GULF SEAL FISHERY.

Historical and Exciting.

(H. F. SHORTIS)

. Now that our annual hunt for'the
“Swiles” is drawing near, the lure of
the frozen pans is getting into my
blood, the same as it is with so many
of my countrymen. It is undoubtedly
a young man’s job, but none of us wish
to think that we are growing old, and
that we cannot (to use the vernacular)
“cocky” across from pan to pan as we
did when we were boys. As one of my
old friends said to me not long ago,
“It is a pity we camnnot be boys all the

<time.” In looking up some of my old
manuscripts I came across some inter-
esting old documents relating to the
period when Englishmen, Frenchmen

and Spaniards went hunting for seals:

and walrus in the Guif of St. Law-
rence, over three hundred years ago,
and as so very little is known about
those far-back days I will try and give
the readers of the Telegram ,all the
particulars in my power. Those times
date back to the very first discoveries
of our
that the' Biscayans, as they were call-
ed, frequentéd these waters long -be-
fore John Cabot made his famous voy-
age. The very mame of our splendid
harbor, Port aux Basques, at the en-
trance of the Gulf on this side, and
Sydney, the best harbor on the other
side, which previous to 1800 was al-
ways-called Spaniard’s Bay, is positive
proof that the Spaniards were the'first
to prosecute thé fishery in these locdl-

untry, but it is my firm belief

ities on an extenaive semye wm vne early
days of our country. The headquarters
for the walrus, or the “morse,” as they
are called in the old ma.nuscrlpu, was

‘at the Magdalene Islands—then call-

& Ramea Islands, and, I have mo
doubt, “morse” is the Basque name for
these animals. Another place that they
frequented was the islamd, now well
known as Ramea, off our Southern
Coast, as occasionally their teeth can
still ‘be found there. In 1634 Jacques
Cartier, on his first voyage, after call-
ing at Catalina (then called St.
Catherine's) passed ° through the
Strzits, and after gsailing south ' he
sighted the Magdaleme Islands, and
named ome Bryon Island. He saw
beasts as large as oXen, which had two
great teeth in their mouths like  el-
ephant teeth and lve in the sea.

EARLY FRENCH HUNTERS. .

In 1591 we have the record of the
French ship- “Bonaventure” of St.
Malo, in charge of Monsieur de la
Court, going spedglly to kill and make
“traine oil” of the beasts called
“Morse” at Ramea. They arrived be-
tween the Isle of Bryon and the Isle of
Aponas, and afterwards into the har-
bor on the Isle Ramea. ‘“The coast
stretches three leagues to the west
from L'isle Blanche (or the White Is-
land), and into the entrance of a river,

where we slewe and killed to th‘o num- | ner

ber of fifteen hundred morse, or sea
ox-.mm small and great,
From thence the coast tremdeth four
leagues to the west and the north west,
unto Isle Hupp, which is twenty lea-
gues in cirouit, and is like the edge of
a knife—upon it there is neither wood
nor grass. There are morse upon it,
but they be hard -to he taken.”
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In 1693 George Dn.ke of Apum.
Iazlnd is said to be the first English-
man to prosecuté this fishery within
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, which the
old chronicle says “was ‘2 gainful
trade, worked by the Bretoners of St.
Malo and the Baskes of St. Jean de
Luz, within the Straits: of St. Peter,
which is the entrance between New-
foundland and Cape Breton.” In 1534
we have account of Richard Jones
of the British ship “/3race” of 36 tonms,
but he must have been late in the sea-
son as this fishery is all over in April,
May and June during the breeding sea-
son. In St. George's Bay he found two
large Biskaine ships, which had been
Jost three years previously, with some
700 or 800 whales. Only three Span-
iards had escaped from the wrecks,
and were brought back to St. Jean de
Luz. (Prowse in his history mentions
that over 300 Basques lost their lives
one year, being cought by early ice in
the Gulf, and perished during the win-
ter. This was probably the samw sc-
currence). Richard Jones then pro-
ceeded to Placentia where he found
between 60 and 70 sail from St, Jean
de Luz and Sibiburo, which-is the port
adjoining at the head of the Bay of
Biscay. In 1697 Charles Leigh of Lon-
don fitted out two ships “Hopewell,”
120 tons, Wm. Crefton, master, and the
“Chancewell,” 70 tons, Stephen Ben-
, master at the sole charge of

of London. They left Gravesend (Lon- | we demanded back, and on their re-
don) April 8th, 1697, touching at Fal-| fusal, we had a fight. The Spaniards
mouth - April 28th (probably for wat- | were now largely reinforced by their

tion during May. This is undoubtedly | Charies Leigh and his partmer were
Conception Bay, and they, were not|taken prisomers. by them, and ' they
particular in spelling in those days. |iried to seize our vessel, ‘but did not

