, why the public had to take
the proposal of Dr. McGuire as set 85,1 tbe house to authorise the ap- partment of mines by the inspector, tbe ubnsequences which came in the
forth in his resolution upon the order pointment of at least two more ln- precisely in the same way in which ahaP'e of Inflated prices.
pap«\ , spectors. (Hear, hear.) And I might yaara pa®t they have been sub- Sorry It Was Not Accented

During the present session and prior add that the department has also in ™ltted to this legislature. (Hear, nr Bi-Oni™ t p
to it, there had been a great deal of view the general readjustment of the "ear-\.1 have never made, sir, I re- that hnn very sorry, sir,
talk about interference on the part of etaff connected with this work. 1 peat- the slightest attempt to deceive not . t*?en opposite should
Ottawa with matters of provincial lm- We are qiUte sensible, sir, of the *” any way, either this legislature or r a®c,®pted disclaimer that
portance. He would not say that the great responsibility, which rests on the people of this province, with re- view in ob<,ect whatever in
matter was not of sufficient import- the department, and particularly in gard to these statistics, and I am now hml int i V,, . th 8 motl°n to the
ance to warrant consideration by Ot- regard to our coal mines, and I must ready. sir, to vouch for their accuracy , wm at least pay them the
tawa nor that it would not be proper say in justice to the officials who as far aa they go. (Cheers.) „?™p“me,nt- no matter how much their
for the Dominion to deal with it, but work under me In the department of ‘ Amends His Statement .,5i1,®, are unjustified by the facts,
he would assert that it should be look- mines, that they have at all times, in Mr. Hawthornthwaite v, their heTt. T1 they are aincere ln
ed into by the house. There was no my opinion, proved themsèlves to be stMement bv sâvMa ÏLt ThêdAd _
reason why this Inquiry should not be most capable and most efficient, must have beei? deciles1 Aw pf,emler 7 ’Pay.not have the colossal Intellect
ln full swing by next week. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Speaker, we shall ports of hisWsDecin™ d r®' h?n: member for Nanaimo

With regard to the last clause be- have to oppose the amendment, which berland collieries th#8' nnlr»C*i!^d l1^*gbter^ but nevertheless, sir, I have
pTonsldWtohin3therneaSéérhàpha1Chowed tT the® DeTt^fCheeT) h°D' memb6r pîoyêdTy "T^ompany"^ T" "iTtMstubjecrand^iToAde’r

usszssrsss: azurs ss EE£%->;>F rrJsVsSsminer newaànbeTt°oUaconsldehre bo°th Preparing^their Vew^rks/ H^quitc men were quallfled"0 ** ^ ^ ofTto^of depTc.atlon "““^yalfy

rttiier'^-ase wouid ^theTam^o a d-d not desire tTeaThTsTun^Ht .mTers^TnTwas^potnteT^y' !hé co^ed^p^in" °f ^ ,ntideni 

great extent and he believed that -by tQ defepd his po- owners, one by the men and a third by rails at the coal mines
allowing a special committee to deal il11 ^ friends at Ottawa and to worry the government. But what could the 
with both questions, the speediest and tne local government. men do? They dare not protest, for
best results could be attained. The third or fourth member for tbey were virtuall yslaves, and they

Conditions Foreseen Vancouver (Dr. McGuire) wished to were dependent upon the daily wage
The conditions which had rendered pIa=e the responsibility for, this inves- tor their own and their families’ sup- 

the reBolution necessarv had hnn tlgat‘on uPon the Dominion govern- pprt- He knew of men who were 
foreseen some years ag<T A^a cT M^’.Wb-1®wt,he.member for Delta de" ,wer? virtually slaves, and they 
vention in Revefetoke to 1802 at which eLTew ”ad,?le 11 upon tbe locaj goy- had dared to ask their rights, 
the premier and finance minlsUr wére t,oTh2S' °4î.h! ,nvlted to Make Complaint,
both present a certain resolution had McGtto-e 2 w fl*™' dld Dr- Hon- Mr.been adopted. This was to the effect tion? by th 8t of produc"
that in all future grants of doal mines rL‘
to individuals or corporations the The 0081 at the plt
province should retain or reserve a M‘ ________ _ ..
part. These could be opened up as Mr" Hawthornthwaite: 
state coal mines to the event of

they would never bear the last ot that 
select committee. He had select com­
mittee upon the brain ever since that, 
and was always looking for a mare’s 
nest.

affairs. (Hear, hear).. The buxines#
of buying coal from the mines and of 
selling It again to the public should 
be open to any one who has the 
money, and wishes to invest it in thlz 

(Hear, hear). And this im­
portant department of the retail trade 
should certainly not be exclusively con­
fined to two men. .(Hear, hear).

