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St. JOHNS, Newfoundland, Nov. 25. ^
/ yAnother Dreadful Fire !

We liave this day to discharge the me­
lancholy office of presenting to our read­
ers an account of another dreadful Fire

V

^vfth which this Town has been again
afflicted.—-The ruins left by the fire of 

"'the 7lh inst. were still smoking ; and the 
minds of the public were not yet recovert 
ed from their extreme agitation, when 
they beheld the Town again enveloped 
in the same destructive element, the ra­
vages of which they had so lately wit­
nessed.—Soon after three o’clock on Fri­
day morning last the Inhabitants were 
roused from their slumbers by the dread­
ful alarm of Fire—The effect of such an 
alarm (rendered more serious by our ha­
ving so recently experienced it) may per­
haps be conceived, but cannot be ade­
quately described. It was soon disco­
vered that the premises of Messrs. 'Huie, 
Reed, & Co. were in one entire blaze— 
they were indeed nearly consumed be­
fore the .Engines could be brought into 
action.—In the mean time the flames 
made dreadful progress.—Although there 
Was but little wind, yet the narrowness 
of the street in front, the combustible 
matter in the rear, and the close con­
nexion of the houses right and left, not 
only made the destruction of the range 
inevitable, but threatened to reduce the 
whole western part of the town to one 
general mass of ruins. The flames as­
cending with a strength and steadiness 
not easily overpowered, seemed' tb defy 
all the powerful exertiohs of the Engines, 
with every means used to check their 
progress.

It was with extreme satisfaction that 
we beheld all ranks 1 audibly actjve in 
direction and personal exertion, by which 
means the ravages of the fire were most 
providentially prevented from extending 
beyond the premises of Messrs. Murphy 
& Gleeson.—From these premises the 
Fire pursuing its way to the Eastward, 
has' left nothing standing as far as the 
Governor’s wharf, on the lower side of 
Water street ; and from Mr. Benjamin 
Bowring’s to the house of Messrs. Perkins 
& Winter, on the upper side.™Fifty-five 
dwelling-houses are thus consumed, to­
gether with the extensive pile of Build­
ings belonging to Messrs. Cunningbame, 
Bell & Co.—the Stores of Huie, Reed 
& Co. Ryan & Sons. Daniel „Ryan. 
Geo. Lilly. John Burke. Robert Ne- 
vins, (late Murphy & Gleeson’s), James 
Clift, and all the intermediate houses. 
Upwards of five hundred persons are 
redhced to the necessity of seeking shel­
ter in some other quarter from the incle­
mency of an approaching winter.

It is in vain to attempt a description 
of the scenes of horror with which our 
eyes were assailed—a broad glare of light

shining over the town—the cracking of 
the flames—the "falling of the roofs—the

all combined to present an awfully mag­
nificent spectacle. The rising sun itself, 
cheering as its beams usually are, seem­
ed, when viewed through the clouds of 
smoke, to present an aspect, rather terri­
fic and melancholy, than enlivening. 
The morning was beautifully clear and 
serene, but perhaps, neverbefore did such. 
a day dawn on St. John’s.

It was by the most unremitting and 
strenuous exertion, aided by a happy 
shift of the wind, that about ten o’clock 
in the forenoon the pYemises of Messrs. 
Perkins & Winter, with the buildings 
leading up the Church-hill, were pre­
served. No less great, and happily as 
successful, were the exertions used in sa­
ving that part of the premises of Messrs. 
Trimminghtyns & Co. which so narrowly 
escaped the fire of the 7th. *

When we observe it is calculated that 
by the Fire of the 21st, Property to the 
amount of not less than One hundred 
and Fifty Thousand Pounds is destroyed ; 
that this catastrophe occured in the short 
space of a 'fortnight after a still more de­
structive conflagration, we shall be be- 
leived when we state, that a great pro­
portion of the community must be invol­
ved in extreme distress !—whilst, how­
ever, we lament the recent melancholy 
events, we earnestly hope, that thé most 
decisive precautionary measures will be 
adopted toguard against their recurrence. 
As public journalists, it is perhaps ra­
ther ouj- duty to record than to advise— 
yet we cannot refrain from most earnest­
ly beseeching all masters of families"to 
be extremely vigilant in watching over 
the different fires and. lights in their pre­
mises. Between mere accident and even 
culpable carclcssnes, we would wisHjto 
preserve thé distinction, and yet we may 
be permitted to say, that that careless­
ness cannot be otherwise than censurable 
which endandgers the property, the habi­
tations, the very lives of bund reds. Watch­
fulness, regular and ceasçless watchful­
ness is loudly called for from the inha­
bitants of a town like this, constructed, of 
wood, and in which a fire produces such 
terrible effects.—Old proverbs are some­
times mere common-place expressions ; 
but there is one which the inhabitants 
of St. John’s ought never to forget, the 
recollection of which ought to produce
extreme vigilance, in every family----- -
that though f re is a good sewant, it is a 
bad master.

About ten o’clock this forenoon, we 
were again alarmed by the cry of Fire, 
which had nearly proved of as serious 
import as either of the others which have 
sq recently occured. It was however 
fortunately discovered in sufficient time

to prevent those consequences ‘fidiich &. 
tlairwise might have -ensued. On inves­
tigation it" appeared to proceed from a 
room in llie lower part of a house Situated 
between Duckworth and Water-Streets, 
opposite the upper premises of Messrs. 
Duoscomb & Co.—A quantity of sha­
vings were in the room, apparently in­
tended to answer the purpose of a bed. 
Part of the ceiling and a bedstead in the 
room were on fire: when first discovered ; 
and as some small brands were found ar 
mong the shavings, strong suspicions of 
designs were excited. In consequence 
of which a woman who was making her 
way through one of the windows, was 
immediately apprehended,- and with a- 
man who appeared to he her companion, 
is now in custody. A close investigation 
will no doubt be instituted, the result of: 
which we shall take an early opportunity 
of laying before the public.

. . , The late Fire !
It is perhaps needless to inform our 

readers, that various conjectures have 
been entertained relative to the cause 
of the Fire of the 21st. The public has 
certainly been full of anxiety on thej 
subject. The situation of ‘the placet in 
which the flames originated—the hour 
at which they were first discovered—the 
short interval of time which had elapsed 

conflagration of. the 7th> with 
Cumstandes, had combined tor 

excite in the minds of mauy persons the 
most unpleasant suspicion that the dread­
ful camse*<)f oqr late alarm, was the re­
sult- of design— In consequence the 
Grant Jury was convened, and after a 
long and full investigation into the sub­
ject, cattle to the following rcsôluj^çp, 
which we lay before our readers withtraro 
most lively emotions”bT satisfaction^ In 
hopes that it will remove every unfavor­
able impression, by which- their mindful 
may "hate been hitherto agitated.

Court-House, St. Johns,** 
Nuvember 24th, ] 8 ] 7.

The Grand J ary having duly consider­
ed the Evidence laid before them res­
pecting the late Fire, which happened 
on the morning of the 21st inst. Jiave the 
satisfaction tost ate, that they are unna- 
mmously of opinion, that the Fire on «in- L 
ated solely through accident, and there­
fore, they beg to recommend that publi­
city may be given to the result of this 
Investigation, in order that every unfa- 
vourable impressionism the subject, mày " 
be removed from the Pnblie mind, \ J 

David Tasker, Foreman. ■

ALMANACKS,
For the year of our Lord 1818»
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