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atﬂ e Fields of France and Flanders

By HON W. F COALER

&%i were fortut in sccuring Major I\'zm_«.z/./' as guide,
for he knows the ground well and had his eyes wide

during the time he spent with our boys at the
We secured a motor car from Cook’s agency at
nsisted of f"mw:‘ ;\"H‘;"’ €,

a I‘\.

u, ‘Beaus

rot
d

sl
UcQ

4 ¢ Piv
ted, not far f

some
el's grave.
spring in our car and

Sellars and 1 arc standing at poor ,‘"—, anu

> left for Albert, but b
for: Muricourt

We had to return to Amiens again for chelter

repairing

passcd through Alberi—
916-17. Beaumont Hamcl

wiil aiways be [familiar to Newfoundlanders visiting
umont Hamel, We reached Auchonvillers, which was
rcally the headauarters of our regiment in the action of
Beaumont Hemel, so called. Auchonviilers connccts with
the trenches our boys le .ft on that fatal morning. They
passed from Auchonvillers to 1h°. front trenches through a
trench they named l'ppcr‘.r,v Avenue. Who can recall the
passage across the road under the bridge where the lines
were entered? Who remembers the kitchen dugout just
South of the bridgc We took a photo of the kitchen dug-
out as it now looks; the roof has fallen in.

Near the kitchen dugout—a little to the North—is the
village cemetery, and a little further North is the British
Soldiers’ Cemetery, where lie the bodies of Lieut. Grant,
Pte. F. G. Whitten, who probably died before July 1st ac-
tion, likely the victim of snipers.

| We passed 'ﬂorfg the road a short distance and broke
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rising ground covercd with third line trcaches on

f the ridge over which our. brave ‘lads marchad

The ru} of the ridge is about 100 yards from the

yundland Government road to the fiell
nnect with this road just ouiside of

On we travelled.
s left that fatal 'i»;:'. fl,.xr:z;; morning.

daylight they-had been cut of thosc

efore them, abcut 100 yards off, was the German
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s had to be crossed.- As they rose
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amongst
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biew up amongst the German treaches that m"wning. It
v ill extend €0 yards across the field; -and a road from the
ridge to the road of Auchonvillers near Tipperary Avenue
is &lso included.

Just to the right (sce photo) looking towards the Ger-
riaa trencices, c0 yards frcm our front line trench,
is;a.cmall hifll with a sort .of wzll at its basc about 10 feet
Lich.. Just at the base is a tree. On this hill, about 20
fcct ficm the tase, Major Nangle found the body of the
v ¢l known hero Frank Lind. Near him was Pte. Clancey.
Foor' Clancey’s’ hand 5 grasped the prayer book Padie
Mangle hzd presented to the Catholic boys. They lived
some hours in their agony; they were only about 40 foo?-
s:eps from their front trench v here comrades werc longing
t2> aid them but they were in No Man’s Land and no man
darc move a finger or lift a hand, or bullets from German
mzchine: guns would te the price demanded.  Poor Clan-
cey and Lind died about 20 yards from a spot where we
counied scven bodies lying together. Some of them fell
forvard vhen stiri others fell backwards. _

Just near the trc. named Danger Tree. under the wall
cf the hill I referred to, we saw parts of helmets over the

ground, We moved two helmets, quite near together—
about 3 fcet apart. - The letters: NFLD. werc plainly dis-
cernible. ‘In each helmet was a skull. We were standing
of two noble lads marked as “missing’”’ on
when the roll was called; they could not
and eight

over the bodies
that fatal night
identified, they had rested there three years

asked the.Militia Department, St. John's, about kecping
back a party for this purpose, but without favourable re-
cults.” Will someonce find out if this is correct, and if cor-
rect locate the man responsible for such inhuman and un-
manly negligence.

Last year (1918) when we visited Beaumont Hamel
we walked within 70 or &0 yards of this little hill. I
time then was very limited, as we were scveral hours fiyd-
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egiment, who slcep
the cemetery which
ituated in No Man's
'
they all fell with-
accompanies those
hat will forever be
it was herc Teria
Nova var
v ho made
ing.. Some vho fcll dead have graves, many w hn 101] u-‘:ad
can bc marked as containing
who reached their trenches or
and died that night or thc next
small cemetéry towards St.. John's

bodics will !’.‘_‘.":“._Fcr:‘:d into the National

Memerial Ficld, where theWfought and fell. All the bodic
in the vicinity will be ul;hL;:ﬂ(xli!Cd ot the cemetery Hlbi.lc
the fence which will surround the Newfoundland National
Memorial Field. A concrete fence about two feet higa
vill surround that portion of the field our Government has
which is situated in Auchcenvillers and Hamlet,
from over 150 persons who have establ¥hed
S at sferred them to our couniry. Maior
Nangle had no little job to get those titles establiched and

transferred.

Tipperary Avenue.

