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thought of early boyhood's days

8kating on one foot, as-the sole of

B 8hoe struck a flat Diece of banana

ﬁmd I went sliding irresistibly to-

L Yard @ wooden crate cover set over a
] 5

ole in the sidewalk,

My feet met it, sending it
halfway around on the un-
d pivot and down I shot through
the half-moon. aperture, :

Thump! I landed ten feet dewn
‘amid utter darkness across an up-
‘turned tub, knocking out its bottom,
“and bringing hoops and staves about
me in fiying sections.

The shock was brief, my bruises tri-
vial, © Then 1 congratulated myself.

the under-sidewalk space .into
ted connect-
ed with the main cellar of the strue-
uld hail my
misadventure as a stroke of genuine
Bood lugk. That grim ola time-shat-
tered three-story buliding had been a
eenter of co
during the past week. I had haunted
bersistently. It was to lit-
tle purpose, however. Its rear was a
blank brick wal, Its sides were
guarded by heavy iron shutters. The
front had but one entrance, a double
doorway, and beyond it was a store
Space-shallow and narrow, more of a
hall entrance than a . room, barred
closely nights, and in the daytime,
| Seated behind a bench hammering
away at varions pieces of metal, was
& low-browed, keen-eyed man, evident-
1y the guardian of the place.

I was on a still hunt for a missing
friend, and had been for over a month,
"That was how I came to be Interested
in what had veritably become to me a
house of mystery.

Acton Meserve had been a fellow
‘worker and close friend for something
ke two years. We were both of us
expert engravers “and earned good
‘wages in the service of a leading bank-
note engraving concern. It was just
after he had married and was gone

‘on his honeymoon that trouble began.

A

You must know that the working
‘economy of a confidential and impor-
“tant business such as we were engaged
in calls for strict Integrity on the part
of those em
Wweek after my friend Meserve had left
-on his memorable vacation when a dis-
covery was made that some govern-
ment paper, some denomination dies
and a kit of fine engraving tools were
missing from the vault. When a
search was made in the office there
was found in Meserve's desk some of
the paper. The company awaited the

I“Feturn of Meserve to charge him with

irregularities, possibly theft. Bat
neither he nor his wife returned to the
city at the end of two weeks, nor four,
"nor six. In fact, although a detective
was employed to seek to gain a trace
of their whereabouts, Acton Meserve
and his wife had disappeared as effec-
tually as though the earth had swal-
Jowed them up.

i One day I was summoned to the pri-
“vate office of the president of the com-
pany. I knew that my close compan-
donship with Meserve had aroused sus- '
picion In the mind of the detective as i
10 & possible knowledge on my part as
to what had become of Meserve. The
disappearance of the well-guarded
property o @ company pointed to a
Pprobable schejne to do some outside
plate work. is surmise was empha-
#ized by the strange absence of Me-
serve.

“We shall require your services no
‘longer, Mr. Nisley,” spoke my superior,
Aefinitely and with sternness, -

“I am sorry,” 1 said ‘simply. “I will
‘mot ask you the reason of this unwar-
Tantable discharge, for I Can guess.
You are wrong in attributing what yoy
imagine to as good a man as Acton
Meserve. I shall make it my business
to prove it to you soon.”

*“I hope 80,” coldly remarked the of-
ficial, “and I furfher hope you will
take care of yourself.”

There was significance, almost in-
sult, in this last remark, and I did not
resent it in words. I had made up my
mind that I would find Acton Meserve
if it took all I had saved up and a
Yyear of my life to accomplish it, There
was something wrong, not only at the
engraving plant, but as regarded Me-
serve. s

There was a’' dense mystery sur-
wounding the abstraction of the prop-
erty of the company and the inexplica-
ble vanishment of Meserve and his
wife. I started to solve the enigma,
firm in my faith in my tried and true
<omrade.

I found his relatives and friends anx-
lous and grieved over his absence.
None of them had seen or heard from
him since the day they had seen him
started on his wedding journey. I
went over his presumable honeymoon
trip, to lose all trace of him utterly. I
returned te the city, niore in t#e dark
than ever, . gleomily disappointed, al-
most _hopeless.

