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that, I wish to be distinctly and positively present day, is, to a very great extent due to
understood as not being one of those who the fact that people are in an unsettled state,
are desirous of framing our fiscal policy, or i fot knowing what the Governrent intend
any other policy, upon the basis upon which to do. It is true, as he says, the late elec-
the United States govern their people. tions in the United States gave the impres-
What I think we should do as Canadians is sion, at least to the people of the outer
to consider first what is in our own interest, world, that Congress was to reduce the
what is to our greatest advantage, and just tarif, and, with that expectation, trade at
as soon as we have cone top that conclusion, once became disturbed to a very great extent.
our policy should be along that lne and When I say trade, mean the buying and sel-
along no other. At the saine time, while a lingand the inporting f roforeign countries.
neighbouring country places on its statute- No man will import and pay a high rate of
books anv, law which materially affects us, if duty when he is looking forward with fond
we can gain any advantage by following in expectation to the duty being lowered. What
their footsteps in that particular, J do not are the facts ? The hon. gentleman has
hesitate sto say that in the interests of the admitted that the people of the United
people of Canada, we should follow that States are not to receive the advantages that
course, but where it does not have that effect, they anticipated after the election. Look at
were it bas a contrary effect, we should the Wilson Biu itself. Take it in ail its
neer be, as a. independent people, the slav- details: whilethereisareductionin tuetarif,
ish folowers of any foreign country, parti- it is fwrom 15 to 25 per cent higer than our
cularly as affects our fiscal policy and our tarify. That is the position in which it went
tarifn arrangements. Tese are the views up froin the house of Representatives. How
that i hold, and 1 believe they are held gen does it present tself to us to-day? Are thev
erally by the party hiti which I ar con- to have a tarif hased upon free trade prin-
nected in this country-Canada first, and ciples, and which we are asked to follow?
in ac l particulars we ought to fovern our- Would my hon. friend he willing to enter
sees in ou own interests. The bon. geolte- into a reciprocity treaty, pure and simple,
man repeated statements that w-e have with the United States, taking their tariff
heard very often as to the trade policy of this as proposed by the Senate, or as it is ikely to
counti-y. Hie tells us that ouir increase in be placed on the statute-book ?-We are told
trade yas not been wonderful durinc the that the McKinley tarif in the United
past year. t is not as great, I presume, as States and the Foster tarif " in this ountry
any of us would ike it to have been, but have been the cause of great depression in
when we contrast the trade of Camada and the country. Why, the Foste tarif as he
its present financial, moral and industrial terms it, or the Canadian tarif bas been 30
position with that of any other portion of to 50 per cent ess than that of the United
the world at the present day, there is no States, and I arn one of those who believe,
Cauarian wHlo knows anything of bis coun- and have not besitated to express that
try but unust be proud of the fact that he is a opinion, not only in this country, but in the
Canadian. Has not ou trade increased Antipodes, when 1 was addressing the cham-
in a greater ratio than that of our neigh- bers of commerce in Australia, that instead
bouis across the border? Have we not, dis- of the McKinley tarif ruining the trade of
played iall our enterprises more caution, and Canada and injurin our farmers, it h only
have we fot attaiîîed to a grater height in coînpelled Canadians to seek other mnarkets,
the length of tirne that we bave been work- Iand in seeking tbose markets, they have not
in- under the policy whici my hon. friend only secured thend but bave obtained
condemns so strenuously, than any other better prices and a better profit from the
country in the world? I will not attewpt to change. In speaking of the trade of the
waste the time of this use in discussing Dominion, we are constantly reminded of
the causes wbich led to the depression that the year 18i3. 1 venture the assertion that
prevails in the United States. Lt is a happy there is scarcely a gentleman in this couse
taougfht with the lion, gentleman opposite! wbo bas not heard the same thing repeated
and those wbo oppose the policy of the pre c in every speech made by gentlemenof the
sent goverinent, to attribute it to the siler opposition, on this question. The year 1873,
question. Myown convictions are that the as hon. gentleme know, was abnormal in
great depression ii the United States at the the bistory of Canada, so far as our imports