The hon. member who represents 
Nanaimo appears to be constitutionally 
incapable of seeing more than one side 
of this question, (hear, hear), and ap­
parently he would be entirely satisfied 
if the workingman received a fair and 
just price for his labor, wholly apart 
from any of the other Issues which are, 
unquestionably Involved in a complete 
consideration of the question. (Hear, 
hear.)

Whereas, the excessive price of 
coal in British Columbia has the ef­
fect of retarding and preventing the 
establishment, in this. province, of 
industries depending upon a fuel sup­
ply; and

Whereas much of the product of the 
coal mines of the province is being 
exported to foreign markets and sold 
a* a Price that enables it to compets 
with coal from other countries 
such foreign markets; and

Whereas a belief exists that l. 
derstanding exists between the 
sons or corporations controlling 
owning such coal mines to maintain 
the high prices now being charged 
to consumers to this province:

Therefore be it resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant governor by this 
house praying him to request the Do­
minion

manner.

Natal Act Will Become Law At 
„ Once — Agents Appointed 

For Its Enforcement
in

an un- 
per-

or

DR. McGUIRE’S RESOLUTION
Dee» Combine Exist

Now, sir, it is One of the objecte— 
although it is not the solè object of 
this resolution to discover the condi­
tions in which coal is mined, and to 
learn whether a sufficient price is paid 
for the labor which is engaged in this 
work—but it is also the object, sir, of 
this motion to determine whether in 
the present conditions, and with the 
present very high price for this prime 
necessity of life and Industry, the peo­
ple who are benefited are the working­
men or the operators; and further, 
whether a combine exists; and whe­
ther, sir, it is true, as many people be­
lieve that the people of this province 
are paying at the present time, and 
in these circumstances, an altogether 
unreasonable price for the coal which 
they consume. (Cheers.)

Motion Adopted
The original motion was adopted and 

tbe amendment was defeated on the 
following division:

Ottawa Department to Be Ask­
ed to Investigate Coal 

Industry

i

___ ____ compose these
companies. They are Just as good as 
aay others; and equally as apt to get 
an the profit they can out of their un­
dertakings, but nevertheless, it seems 
to me that it it is our bounden duty 
to protect the public as far as we pos­
sibly can. (Hear, bear.)

Duty to Public
And consequently, I have placed be­

fore the house this resolution request­
ing the Dominion government to ap­
point a commission to deal with this 
matter in ail Its details, and I consider 
tbat I have an apposite precedent for 
this proposal, inasmuch as the Do­
minion government within the

government, through the 
proper channel, to cause an inquiry to 
be instituted by the Dominion depart­
ment of trade and commerce, to de­
cide whether there exists a combine 
or understanding between the 
or controllers of the coal mines of this 
province, whereby an excessive price 
is charged to consumers in the 
ince for coal produced 
mines, or any of them. (Cheers).

Of" Utmost Moment 
I shall not attempt, sir, to make 

an exhaustive speech oh this press­
ing issue, but will content myself by 
saying that the question of fuel is a 
matter of

owners(From Tuesday’s Daily)
The lieutenant-governor will attend 

the session of the house today to give 
his assent to a number of bills. Chief 
amongst them is the Natal or immigra­
tion act, and the act amending the coal 
tax act, while eight others of a more 
or less technical nature will also be 
finally passed. Chief amongst the lat- 
ier is the bill incorporating the city 

■ f Chilliwack.
It is stated on good authority that 

the agents to enforce the act in this 
city have already been specially ap­
pointed. They will prevent the land­
ing of any Japanese or other Orientals 
unable to pass the "educational’’ test. 
Sergeant Murray of the provincial po­
li e will leave for Vancouver today to 
attend to its enforcement there.

budget speech will not be de­
livered until the first of next week, 
as a number of departments have not 
as yet completed their estimates, 
formal motion was adopted yesterday 
which permits the government to bring 
on the budget at any time. The report 
of the educational department will be 
received in all probability next week. 
It was handed over to the printing 
office yesterday for publication. The 
schedules and returns in figures for 
this department have already been 
printed.

