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the communicants from seeing the ceremony of
breaking the bread in the consecration pr:\.\(“x: It
would be curious, had we the space, to note at length
how circumstances and prejudices change, and even
reverse the significance of ritual customs. I'he
eastward position, and in particular the breaking of
the bread in that position, is mow thought by the
Low Church party to symbolize the sacrificial
aspect of the Eucharist. Time was when the High
Church party in England condemned the eastward
ition and adopted the northward, because the
ormer was supposed to obscure the doctrine of the
Eucharistic sacrifice. The extreme section of the
Non-Jurors published a prayer book of their own in
1718, in which the eastward position is forbidden and
the northward prescribed, because. the interposition
of the celebrant's body between the act of conseqra-
tion apd the people was supposed to hinder them
joining * either in the sacrificial or sacriamental
of this office "—a *‘ shocking " notion to divines
who held such high views on the sacrificial aspect
of the sacrament. In explaining this rubncal
direction, Brett, one of the most eminent of the High
Church Non-Jurors, says: * I desire that the priest
may still be directed to stand at the north side of
the table, and not at the place which we at this
time call before thé table—that is, the west side,
with his back to the people.” This proves two
things—how the eastward position was once a
common, if not the prevailing, custom ; and it was
the extreme section of the High Church party who
objected to it on the ground that it obscured the
v doctrine which the Low Church party now
declare it teaches.
R.
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2nd Sunday after Christmas. Jan 4th, 1891
MissioNs.—PRrAYER FOR ALL’CoNDITIONS OF MEN.

Our Prayer-Book, ip obedience to St..Paul's com-
mand (1Tim. ii. 1, 2), provides prayers and thanks.
givings for all men, as well as for kiugs and those in
authority. In the Litany the ‘ sorts and conditions
of men " dfe mentioned separately. ¢. g., all nations,
the sick, travellers, orphans, etc. When this is not
used, its many petitions are grouped together in the
‘ Prayer for all Conditions of Men."

In the ‘ General Thanksgiving,” thanks are offered
for all men.

I. TaHE PraYER FOR ALL CONDITIONS OF MEN.

This prayer may be called new, although it is more
than two hundred years old. It, with the ‘ General
Thanksgiving,” was added to the Prayer-Book when
it was last revised in 1662. Originglly it is supposed
to have been longer, containing petitions for the
King, clergy, etc. These were thrown out by the
Convocation. The length of the original accounts
for the word “ finally,” which seems rather unneces-
sary in such a short prayer. It may be divided into
five parts.

(1) The Address. ]t is reasonable that God should
be addressed as the ‘“ Creator and Preserver,”” when
asked to preserve all whom he has created.

Prayer for all Men. All sorts of men means all races
—Englisb, French, African, Chinese, etc. God made
us all of one blood (Acts xvii. 26). All are children
of Adam. Cbrist died for all (1 St. John ii. 2). We
belong to one great family, and should, to-day, pray
particularly for the heathen, that they may know
“God’s ways.” As a means to this end, let us obey
our Lord’'s command, and pray that * labourers may
be sent into the vineyard.” Do not let the *“ Epi-
phany Appeal "’ fall upon deaf ears.

All conditions of men are prayed for—rich and poor,
high and low, strong and weak. All conditions meet
together (Prov. xxii. 2), and all may profit by the
prayers offered.. - The rich need help as much as the
poor, or more (Eccles. v. 12; St. Matt. xiii. 22). So
in the Litany we asked to be delivered ‘‘in all time
of our wealth.”

(8) Prayer for l'niversal Salvation. That all men
may know ‘“ God’s way,” and all nations obtain *‘ sav-
ing health " from the Good Physician.

(4) Prayer for the Church. Even in the general
prayer the Church must take the first place (Gal. vi.
10). In these days of clashing doctrines and varying
creeds it is indeed necessary to pray ‘*‘ that all who

rofess and call themselves Christians may be led
mto the way of truth.” Instead of quarreling with
those who differ from us, let us pray that all may
‘“hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life.” This threefold
cord of unity, peace and righteousness, cannot be easily
broken (Eccles. iv. 12).