Ofie day I struck a clew, or fancied
I had. It was when, for the first time
in many months, I saw walking ahead
©of me on the street a man named
Bartley Webb. This person had been
® pfinter at the engraving plant who
Bad left work about a week before Me-
‘serve hed started on his vacation. Wa
Bad never llked him and had moticed

o

»

nsiderable interest to me .

ployed. It was about s »

that he kept bad comjany—iust now
‘Worse than ever, for the two men with
him were as vlllulnous-!ooklng fellows
a3 I had ever seen, I followed them,
8'mew suspiclon in my mind ag they
were admitted to the very building {
have deseribed, I took up wutch and
ward over the sombre Pile of masoury
for several days. Twice I saw Webb
visit the place. Always his admission
was followed by the closing and lock-
ing of the outside door., Always the
door was kept carefully reclosed until
he had departed, after o' brief stay. I
know not why, but somehow I assoel-
ated Webb with the pilferings at the
engraving plant and the disappearance
of Meserve, I had an irrepressible de-
sire to explore the old rookery, and
now fate and circumstance had, I
hoped, granted my wish for admission
to the apparently impregnable strue-
ture,

I got to my feet and proceeded to ex-
plore my surroundings. I came to an
opening like a doorway, traversed a
corridor which penetrated the cellar of
the building and faced a pair of stairs,
These I ascended, reached a vacant
room, crossed it, opened a door, as-
cended a second flight of stairs and
charily felt my way along a narrow
passage way. I accidentally blundered
against a swinging deor. I landed in a
lighted room, tried to draw back as I
discovered that it held an inmate, and
wag rooted to the spot as I recognized
in a woman standing staring at me
agape—the wife of Acton Mescrve!

All the bloom I had last seen was de-
parted from that sweet face, the eyes

horror of confinement and fear,

“Mr. Illsley!” she gasped,
reeled.

“You—you!” I breathed incoherent-
ly._ “What does this mean? Wkere is
Meserve?”

“He is in there,” she whi
a tremble, and she pointed to an op-
posite door. “No—no! You risk your
life!”

But I had run at the door and
opened it and rushed towards a man at
a bench bending over a leather plate
pad, a graver in his hand—Acton Me-
serve,

And then I understood the warning
Just uttered. Two men, and one of
them was Webb, sprang at me, I re-
ceived a heavy blow on the head and
knew no moere. I awoke, jolted about
in a eab and held up by the best
friends I had in the world—Acton Me-
serve and his wife. They were bab-
bling with the maddest of Joyfulness,
like two children released from a ter-
rible captivity. Then the vehicle halt-
ed In front of the engraving plant.

T was still dazed as I sat back in the
chair in the office of the president. As
in & dream I caught the echo of the
tones of Meserve, telling all the story
of his mysterious disappearance,

It was Webb who had abstracted the
r<missing property of the plant. It was
Webb and accomplices who had kid-
napped husband and wife, who had
threatened to kill the latter if Meserve
did not engrave a plate they forced
him to make. It was Just as I ap-
peared that the plate was finished, all
except one corner, and this Meserve
refused to complete unless immediate
liberty was promised. The scoundrels
then abandoned the place with the
plate, Meserve agreeing to wait an
hour later.

“I believe your story, Mr. Meserve,”
sald the staid and dignified president,
“but do you not consider it very repre-
hensible to engage in such work under
any circumstances?”

“Not as I worked it out,” dissented
Meserve. ‘Sir, when the law runs
down these miscreants, as it must, you
will find the plate worthless.”

“You mean—1?"

‘That the last rapid work I did was
to engrave in hair-line tracery, while
they were not looking, one word, a
warning to all the world.”

“And the word was—?" 4‘;‘! 4‘14'(‘,. ;

“‘Counterfeit !" ”
—————eeen
“There's a Time to Fight”

Miss Miriam, who will be seven
years old soon, knows that little girls
should not fight but she is net a “paci-
fist” for all that. A few days ago she
was taken to task by her mother for
engaging in a pugilistic encounter with
another little girl. “Well, mother,”
she said, “I don’t know whether she
hit me first, but I know that if I hit
her she deserved it, for that child's
mother never has brought her up prop-
erly.”

On another occasion she complained
that a small boy of her acquaintance
had kicked her, but admitted on being
pressed that she had not done much
first, “only pinched and slapped his
face a little.” She was told to tell the
boy's Tather, so the boy might be pun-
Ished, but to be sure and tell what she
had done, too. The father is still wait-
l Ing for the report.—Indianapolis News.

and

Education Mot a Prerequisite.

Charles Darwin was a misfit child, a
misfit youth, and a misfit in young
manhood. He failed miserably in math-
ematics, the classics, and in theology.
He was an indifferent student of medi-
cine, yet when at last he was guided
into the paths of his natural capaci-
ties he soon became the foremost nat-
uralist of his age and probably of any
age before or since.

imerson was an educational misfit,
l and so were JFroebel and General

Grant, and thellist of distinguished
| men in ail walks of life who were miy-
%ﬁts In childkood might easily be ex-

tended almost indefinitely. They prove

conclusively that much of what is com-
monly called education is not a prere-
quisite for success in life.
An Unfailing Sign.

“My dear, this child is going to have
plenty of spirit in his voice.”