The report of the irrigation 
mission will be rendered today or to­
morrow.

prov- 
from said

«com-

.............. list
the utmost moment to , ea;r ,or two’ named a commission to 

every individual in the community! !?ok , nto tbe conditions prevailing in 
as it is quite-obvious that we can ?he lumber trade in the
enjoy neither the comforts, nor the ter“torles- (Hear, hear.)
luxuries of life, unless we have „11 may be suggested, sir, that poli- 
It in at least moderate abundance. , enîer into the motives, which have
Moreover, it is a matter ot the first ™duced me to bring this important
importance in connection with our ™att®r. before the house, but I wish to 
industrial enterprises, that iare-e aay r,gnt here that such considerations 
quantities of fuel at a fair and rea- ,e not Tlnt,uenced me ln the slightest 
sonabie price, shall be always avail- not playing. sir, any-
able; lacking which no communitv body a party game, and as far as I am

7 can be prosperous (Hear-he^r concerned the only game that I am
At first Sight we would nat'urally !s 016 gam® of aI1 the people,

expect that we would enjoy in this ' ^
province the very best possible condi­
tions, for we find that we possess a 
great abundance of fuel in almost 
every section of the province. The 
Crow s Nest Pass mines deposit is 
îfeI?lated td contafn no less than 39,- 
450,000,000 tons, while Dr. Poole, the 
P°mlnlon expert, believes that 600,- 

. 000.000 can be mined in the Nanaimo 
district. And these figures only con­
cern two comparatively small sections 
and do not at all take into account 
either Wellington, Winton, Comox,
East Kootenay, the Nicola Valley or 
Quatsina Sound, as well as other sec­
tions. (Hear, hear.) But notwithstand­
ing these undoubted facts, those who 
come to this province with the view 
of starting industries are deterred 
from taking any active steps to carry 
out their intentions, in consequence of 
the very high cost of fuel, finding that 
this would prevent a profit. An in­
stance of an industry which was ham­
pered by the price of coal has come 
under my immediate notice. A Van­
couver steamship company, laboring 
under these difficulties, and feeling 

a that they must be obliged to lay off a 
lot of men unless some remedy were 
found, threatened to publish the facts, 
and this Intimation alone was suffi­
cient to induce the coal operators tô 
supply/-th|e -fuel requlre<T a mbft? 
moderate . price. (Hear, hear.)

Imports and Exports.
Moreover, notwithstanding our large 

natural supplies, coal Is imported from 
Australia, while coal oil brought from 
the California oil fields is used by the 
British Columbia Sugar Refining com- 
pany ln Vancouver. (Hear, hefir.) Now 

.it does seem to me that this is an alto­
gether wrong condition

com-.
H

Northwest

•S3
uTeas—Messrs. Williams, Hawthorn­

thwaite, Mclnnis, Tatlow, McBride, , 
Bowser, Cotton, Ellison, Shatford, Mc- 
Phlllips. Thomson, Hunter, Fulton, 
Taylor Garden, Gifford, Grant, Behn- 
sen, Manson Hayward, McGuire, Mac- 
kay, Parson, Davey, Schofield—25.