(5) Prayer for the Afflicted. 1t is well to pray for
these (St. James v. 14, 15), but only God knows
what is best ; so they are commended to Hisfatherly
care for comfort, relief, patience, etc.

IE. THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING.

Thanks, as well as prayers, must be made for all

|
men (1 Tim. 1. 1, this is done in the * (jenora
The * Confession ' which is also

Fhanksgiving.
i ix repeated aloud by the congroga

called '

tion. I some churches the people join audibly in

the ** Geuneral Thanksgiving ' also ;. this s not ac

cording to the rubric. " Nofte that the ** Amen ' s

prinied 1ics, Yile tn the “ Confesston ' of 18 tn

h s ecame s (he prayer )
1 1A {ddress God 18 r;\“w‘ * The Father of :\h

mercies.” then thanked for His mercies to us.

12 tiod's goodness.  For His love
in creating us, for His thoughtful care in presereing
us. and for the countless blessings of this life.  But
far more thanks are due for His ' inestimable love
(* which passeth knowledge,” Eph. ii. 19) in the re
demption of the world by our J.ord Jesus Christ.”
How wonderful is that redempeion. That the great
and mighty God should become man, and die on the
Cross to save simnsis (Rom. v. 8). Is it possible to
measure the length and breadth and height of His
love? Let us receive in wondering grntitudv * His
unspeakable gift =" (2 Cor. 1x. 15.) )

We thank God also for the ‘' means of gruce.”
Grace (“favour” or * help”) may be obtained
through the means provided. Prayer, sacraments,
study of the Bible, are all intended to help Christians
on their way.

Then there is the ** hope of glory ™ which brightens
the dark paths and makes suffering seem as nothing
(Rom. vin. 18 .

Lastly, we pray it thankfulness may be shown,
not in words only, ** but in our lives.” A sad, dis
mal religion is #rong. Chrmtians are commanded to
“rejoice in the Lord always.” See a'so 1 S. Peter i.
8: 1v. 130 Cultivate a joyous disposition, for joy
stands second only to love (Gal. v. 22). Those who
stand 1n the light 'of God's favour should reflect it,
as the moon reflects the light of the sun.

2y Jhanks 1o iié

“The moon abgve, the Church below
A wondrous race they run,

But all their radiance, all their glow,
F.ach borrows from its sun.”

* Familp Reading.

Second Sunday after Christmas
FORMED BY A MOULD.

a brickmaker at work? |
He takes a mass of wet clay,

Ind vou ever see

dare say you have.

puts it into a mould, turns it out, and behold ! ‘

there is a brick.

The mould forms the brick, makes it the shape
of itself. And if it is a good mould, the bricks
come out a good shape; but if there is anything
wrong about the mould, if it i8 crooked or bent,
of course the bricks are crooked and bent too, as
is quite to be expected.

I wonder if people are ever at all like clay. 1
think they are in one way. They are very apt to
be formed by those near them and about them,
just as soft clay is.shaped by the brick-mould.

They are so/¢; they don't think for themselves ;
they don't try and get right ideas about things and
doings, but just get hold of the notions of ‘those
about them.

Now that is exactly what you must not do, for
St. Paul says plainly enough—** Be not conformed
to the world.”” That is, don't get shaped or formed
by the ideas of the world.

The world is wrong very often, and that is why
it is called ¢ wicked " in the Catechism,

Yet we needn’tthink of particular peopiéﬁ%“; the
world.”  Don’t say ‘ Mr. So-and-So belongs to the
world, but Mr. So-and-So is a true Christian."”

How can you see into hearts ?

Nobody can settle who is on the right side an
who on the wrong but God. :

But for all that, you can be quite clear about
opintons and_views of things.

