" of Robert

T ventare to hope that the muooess which attended
the Exhibition of articles of local industry doring lm
" Autamn, will encourage you to repeat and extend the
stimalus which such exhibitions undoubtedly give.
1 now leave you to the performance of the duties of
the Session, B S : )
Hon. Members of the Assembly having returned to their
seats, His Excellency’s Speech wai 'again. read from the,
Chair, after which the House proceeted tb business, & . °
Hon. Mr. Corgs, Col. Secretary, laid on the table the Writ

of Election issued for the election of a Member for the

Second District of King's County, in the plece of Edward:

Rielly, Esql.l,ewhiv bad aceepted the office of Queen’s Printer,
Ex;d ]:h Sheriff’s Return thereou, which was read by the
STE. R o
E. Berwy, Esq:, Queen's Printer, re-elected a Memberfor
the Second District of King's County, agpemd at.the Bar,
aud having been introduced, took the usual oaths and his seat.
The following Committecs were thén appointed, viz:
. Committée. to -prepave and report the Draft Address in
avgwer to His Excellency'’sS —Megsrs. Beilly, McNeill,
Hon. Mr. Kelly, Messrs, McCormack, Dr. Jenkins, Bell
and Kickham: .~ - ¢ " :

Committee to receive Tenders for Printing the Debates
of the House—Hon. Messrs. Hensley, Howlan, Haviland.
Comnmittae.to réceive Tenders for Printing the Journals
of the House—Hon. Mr, Hensley, Mr, McNeill, Hon. Mr.
" Henderson. o : L
Committee on Public Aceounts—Meéssrs. P. Sinclair, Bell,
Hon. Mr. Kelly, Messrs. McNeill, M¢Cormack, Owen, Yeo. .
Committee o provide Stationery—Mesars. Bell, G Sincldir
and Hon. Mr, Laird. . . . e
The nsual standing Committees were then nppointed ; and,
on motion, it was ordered that Mr. Jobn Griflith be Door-
keeper to the Honse, in the place of Mr. Furlong, who,
g;iing to illness, was unable to sttend to the duties of that
o8, . - R ‘

-~ On motion of the Hon, Cor. SecrETART, Mr. Archibald
MeNeill was appointed Summary Reporter to the House, his
duty being tofurnish each Member of the House, daily, with
a prioted Summary of the previous day's proceedings. .

House adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow.
iy ~ Tourspay, March &.

Hon. B. Davizs submitted & Resolution, seconded by the
Hou. Mr. Howlan, to the effect that Robert Gordon, Benjamin
Buldersion and Isaac Oxenham be appointed Beporters fo
the House duriog the present Seasion. . .

To which the Hon. gir. HaviLaxp moved an amendment,
geconded by the Hon. Mr. McAulay, namely, that the names
ordon, Benjamin Balderston and Isaac Ozenham
be struck out, and the names of David Laird and Peter Stain-
forth McGowan be inserted in lien thereof. . :

Hon. Mr. Havinanp, insubwitéing the said amendment,
asked why were the claims of the two able Raporters of
last Session ignored? ' The eapabilities of two at least of
"the three ngmed in the Resolution of the hon. member
for Belfast {Mr. Davies) were uvnknown to the House;
trus, the name of Benjamin Balderston was before the
House 1ast Session, relative to his appointment 88 Registrar
of Deeds,and it was extraordinary that the Government,
who thought him not fit for that office, should appoint him
Reporter to the House, hisabilities to discharge the respon-
sible duties of that office never having been tested.
Messrs. Laird and McGowan's abilities, as Reporters, had
not been guestioned, and they bad given every satisfaction
lust Session. It appeared to him exceedingly strange that
Mr. McGowan’s claims; in particolar, should be.overlooked ;
he voted at the last election for Dr, Jenking and Mr, P, W.
Hyndman. He (Hon. Mr. H.) did not wish to' say one
word dispamii:gly of Mr. Gordon, whose services were
retained by the Reselntion in question; be believed that
geuntleman {0 be a good member of society and was possessed
of many excellent qualitien; but in regard to duties of g
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that he was the most ineffi- -
last Session, and yet his
and those of the better