Nays—Messrs. Naden, Hull, Jones, 
Yorston, Kergin, Oliver, Macdonald, 
Henderson, Munro, Jardine, Brewster—

Pairs—Messrs. Ross, Eagleson.
Employment in Mines

On Mr. Hawthornthfwaite’e motion 
being reached In respect to persons 
employed underground to mines, and 
in particular with reference to the al- , 
leged violation on this island, and 
especially to the Union Colliery com- 1 
pany’s mines of the following regula­
tion :

Tiie

1

fi

mo-

com

The railway committee reported the 
Eastern British Columbia railway bill 
yesterday and the bill will probably 
come up for second reading tomorrow 
The struggle is expected to be an in-" 
teresting one, as, if the bill goes 
through, there will be an effort to 
saddle it with various amendments 
Some of these were rejected in com­
mittee. One that will probably be 
proposed is that the promoters bind 
themselves to complete trie road in 
three years. An amendment added in 
railway committee prior to the bill's 
being reported was a clause providing 
that the promoters deposit $25,000 with 
the finance committee to be forfeited 
if twelve miles of the road be not 
pleted within twelve months.

Yet another proposal is that the 
rival road, which is being promoted 
by Vancouver people, shall be„altowed
running rights over this first twelve 
miles when completed.

Hon. Richard McBride, J. A. Mac- 
lonald and J. H. Hawthornthwaite 
have been invited to be present on the 
platform of the A. O. U. W. hall on 
Wednesday evening next, when Joseph 
Martin will address the Asiatic Ex­
clusion League of this city

The sitting of the legislature yester­
day was largely occupied by a debate 
upon the motion of Dr. McGuire that 
th,e Ottawa government be requested 
to investigate the coal industry of this 
province. That motion In its preamble 
sets forth that from the situation It Is 
probable that a conspiracy In restraint 
or trade exists amongst the coal deal­
ers and that it is a matter which jus- 
ly comes within the province 
department of trade and 
Ottawa.

No certificate of competency shall 
be granted to any coal miner who does 

sfyA the majority of the board 
of examiners that he is sufficiently 
conversant with the English language, 
and with the provisions of the acts re­
lating to coal mining and rules and 
regulations made thereunder, to render 
his employment as such safe.

not sail

Hon. Mr. McBride.—Will the hon. 
gentleman let this matter stand for 
today?.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite.—From what 
the hon. the first minister said a few 
mlftiites ago, I’am quite satisfied that 
he will be prepared to appoint a com­
mission to look into this matter.

Hon. Mr. McBride.—I think that the 
hon. gentleman misunderstood

This was incorrect, 
former case >com

:__ , I m, me, I
What I said was: that If the hon. gen­
tleman would make a complaint to the ' 
department in writing with regard to 
the work of this board of examiners,
I would have steps at once taken to 
bring about a thorough investigation. 
(Hear, hear).»And if the hon. gentle­
man will only do so I will be most 
happy to take the matter up. Of 
course, the department of mines must 
and does accept all responsibility in 
respect to all these transactions; and 
there Is no desire whatever,T_ . - .- of affairs.

(Hear, hear.) And while I do not be­
lieve in hampering legitimate trade and 
commerce, yet I submit, sir, that it is 
most unfair that other countries should 
be built up at the expense of the very 
community that provides them with 
the fuel and the 
(Hear, hear.)

I find, sir, that we practically ex­
port one-half of all the coal that Is 
produced In this province. The figures 
are as follows: Vancouver island col- 
'e/‘ea’ a total 531,106 tons, of which 
448 960 tons are exported to the United 
States; Western Fuel eolleries 
mined, 408,349 tons; United Stat 
port, 221,000,

on my
part to avoid any suoh responsibility. 
In the circumstances I trust that the 
hon. gentleman will let his motion 
stand till tomorrow.

;Mr. Hawthornthwaite.—I will be 
pleased to do so.means of doing so.

Debate on University Bill.
On the resumption of the debate on 

the second reading of the Provincial 
University bill:

Stuart Henderson (Yale) remarked 
that he had in the interim seen no­
thing to change the views which he 
expressed last year in opposition to 
the establishment of such a university. . 
When an examination was made into 
this question it would be found that 
in point both of financial strength and 
of general popularity those Institutions 
which were not state endowed were 
much stronger than those which were 
endowed. Cases in point were supplied 
ln the United States by Chicago, Cor­
nell, Hartford, Yale, etc., which 
without state endowments, and Wis­
consin, Michigan and Minneapolis, 
which were state institutions. How­
ever, the house had decided otherwise 
and he was disposed to accept the de­
cision. Having observed that the pro­
vincial secretary had copied a large 
number of the clauses in this bill from 
the Saskatchewan university bill, he 
proceeded to discuss various sections 
and concluded urging that the province 
was going altogether too fast in 
tablishing a university at all. For 
fully between 90 and 95 pçr cent, of the 
children attending the public schools 
were not in a position owing to lack of 
means on the part of their parents to 
take the university course, the first ob­
ject of the government should be dir­
ected towards giving these children 
enlarged opportunities In the present 
public schools, and ot filling the vacan­
cies which were from time to time 
occurring owing to the Insufficiency 
of salaries.

