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Sermons for the Unsatisfied
By J. S. Woodsworth Secretary of the Canadian Welfare I .eague

I-—The New Era and Its Problems

We live in u new world.
As children we were en­
tranced by the rapid 
changes and developments 
of the Elizabethan period.
It would Seem that at 
that time some new land 
was being discovered 
every few days. But the 
gluts- is small and the 
continents were soon ex­
hausted. In our day, 
however, we are pushing 
forth into a score of 
different realms, each ap­
parently inexhaustible.
The horizon is Isiirtg push­
ed back and vast and 
bewildering vistas are liv­
ing opened up on every side. Science, 
invention, historical research, social in­
vestigation—each brings daily to our 
attention a bewildering array of newly 
found treasures- The new world is a 
big place.
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It Pays
To Store Feed Inside

The feed keeps better, none of its 
food value is wasted by exposure 
and you are saved from outside 
work on bitter winter days.

Enables you to store your feed in 
the mow yourself and without a 
man to help you. The team (hs-s 
the heavy lifting and the tedious, 
job of pitching off by hand is saved
The car takes off green feed, prairie 
wool, hay, straw or oat sheaves, 
and cleans the rack in three or four 
big lifts.
It saves time arid work enough in 
one season to pay its cost. It is 
better than an extra man.
Now’s the time to put it in and 
be ready for the busy season.
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And yet on the other 
hand the World has lie 
come small. The contin­
ents are now crossed, not 
in so many months, but 
m so many hours; the 
oceans have ceased to di­
vide and now offer the 
lient means of communi­
cation Not content with 
travel on the level, we 
now jgt raverse with our 
submarines the hidden
depths, and in our airships 
laugh at the wings of Un­
wind It was wonderful 
when over great distances 
messages could Ik- sent
along the wire. Now we

talk to our friends in mid-ocean without 
visible means of communication.

But in a deeper sense than tlmi, the 
world has become small. We are be­
ginning to perceive its inner unity and
to understand the relation of its various 
jiarts. A visitor to Isindon travels by 
bus along miles of shops and houses. 
Next day he travels miles in another 
direction. A third day he takes the 
underground and emerges at his desti­
nation. I lie following day, guided by 
the direction of the jsiliceman, he walks 
to some particular place and then back 
again carefully by the same route, l/in- 
don is for him a vast, confusing net­
work of streets and railways. He has 
come to know a few faces, but he has no 
idea whatever as to directions and dis­
tances. He makes further excursions. 
He studies his map someone has sur­
veyed the field liefore him. He lakes 
new routes. Gradually the streets and 
places of interest arrange themselves 
into an orderly system. Vast areas 
remain unexplored, but Izindon is no 
longer incomprehensible. It is no longer 
a jumbled collection of show-places 
it is a city.

So without the aid of a map for no 
one has passed this way ahead of us we 
have Ix-cti gradually exploring this vast, 
complicated new world of ours. To our 
surprise we find that religion runs into 
psychology, that ethics connects up with 
political economy, that art runs parallel 
with mathematics. These discoveries arc 
often (xisitively disconcerting. When a 
man is lost in the woods and suddenly 
finds himself in his own clearing, lie may 
become completely “turned around;" so 
in face of these new problems, many a 
man is, as we say, “upset” in his religious 
ideas, or, as we sometimes put it, he 
doesn’t quite know where tie is at." 

It is undoubtedly a trying jx-riod, but one 
Hi which he should rejoice, for surely hi­
ts growing; his world is enlarging, let 
him not try to crowd himself into his old 
shell let him not stand “trembling 
on the brink," but ratlx-r plunge into the 
new and larger life.

Gradually, then, we arc organizing our 
new knowledge: the world is for us no 
longer a chaotic connection of isolated 
and unrelated phenomena, but an ordered 
system with related parts of a unifying 
pur|xise Home of tlx- world’s mysteries 
may have vanished, but mysteries, after 
all. are only those things that have 
mystified us left us in a fog on the, 
other hand, as we learn more of what are 
termed the laws of nature, we an- more 
and more, as the old hymn has it, “lost 
in wonder, love and praise." We an- out 
of the fog into God’s clear sunlight which 
floods and glorifies the landsea|ie.

Readjustments arc 'if course necessary 
in every direetion Old established theor­
ies have gone I,y the board Everything 
is. as it were, in the melting-pot Systems 
of political economy, codes of ethics, 
religious creeds, social institutions, na­
tional ideals all are lx-irig tried by fire 
It is doubtless distressing to watch some 
cherished lx-lief shrivel up and disappear, 
but why dread the fire'' The gold will 
come out purified ; t ruth can never [x-nsh

Among the most important develop­
ment'- of the new era is the drawing 
together of the peoples of the world. 
Rapid, cheap and safe transportation has 
carried millions of people far from their 
homes into foreign or hitherto unknown 
lands’. Thru books and papers we are 
becoming acquainted with the inhabitants 

all countries. The telegraph da.lv
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If you are building a new home or remodeling your preeenl one you will 
require modern toilet fixturea; running water, hot and cold; a eanilary method 
of sewage diapoeal; a warm comfortable houae in winter end electric lighting 
by turning on a ewitch. Why not put our experience at your eervtce by 
writing for particulara of any eyetem in which you are interested?
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