“How can you teli that now?”

“Becnuse nlready it shows a tend-
ency to high bawls” <

were sunken and haunted with the |

spered, all |

The roads are in good condition
as the heayy rain settled the snow,
and the farmers are making good use
of the time by hauling wood and ice.

Messrs. John Fodey,W. G. Vander-
"burg, Joshua Humphrey and S. Hor-
ton were among the number who
went to Ottawa to petition for higher
prices for cheese as the farmers find
that the present price will not enable
them to feed their stock and have
their milk made up for market when
feed is so high.

Mr. Everett Reid, Athens, Mr. T.
Horsefield, Eloida; Miss N, Slack,
Lyndhurst; Mr. Martin Slack and
sister Blanche, Sand Bay, aand Mrs,
R. Leadbeater anad little daughter
of Stony Plain, Alberta, were recent
guests at Mr. John Reed’s.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Slack and
daughter Vera spent Sunday even-
ing with Mr. and Mrs. E. Vander-
burg. <
Miss Agie Marshall spent a few
days last week with Mrs. Jas. Fodey.

Miss May Jameson was the guest
of Miss Eva Bradley on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Stacey enter-
tained a number of the young friends
of their son, Alex from seven o’clock
until nine on Monday evening, Feb.
25. A very pleasant evening . was
spent, the little ones enjoying them-
selves thoroughly. Alex was the re-
cipient of a number of pretty gifts.

S

| Lots of Ghsoline

There are hundreds of thousands
of people in Canada and the United
| States who will be glad to know that
| there is an abundance of gasoline.
| In fact there is so.much of it that it
is impossible to find storage. Gas-
oline is a by-product of the: semi-
| erude oil used by the great navies of
fBritain and the United States. Mot-
‘orists need not look forward with
gloom to hte approaching summer
months. The price, however, must
come down.

| In France, where the government
has taken the entire wheat crop,
only the poorest persons and those
doing the hardest work may have
more than seven ounces of war bread
—four or five.‘ slices—a day. And
bread is the main article of food
with all classes in France.

Desanery Meeting

On Friday of last week a special
business meeting of the Rural Dean-
ery of Leads was held here. There
‘were present Rers. Canons Woodcock
and Bedford-Jones, Revs. W. H.
Smith, T. H. Hall, W. H. Davis, J.
Lyons, C. E. Brett and Rural Dean
Swayne. At 9.30 there was a celeb-
" ration of the Holy Communion after
which some important business was
considered and settled. At the con-
clusion of the business a hearty vote
of thanks and appreciation was giv-
en to the ladies of the congregation
who entertained them for their kind
hospitality.

An Irishman coming out of ether
in the ward after an operation ex-
claimed audibly: “Thank God! That
is over!” “Don’t be so sure,” said the
man in the next bed, “they left a
sponge in me and had to cut me
open again.” And the patient on the
other side said: “Why they had to
open me to find one of their instrum-
ents.” Just then the surgeon who
had operated on the Irishman stuck
his head in the door and yelled:
“Has anybody seen my hat?” Poor
Patrick fainted.

HANDY WITH THEIR FEET,

Many Animals Use Them Cleverly In

Taking Their Food.,
' Kangaroos use their hands very read-
ily to hold food in and to put it icto
their mouths. As their fore legs are so
short that they have to browse in a
stooping position, they seem pleased
when able to secure a large bunch of
cabbage or other vegetable provender
and to hold it in their hands to eat.
Sometimes the Young kangaroo, look-
ing out of its wiother’s pouch, catches
One or two of the leaves which the old
one drops, and the pair may be seen
each nibbling at the salad beld in their
hands, one, so to speak, ‘“‘one floor”
above the other.

The slow, deliberate clasping and
unclasping of a chameicon’s feet look
like the movemerts which the hands of
a sleepwalker might make were he
trying to creep dowustairs, The cha-
meieon’s are.almost deformed hands,
yet they have a superficia] #esemblance
to the feet of parrots, which more than
other birds use their feot for many of
the purposes of a haud when feeding,
To see many of the smaller rodents—
ground squirrels, prairie dogs and mar-
mots—hold food, usually in both paws,
is to learn a lesson in the dextrous use
of hands without thumbs,

momentary impression that a pretty
little monkey is “a wnan and a brother”
than when he stretdhes out his neat lit.
tle palm, fingers and thumb and, with
all the movements proper to the civi-
lized mode of greeting, insists on shak-
ing hands.—London Graphie,
=
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" The February meeting of the Ath-
ens ‘Women’s Institute was held Sat-
urday afternoon. A good number
were !n_attendant_:e and after the ar-
rangemeént of many business matters,
‘8 program both entertaining and in-
Structive was eénjoyed. Miss Nelllel
Earl gave a piano solo, Miss Birdie '
Derbyshire a vocal solo, Miss Gladys
Johnston a paper full of beautiful
thoughts on the “Power and Value of
the Ideal in our Lives”, and Mrs.
Eaton a paper on business__trans- '
actions drawing attention to many es-
sential points every one shofild know.
As this terrible war goes on res-
ponsibility falls more heavily daily