The bill was read the second time.
G. T. P„ Negotiations

in reply to Mr. Oliver, Hon. Mr.
toceFlto: thMr' Speaker- wlth refer- 
r7rnt„L° newapaper reports con- 
cernirig the negotiations, ot the G. T.
P. Company with the government
D#lt« Th by hon' frlend from the 
Delta, I have only to say this* I am 
«satisfied that these have not 
either from any member of the execu- 

7u"cl1 or fr°m any person 
th«m8edThy the government to make 
them. The negotiations with the G.

air- are still under way, and I 
trust that within the next ten days 
we shall know definitely what, position 

T«,p. Company will take with 
regard to the several matters at Issue 
the vice-president of this corporation 
has left for Montreal, with a draft ot 
an agreement covering all the points
rLhiCîl Î7ve, been under discussion, 
and1 If the directors are satisfied with 
the terms proposed, we hope to be able 
to bring down at an early day, legis- 
~“°5 endorsing the arrangements 
which the government has entered 
into. I am sorry, sir, that at this time 
I cannot take the house fully Into my 
confidence, but I think that my hon. 
friend will understand that it would 
neither be business-like, nor in the 
best interests of the country, that the 
government should adopt any other 
course. (Hear, hear.)

Read Third Time
The bill amending the Coal Tax Act, 

(Continued on Page It),

of the 
commerce at

|
'

Dr McGuire set forth at some length

he coal is sold in the American mar- 
Columbil ' Pr‘Ce than ^ Britlsh

John Oliver, vigilant that neither too 
much work nor responsibility should 
be heaped on the shoulders of the Lib­
eral government at Ottawa, moved in1 
amendment that the matter should be 
the subject of an investigation by a 
select committee of the house. Inci- 
dentally, he again forestalled Mr. Haw- 
thornthwalte. It was just the other 
nay that the member for Delta man- 
ageV° get his resolution looking to 
the dismissal of the lieutenant-gover- 
nor upon the order paper priorrto that 
of the gentleman from the Coal City 
Today he boiled a lengthy resolution of 

Hawthornthwaite’s into a single 
clause This is the one which seeks an 
investigation of the condition of work­
ers underground. Mr. Oliver after 
boiling it into a single- clause ana 
heading it with a "whereas,” placed it 
in the preamble to his resolution If 
the thunderbolts of Jove couldn’t be 
stolen twice' with impunity, those of 
the Socialist member for Nanaimo
through'lLaii. Hawthornthwaite smiled

The second reading of Hon Dr 
Young’S university bill took place' 
Stuart Henderson has a number of 
amehdmehts on the order paner which 
"’•n come up when the bill is in com­
mittee. The member for Yale rather 
unjustly accused Dr. Young of bor­
rowing the Saskatchewan measure of 
hke nature. His amendments are not 
Very convincing.

Dr. Young did not take the remarks 
ot Mr. Henderson very seriously, as he 
barely referred to them in repjy. 
luestion of the amendments will 
"P when the bill is committed.

The coal tax act was read a third 
•me and passed. This increases the 
f ix on coal from 5 to 10 cents per ton 
• ml on coke from 10 to 15 cents per

total 
es ex-

ana to other countries 
15,673 tons; Crow’s Nest Pass collieries 
used in this country 150,893 tons and 
exported to the United States 230,863 
tons; Coal Creek, Fernie, used in this 
country 43,115 tons and United States 
exports 211,736 tons; Carbonado- Mor- 
risey mines, used in this country 2 331 
tons, exported to the United States 
15,951 tons. Hence we find, sir as a 
matter of fact, that out of an annual 
production of some two million tons we 
export every year practically one-half 
greatly to the detriment of this prov-’ 
toce, and of the many possible and 
important industries which, amid hap­
pier circumstances, might be induced 
to locate In our midst. (Hear, hear.)