Reporter, ii was. very evident
ciegf of 'the three Reporters of
services !drere n?ﬁ be _ :;:munued,

glified disp | with, | ) L .
quHen. Awg:xn GeneraL replied, and said it was notiobe

or talent of Roporting was confined to
lass. Change had been frequently made

3 L l 1
any one pariicular : and he had no desire to

i that, as in other deparimenis, & :
recognize the principle of continuing one clnss of officers
always in office, He had reason to believe thut the gentle-
men DA the Resolution before the House would be
found competent to. discharge the duties of their office.

last Session discharged their duties, but he had yet to learn
that Mr. Laird wes now ax applicant for the office.

" Hon. Mr. MoAvray ssid it was unfair and unjust to dis-
charge the Reporters of last Session. They had performed
their work faithfully and well, and why discharge them?

Hon. Mr. Davies ssid the same line of argament as' that
used by the Hon. Mr, McAulay mightbe applied to the office
of Speaker of the House, or auy- other office. The debates
of list Séssion wera notcondueted with thatimpartiality which
should be ohserved onthe.part of the Reporters. His opinions
on the Loan Bill had not bedn put forward as they should
be ; and he was. informed that Mr. Laird refused to publish
his speech as forwarded to him by the Reporter who was
at the desk on thebeeasion. If those young men named in
the Resolution had certificates of competency, which he
believed they. had, they, he had no doubt, would give general
satisfaction to the House. - T

Mr. Breckn said if the ocharges made by the Hon.
M. Davies wers correct soms grownds might-exist for sab-
stituting the name of another in his place, but he was of
opivion. that the charge was not.correst. Mr. Laird’s
character was too well known in this commasity for any
one to believe that he would be guilty of what the houn.
member (Mr. Davies) had charged him. There were two
ways of misrepres ;in%as aker, lst, by putting down
what be did not'say; 2Ind, by omitting what he did say.
1t was to be regrotted that the: Gosernment could not
provide some _other office for. Mr. Balderston ; bat he
supposed & section of the Government wanted some public
recognition of the. services of at least one prominent mem-
ber of the Tenant ue. It wag an admitted fact that
‘the two most efficient Reparters were discharged without
a fault, aud the most inefficient one retained..

Hon, Mr. Henpersoy said it was a delioste matter tospeak
of the conduct of those who could not reply. He was
surprised that the Hon. Mr. Dsvies had not publicly
‘charged Mr. Laird with that now alleged, when writing
on_the subject in the public press. He would always
defend those whose conduct merited dofence, but to
discharge the abler officers of any department was contrary
to all he ever knew, civil or military.

Hon. Mr:; HowLaAx said it was unfdir to Mr.. Gordon to
say that he was inefticient.. The Parliamentary Reporter of
{ast Session would show that Mr. Gordon had performed his
foll share of the work. It was well to have 2 change
accassionslly, without which no inducement was held out to
those, disposed to excel in any department. He (Hon. Mr,
Howlan) would ask if the hon. member for Georgetown (Mr.
‘MeAulay) thought it unfair or-unjust on a ceriain eccasion
to accept the office of Speaker of that House, the duties of
which had been efficiently discharged by bis predecessor.

Hon. Mr. Havivaxp reiterated that Mr, Gordon was not
an efficient Reperter; he might be master of the English
language, and yet not be a good Reporter. He (Hon. M.
Haviland) said that the hon, member for Belfast (Mr. Davies)
should have stated, openly and fairly, when he submitted his
resolution, that Mr. Laird was guilty of favoritism, and not
charge him with it afterwards. o

Hono. CoL. SecrErary said that individually he had nothing
to say against the Reporters of last Session.” He had ample
confidence in Mr. Laird's integrity, but it appeated that
that gentleman wag very indifferens about taking the office

again, though he believed he would ‘accept of it if it was
the desire of the House. The Fiée Education Act had

Ho was satisfied with the manuer in which the Reporfers of -