on each one of us. Our women are
not lagging. Cheered by the many
expressions of thanks that come
form the front they know that what
‘they are doing is helping to make
the privations of our boys a litle
less, cheering many a lonelx heart on
the battlefields of Flanders and
bringing a touch of Canada. and
home to many a hospital cot.

During the month of February,
19 well supplied pails were sent
across and the féllowing shipments
made: 99 stretcher caps, feather
pillow, 29 hdkfs., 45 property bags,
5 wash cloths, 6 pillow slips, 15 tow-
els, roll of old linen, 2 sheets, 15 prs.
bajamas, 6 flannel shirts, 17 com-
plete housewife kits, 18 packages of
boracic acid.

The Institute ig now  supplying

four prisoners of war.

A canvass of the town for funds
which are so- necessary will soon be
made. Be ready.

Every woman ‘in Athens and vie-
inity is most earnestly asked to come
and help. .

Mr. Taylor very kindly placed a
room on Main Street at the dispos-
al of the ladies and Thursday after-
noon they will meet there to pack
more pails.

Chant;
Miss® Mildred Hull

friends in Westport.

Mr .Roy Derbyshire is moving in-
to his new home, which he bought
from G. Irwin, to-day.

Mis Pearl Seed has returned home
after spending a couple of weeks
at Sand Bay with her sister, Mrs.
Harry Wood.

is  visiting

Mrs. Isaac Stevens went to Toronto
on Saturday to spend a few days with
her father.

Our school opened this morning
after being closed for the past week
on account of our teacher, Miss
Leita Gorman losing her mother,
Mrs. W. Gorman. The children have
the sympathy of the neighborhood.
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CASTORIA

For Infants and Children
In Use For Over 30 Years

Always bears
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POSTAL REGULATIONS
WAL

& Wrapper and Ame

lations Don't. Appiy.

When mailing newspapers to the
men in Fra.ncq, it should be borne in
mind that only one paper in a parcel
is allowed. This is a British regu-
lation not a Canadian one only, ' It
has hee!; in foree for some -time,
but has never been enforced until
Now the postoffice
authorities are warned to see that
the law is observed. Each parcel of
papers is weighed and, as the clerks
at theé postofiice know the correct
weight of each baper, they are easily
able 'to tell if one is not as it seems.
In such cases it is at once sent to the
dead letter office.

Some American magazines have a
notice on the inside saying that by
placing a stamp on the periodical
and dropping it unaddressed in the
mail box it would be sent to the
troops overseas. Many Caanadians
have availed hemselves of this oppor-
unity of furnishing the boys in the
trenches with reading material.
However if they had first investig-
ated it would have been found that
this was an American regulation,
and did not hold good in Canada.
Their magazines were only filling
up the dead letter office.

Bryan Invitation to Visit Toronto
Bitterly Opposed

Toronto, Feb. 26.—Hon. W. J.
Bryan, United States ex-secretary of
state, having been invited .to attend
and address the, Ontario Prohibition
Convent&on, which opens here to-day
the Daily News, in a big type front
page editorial, demands that the in-
vitation be cancelled. His libelous
report on British rule in India, his
calm insensibility to German. out-
rages in the present war, and_ his an-
ti-ally attitude regarding munitions,
contribute to make his presence un-
welcome. ‘It was an outrage against
the susceptibilities of the commun-
ity,” says the News, “to invite him
here at this time. Canadians can
never -forget that but for him and
men like him the Allies would have
a less dificult task than they face to-
day. Mr. Bryan has no message up-
on prohibition or upon any other
opic that can interest the people of
Toronto or Canada at fhe present
time.”

Zutoo
Tablets

Are used by thousands of geod
Canadians and cure thousands
of bad headaches. ;

Z curesany Headache in

BE ENFORCED
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Sold in pound
packages, 37¢.
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WE ARE AGENTS FOR THE

BROCKVILLE STEAM LAUN-

DRY. Basket is packed here
each Monday night.

E. C. TRIBU'TE'_

We carry a first-
class line of pianos,
There is no more
popular instrument
in Canada; and we
should like to have
the opportunity of
calling to your at-,
tention the advan-
tages and pleasures
that enter your home :
with a piano.

A.Taylor&Son

20 minutes. 25¢ a box, at dealers
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A Truck for the Farmer
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