Cost to Consumer
Now, sir, a word in respect to the 

cost to the consumer; which, and very 
closely, too, sir, touches the pocket of 
every member of the community. 
(Hear, hear.) In find that in New 
York city and I am now quoting from 
the Coal Trade journal, page 482, that 
the run of the mines, which I under­
stand means unscreened coal, is sold 
at from $2.50 to $2.76 per ton. The 
Pennsylvania Railway company's and 
R- * 0- company’s price varies from 
»L.t° *1.50, while in Pittsburg and 
Chicago from $1.65 to $2 a ton is 
charged. Further, sir, according to the 
judgment of Chief Justice Longley of 
Nova Scotia, the price of the coal sup­
plied to the Dominion Iron and Steel 
company by the Dominion Coal

per

were

Mr.

the coal on the 
(Hear, hear).

I feel, however, sir, that I may well 
owe an apology to the members of this 
house for bringing this question be­
fore them In view of the fact that it 
has called forth such a torrent of 
words, as that to which we have been 
forced to listen for the last hour. 
(Hear, hear). And I really believe that 
the community at large would gladly 
continue to pay the Very high price 
which at the present time they are 
rorced to pay for this very necessary 
article, if they could only have fore­
seen that the attempt to defend and 
to protect their Interests In this re­
spect would have led to such terrible 
consequences. (Laughter).

I may, however, tell the hop. gentle­
man (Mr. Hawthornthwaite) that he 
Is not the only member with some 
Irish blood to his veins (Hear, hear), 
for I have, sir, some good old Irish 
mood in my own veins, and I will also 
"R bim that I am determined to press 
this matter to a perfectly Just and 
satisfactory conclusion, as far as this 
may He within my power. (Cheers).

Where Does the Money Go?
I.hbUeye 1* has been fairly shown, 

that it is not the workingman who 
g®ts the larger share of the profit 
which must and which does accrue to 
some one in consequence of the very 
high prices which thé consumer pays 
for coal, but the difference does go, arid 
must go, to some one; ,and it should be 
the duty of the commission to try to 
find out just how much of It goes to 
the operators of these mines and just 
how much of it goes to the worklng- 
mah. (Hear, hear).

Situation in Vancouver.

es-

:

•1McBride; Will the hon. 
gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
for a moment. If my hon. friend is 
prepared to make a complaint in prop­
er form, I shall investigate it, and give 
to my hon. friend every opportunity 
to establish his case. And I will be 
very pleased to do so. (Hear, hear.)

Conditions at Cumberland.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite: ”1 am de­

manding an investigation in a way 
which I know the premier dare not 
refusé. After the statements that I 
have made, the premier dare not re­
fuse to enquire into the matter. I am 
through with writing letters to the 
departments which are only pigeon­
holed.

In continuing, 
thwaite stated that

,...................... Do you
mean the wages paid to the men?

Dr. McGuire: I don’t know about 
that entirely------ .

Mr. Hawthornthwaite: 
have said, the members of the govern- 
ment rarely know anything about the 
resolutions they bring in. In the 
scramble for power they did not have 
time to learn.

1,, „ ................peg ___ com­
binations to raise prices unlawfully. 
The government had never,, however, 
adopted any such policy. In fact they 
had repudiated the resolution by vot­
ing down a resolution emanating from 
the opposition looking to such an en­
actment.

The government therefore stood con­
victed out of the mouth of one of its 
staunchest supporters of violating 
of the best pledges ever given the peo­
ple of British Columbia.