‘“ Everybody thinks so,” is ofign said ; just asif
‘“ everybody " must be right. A _

Don’t take up an opinion because it is held by
somebody you know. For instance, there is that
well-known raying, ** Take care of Number One."
That sounds almost as if it were a proverb (which
is a short, pithy saying). -

Now it is that very thing which makes it so

dangerous. For it is really fow, and bad, and
selfish. As much as to say, *“ Take care of your-

self (that is Number One), and never mind other
people.”

Get the best thing yourself, the warmest seat
by the fire, the really good view of the procession
in the street, the best apple on the plate.

~

\c‘\!'l’ llllllli lt' cl”ll‘l' l‘('tll'll‘ got a i‘!:,\‘ll"};?‘, '“‘lﬂ..
Or are pnwhml out of secing the procession at u“.
or if they get the over-nipe apple, which 1w 199
sweet and not at all nice,

“(lever,” the world snys, to look out for YOUur.
solf, and you're half imchned to think so teo,
It's so comfortable to take care of one's self, the
fire 18 so nice and warm, and it 18 just what
v uwr_\'ixul_\'” does, to make a push for himself,

Only that text will come nto your head, * Be
not conformed to this world.”

8o 18 the world right after all ?

Right !
be noble and unselfish, don't you? You want to
be like Christ, Who never pleased Himself, Whe
was as unlike as possible to the selfish, grasping
world.

And what happens if a boy does what the world
tells him
Why at last he can’t be noble and unselfish ; he is
incapable of it.

The other day some little boys were shiding, the
ice broke, they shpped into the water and were
drowned. A big lad was only one or two fields
off, and when he was asked why he didn't plunge
in and try to save them, he said, ** He thought he
should be drowned too.”” 5o he let them sink and
die, the cowardly lad! Ah! | dare say he had
followed the world's advice, and taken care of him-
self so long, that he couldn’t change all at once.

What else does the world say ?

‘tset on in hfe by fair means $r foul.”

Yes ; boys think they must get up in the class,
and so they copy a lhttle bit slyly in school, and
just glance at another boy's paper, and get an
idea that helps them a good deal by looking
(without seeming to look) at the exércise, which is
always right.

And the other boys think there 18 no harm in
it ; its always been done, and so on. Ah! that's
the world again, the boy's world that has its false
opinion about nght and wrong !

Now you know very well that cnbbing and not
doing work honestly, all yourself, 1s wrong. Shut
your ears then to what the world says, and listen
to God.

** There shall no deceitiul person dwell in My
house."

““He that is faith/ul 1n that which is least, is
Jtaithful also in much."”

So you will hot be ** conformed to the world,"
will you? Do keepin mind the fact that
‘“ everybody '’ thinking a thing does not make it
right.

Or when you are older, the world will very likely
say to you something like this - -** Get rich, that
is the chief thing."

And if you believe the world, what will happen ?
Several things might happen. A situation might
be offered you where there’s a good deal of work
on Sunday. The world will say—

‘“Never mind that. You must live. Business
comes first. A man must attend to business if he
wants to succeed. (The world, you see, often puts
the matter i way that sounds very sensible!)
What do Sundays matter just for a few years?"

Ah! but there's another view of the matter
altogether, if you look into the Bible.

‘““Beek ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness.”” And what then? * All these
things shall be added unto you."

As much as to say, ‘“ Do what's right, and trust
God for the rest.”” God prospers these who seek
Him, even on earth. They get on in the main,
that is, taking things altogether, not a little bit at

_a time. ¢

So I do hope you will be brave, and not mind
the world.

““No, I won't give up my Sundays for the sake
of a good place. I won't run the risk of getting
worldly by giving up my greatest helps—Church,
a quiet time on Sundays, and Holy Communion.”

Once a lad was offered a well-paid situation.
But where wasit? In a gin distillery. ‘ You
heedn't touch a drop of spirits yourself,” the
manager said to him. * But how about the people
who do ? " said the boy. He thought of the thou-
sand homes reduced to misery and want by the
fatal habit of gin-drinking. He thought of the
sodden face of a drinking woman he had passed

tl}at _very morning. So he said * No," because he

4

No, I should think not. You want tg .

goes on taking care of Number One?
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