May. On - June 18th they ‘cast anchor 1o secure the shallop'which was along-

Breton. “We had lost onr consort the | ghip, the “Hopewell,” which was out-
‘Chancewell’ in ‘the fog and proceed- | gide. The following moruing we were
ed, hoping to find her at Ramea. June | minded to go unto the harbor and
14th, came to the Bird Island,” 8aW |teach these Spaniards a good lesson,
morse or sea-oxen, which were asleep | but as the wind was blowing strong
on the rocks, but when  approached |in a contrary direction, we sailed for
cast themselves into the sea, and pur- { 8¢, Lawrence in Newfeundland, where
sued ‘us with such fury that we were | we had good hopes of ﬂmnng another
glad to flee from them.”: I!po 16th ar- | spanish vessel
at Brion's Island, caught some 3

;;:;h and turbot. Jume 18th came to CAPTURED ‘A SPANI_m.
Ramea Island approaching harbor of | «Jply I8th.—We entered Iittle St.
Halabolina, cast anchor, found four|Lawremée and surprised a Spaniard
ships there—2 from" St. Malo and 2{who surrendered to. us. Several other
from Sitiburo. Met the two ¢aptains | Bagque ships ¢ame to their assistance
of St. Malo, but the other two did Mot | and captured some of our men, who

their charter parties and'@vidence of | ened to kill them unless we gave up
nationality. We requested them . for {iheir ship. We.gave her up and they
our letter security pescefully to. de-[towed her to Great St. Lawremce. The
liver up their powder and ammunition, | some «day, we took three of the Span-
promising that if we found them {iards’ shallops and the master of one
French subjects it would be retwrnefl | of {heir ships prisoners.” ;
safely to them. They refused, and.we| July 98nd,—Capt. Lawrence.sent our
told them we would hold them &8imen abroad, and we released their
SAFETY FIRST. men, except one Spaniard, their boat-
. i swain, which we kept as a pllot. We
Still refused; so we sent.a boat with |, . .00 o more-Spaniards at St.
men and got the vietory® over them, Mary’s, and we at once set sail for
but our men, contragy to our imstruc-|.._." o we fonnll one -ship from
tions, started to pillage. ‘the Baskes. Rochelle (France) and one ship from
We sent another bqat to forbid our|p ;o 1416 (Bay of Biscay) ef 200 tons.
men, but the crew were more anxious ; . g c0g the ship of Belle Isle to
to pillage than the first. AW]IOI‘GUPOB ' yield - into our mercy.”
Capt. Leigh went himself and took the “August 2nd.—We took water and
goods away from his men and returd-{ ., " oo0 with the purpose .of going

Charles Leigh and Lbl&hu{ 'na;iek goods -from the J‘Ghmccvnll, which ] &
n)nduﬁvydatthohyotmmp- friends in the next: harbor.”’ '.'ﬂr,

They then proceeded to Ferrilon | manage it. Durlngthomlh Leigh’
(Ferryland—arriving there the last of | and Herwick and the crew managed |!

at Isle of Menego to the north of Cape | side the Spaniard and escaped to our.

come aboard. Sent for them to bring | were fishing in their boat, snd threat- ).
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Below are the prices of 1923 series Studebakers
the finest cars and the greatest values Stude-
baker, has ever offered.

And they are 1928 cars introduced in 1923—
with 1923 refinements and betterments. Each
is its own guarantee of a continuing‘leadership. .
Studebaker has gone far beyond current prac-
tice to make these cars the motoring: feature of
the year. They embody every important im-
provement known to fine car manufacture,

of o) o olololofolols SRS LR
: U " are people wh

Owing-to -Increased - production due to large ‘;,M(M,'
_extensions in plant facilities, Studebaker is
biving greatest dollar for-dellar value it is
 possible to obtain.

| of ol o) of ool o]

th
- . ed them to the owners—save the pow-'_, (0ld) Perliean, which is northward
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Armada,” and the whole country .was o
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ing a few pans of seals rather than SUCCESS TO SPAIN.
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CAPT LEIGH CONTINUES HIS old friend Capt. Will Bartiett of the
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great suspicion that he
2:::1-8::-!1:A mutﬂny' ;’!ia.nod on our | When the English were masters of the
ship, as half of our men insisted on | Rarbors and had plenty of competi- ‘
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