Mr. Oliver added that the conviction 
was general throughout the province, 
that the consumer would be compelled 
to pay the increased taxation which 
was Imposed by the bill recently 
brought in amending the Coal Tax 
act.

corn-
ton. 'pany was fixed at $1.24 

(Hear, hear.)
Now, sir, the average cost of pro­

duction in the neighboring state of 
Washington is, I am told, $1.79 per ton 
while in this province it varies from 
$2 to $2.60 per ton—a price, which in 
my opinion is excessive.. (Hear, hear.) 
I am further, sir, informed and on 
very good authority that to the Crow’s 
Nest pass mines in this province this 
cost was placed at $1.60 a ton, and the 
fact that the selling agents in our cit­
ies are obliged to pay $4.60 a ton show­
ed that the coal operators are making 
a very large and undue profit to the 
very serious detriment of the people, 
(hear, hear); while notwithstanding 
the fact that the freight cost to the 
different cities, including, I presume, 
Victoria, does not exceed 60 cents per 
ton, the consumers are forced to pay 
$7.50 per short ton of 2,000 pounds 
equivalent to $8.40 for the long ton of 
2,240 pounds, and I submit with con­
fidence, sir, that this is a good deal 
more than in the circumstances the

to pay.

Just as I

The
come

comeCost of Production.
The member for Nanaimo took 

ception to the statement that
one ex-

pHPmU
could be produced in Washington at a 
lower rate than - In British Columbia. 
In Washington all the miners 
union men, while at

upon the island there were 
Mongolians at work.

In any event, it was not the con­
sumer who was robbed, but the work-

„____ _ .. _ - . . er who suffered in every case.
±ion. Mr. McBride. I have a word or cost of commodities were ruled by 

two to say, sir, with regard to this world-wide laws, the law ot supnly 
question which has been brought be- and demand. With regard to the at- 
fore the house by my hon. friend from trick of the member for Vancouver 
Vancouver and to the amendment as upon the coal combine, he advised that 
well; for I will consider them both gentleman to take a course to pollti- 
at the same time. In respect to the cal economy. He would find that the 
mover of the amendment, the hon. trust could produce an article 
gentleman (Mr. Oliver) must remember cheaply than an Individual corpora- 
that. If any abuse Is thought to exist, tion. They eliminated every unneces- 

Corporation Methods ?n, *f 11 A8 deamed best that this sub- aary expense, and they were able to
T . . ject should be brought before the legls- produce it at the lowest price to theI wish now, sir, to turn my atten- lature, it Is fitting and advisable that consumer, 

tion for a few moments to corporations such a matter should be taken ud bv Th# tr„=t -v.M. AMS, juste ttttihSSSMSaSsS

Hawthorn- 
the boards of ex­

aminers were fairly composed in Na­
naimo and Ladysmith. They had the 
men up before them and examined 
them thoroughly. In Cumberland it 
was different. A high official of the 
mines met a Chinaman. He asked 
him: "You heap savvy mining?" and 
the Chinaman ’replied: "Yes, I heap 
savvy.” The Chinaman pays $1 and he 
gets his certificate.

The middle class is getting uneasy, 
and throughout the country there Is 
a general feeUng that the laws of Brit­
ish Columbia are not being observed.

_\bereW*s nothing ln the proposal whole city of Vancouver, as far as I 
o' Mr- Oliver to appoint a select com- can discover, there are Just two 

„ AllV HUbLe „ waa that the agents engaged in the business of sell-
gflatbmm# hAi#°nCe aClUlred lng COaL <Hear- hear>: and It does

bt1?g a member of seem to me that this is an altogether 
a select committee. He was afraid undesirable and Improper condition of

Mr.ton.
Thn

n"(‘Iock. 
• IcOoy.

speaker took the chair at 2.30 
Prayers by Rev. Joseph

Budget on Monday Next 
°n "’«lion of Hon. Mr. Tatlow, it 

resolved to go Into committee of 
on Monday next; which means 

, the budget will to all probability 
1 ’I hvered on that date.

As to Price of Fuel
McGuire (Vancouver). I beg 

’ sir, that whereas It would 
fhat the cost of coal to tlie 

1 r in the province of British 
■■ 1 is out of all proportion to

t of production; and 
1 "as. owing to the abundance 

I 1 oa l deposits to this province 
proximity of the sources of 
the market, the cost of coal 

nsumer in British Columbia

were 
many of themines

Premier’» Views. The

more :consumer should be asked 
(Hear, hear.)A
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