I
months. - Their bones will be given a grave in the
Mcmorial Cemetery, tut their head-stones will bear the
incoription “An Unknown Newfoundiand Soldier.” |1
found their boots containing the fcet bones and part of
ckings. We reverently placed all together and left
their helmeis in their original positions, to await Major
Nangle's visit with a party of mecn to bury what we saw
and thoroughly scerch the ficld, that no body should re-
main without a grave.
Justa few feet from the tree, to the right of the bodies
referred to, Mcssrs. Scliars and Murray found two
ecured the brass badges NFLD. from
*I\r‘ coats. Just alongside, Mr. Sellars found an identity
“G. lvany, Methodist.” Major Nangle took
the d.:,‘»k. AL ut ten feet back, on the base of the hill, we
counted scven bodics side by side. Of course nothing re-
mains now but half rotten pieces of clothing and the bones.
Who can understand what our feelings were at that
moment! No words can express mine. [ lingered by
sse bodies. How I wished I knew who they were in life!
How grieved 1 felt that our Regimental or Militia authori-
ties had not left some of our regiment to perform dutics
that all British batallions had not neglected.
At Monchy we met a searching party of British Tom-
vho belonged to the famous 29th Division, and who
feight over those grounds the day our men fell at Monchy.

I asked Major Nangle how it was our regiment went

more bodies and

¢ so-much talked of Ravinc at Beaumont Hamel just in rear

of the Cerman front line trenches. .

ing the field and had to travel 30 miles to Perronc for lodg-
ings that night. We had no guide, but had we come across
a body unburied that day we certainly would have secn
that someone scarched the field. Last year we werce not
on the arca where most of our boys fcil. - We first came
across Capt. E. Ayrc’s grave, which was 50 yards from the
Cemetery.  He must have advanced much further than the
hiil referred to, as the grave was 50 or 60 yards from tl'/.;
hill.

In the Cemetery just at the edge of the German froat
linc of trenches, situated ‘of course in No Man's Land, bu
contained in our Memerial Field, lic the remains of many
unknown Newfoundland and British soldiers, and the
lowing graves dear to us:

1634, N. G. Ir‘oll'm ds; 345, N. White; 826, R. Maddi
gan; 293, Fte. Pte. Taylor; E. Power, no numbcr; 1624, ]
R. Morris; 801, R. E. Hyncs: 964, G. Warford; 1602, L./C.
Ayrc; 204, A. Randell; Small, without number or rank,
likely belonging to Lewisporie, probably found in October
1017 when the Germans were driven out of this scctioa by
the Ncw [culzmdcrs and the ideatification only showed
the word “Small”’; (AMny friends who lost a relatiye
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that name on July 1st will know that his remaimns found
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Copula’ at Anchonviiler’ Tetery, near Tipperary {gosiches
Our, plot will measure 120 yards from the ridge, on
past the German front line trenches, on past the ravine,
ard embracing the big crater which the British Sappers
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home without attending to duties that all should feel it a

privilege to perform—collecting ‘the remains of brave

fallen comrades. He replied, “l think Major Bernard
. 7

umont Hamel trench—Mr. Coaker standing on the firing
s. The hill in rear was occupied by Germans on July Ist.

,:c: Tree—where Mr. Coaker is standing is where poor Frank
s body was feund, also Pte. Clancey’s. Just under the tree
hcn. two bodies unburied were found as referred to by Mr.
(,oxl\c~ Read his words carefully re this tree and mound.
erave, and will take steps to send Major Nangle his num-
- Christian name and rank, so that the new marble head
stone will be properly inscribed). 1215, H. Saunders; W.
Dunph" Pile. - A jc'm no numbers; 1923, Snow; .
Sgt. Tem Carroll; 616, E. Martin; Pte. J. Coisons, no num-
ber. ("H is name is as ‘mdt on the metal disk attached to
the cross—it should be wverified). Lieut. F. W. Ross,
Lukins, Pte. D. Lineham; 1534, A. Porter; 651, J. Carew;
£96, C. E. Pike: 65385 I“ . Piercey (which must be Brit
ish, as we surely had no numbcr up to 6536 at Becaumont
Hamel. This ‘grave is stamped “Ist Newfoundland Regi-
ment.”’) 1480, Pte. Dunphy; 1699, A. Penny; Ptc. Astor;
541, F. Lind; 365, E. Gladney; 618, Pte.. O'Bricn; L./C.
James; A. O’Driscoil; (thosc without numbers are given
just as the mamecs appcar on the crosses). 1 wonder
1C06, L./C. Ayre, is the same as we found last ycar outside
the Cemetery, we could not find it this visit. Licut. Small,
M.H.A., was wounded July Ist cbout five minutes after he
appcarced over the top. :

This Cemetery therefere contains about 33 identified,
Newfoundland graves and about as many more not identi
fied. There is a. cemetery towards St. John's wood con-
taining 36 Newfoundland identified graves, but what are
those where over 700 fell. I feel surc none fell further
from the front trenches than 50 yards. What brain or pen

(Continued on Page 2)
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