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the communicants from seeing the ceremony of 
breaking the broad in the consecration prayer. It 
would be curions, had we the apace, to noteat length 
how circumstances and prejudices change, and ex on 
reverse the significance of ritual customs. I he 
eastward position, and in particular the breaking of 
the bread in that position, is now thought by the 
Low Church party to symbolise the sacrificial 
aspect of the Eucharist. Time was when the High 
Church party in England condemned the eastward 
position and adopted the northward, because the 
former was supposed to obscure the doctrine of the 
Eucharistic sacrifice. The extreme section of the 
Non-Jurors published a prayer hook of their own in 
1718, in which theeastward position is forbidden and 
the northward prescribed, because the interposition 
of the celebrant’s body between the act of coust\yra 
tion and the people was supposed to hinder them 
joining “either in the sacrificial or sacramental 
part of this office “—a “ shocking " notion to divines 
who held such high views on the sacrificial aspect 
of the sacrament. In explaining this rubrical 
direction, Brett, one of the most eminent of the High 
Church Non-Jurors, says: “ I desire that the priest 
may still be directed to stand at the north side of 
the table, and not at the place which we at this 
time call before the table—that is, the west aide, 
with his back to the people." This proves two 
tilings—how the eastward position was once a 
common, if not the prevailing, custom : and it was 
the extreme section of the High Church party who 
objected to it on the ground that it obscured the 
very doctrine which the Low Church party now 
declare it teaches.
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Missions.—Prayer for all*Conditions, of Mf.n.
Our Prayer-Book, ip obedience to St. Paul's com 

m&nd (lTim. ii. 1, ‘21, provides prayers and thanks­
givings for all men, as well as for kings and those in 
authority. In the Litany the “ sorts and conditions 
of men " ite mentioned separately, e. y.. all nations, 
the sick, travellers, orphans* etc. When this is not 
used, its many petitions are grouped together in the 
“ Prayer for all Conditions of Men."

In the “ General Thanksgiving,” thanks are offered 
for all men.
I. The Prayer for all Conditions of Men.

This prayer may be called neir, although it is more 
than two hundred years old. It, with the “ General 
Thanksgiving," was added to the Prayer-Book when 
it was last revised in 1662. Originally it is supposed 
to have been longer, containing petitions for the 
King, clergy, etc. These were thrown out by the 
Convocation. The length of the original accounts 
for the word “ finally," which seems rather unneces­
sary in such a short prayer. It may be divided into 
five parts.

(1) The Address. Jit is reasonable that God should 
be addressed as the “ Creator and Preserver," when 
asked to preserve all whom he has created.

Prayer for till Men. All sort* of men means all races 
—English, French, African, Chinese, etc. God made 
us all of one blood (Acts xvii. 26). All are children 
of Adam. Christ died for all (1 St. John ii. 2). We 
belong to one great family, and should, to-day, pray 
particularly for the heathen, that they may know 
“ God's ways." As a means to this end, let us obey 
our Lord’s command, and pray that “ labourers may 
be sent into the vineyard." Do not let the “ Kpi 
phany Appeal " fall upon deaf ears.

All condition* of men are prayed for—rich and poor, 
high and low', strong and weak. All conditions meet 
together tProv. xxii. 2», and all may profit by the 
prayers offered. The rich need help as much as the 
poor, or outre (Kccles. v. 12 ; St. Matt. xiii. 22). So 
in the Litany we asked to be delivered “ in all time 
of onr wealth."

(3) Prayer for Universal ,Sal ration. That all men 
may know “ God’s way," and all nations obtain “ sav­
ing health ” from the Good Physician.

(4) Prayer for the Church. Even in the -general 
prayer the Church must take the first place (Gal. vi. 
10). In these days of clashing doctrines and varying 
creeds it is indeed necessary to pray “ that all who 
profess and call themselves Christians may be led 
into the way of truth." Instead of quarreling with 
those who differ from us, let us pray that all may 
“ hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of 
peace, and in righteousness of life." This threefold 
cord of unity, peace and riyhteoume**, cannot be easily 
broken (Eccles. iv. 12).

(5) Prayer for the Afflicted. It is well to pray for 
these (St. James v. 14, 15), but only God knows 
what is best ; so they are commended to His fatherly 
care for comfort, relief, patience, etc.
II. The General Thanksgiving.

Thanks, as well as prayers, must be made for all
y

men il Tim. n l>. this is done in the " Genera 
Thanksgiving." The "Confession " which is also 
calhsl "Central," is repeated aloud by the congrega 
tion. In some churches the j>eoi>lo join audibly in 
the 11 tleuvral Thanksgiving also , this is not ac­
cording to the rubric. Ndfiiv that the " Amen it 
firm ted in italhs, uhife m the " ( unfession it n m 
Human letter* the mime at (hep rayer ,

(1) ! hr Add ret*. Hod is cal let l ” The Father of all 
mercies.” then thanked for Ilia mercies to us.

Vii Thank* for all ttoti's goodness. For His love 
in dealing us, for Ills thoughtful cart' ill preserving 
us. and for the countless h le» sings of this life. But 
far more thanks are due for li;s “ inestimable love 
V which passetli knowledge,' Kpli. iii. IV) in the re 
deniption of the world by our Is>rxl .lowu# Christ. 
How wonderful is that redemption. That the great 
and mighty Hod should become man, and die ou the 
Cross to save sinner* (Ham. v. 8). la it possible to 
measure the length anti breadth ami height of His 
love ? Let ua receive in wondering gratitude ” His 
uusisNikahle gift ” (2 Cor. ix. 15.1

We thank Hod also for the “ woi*u of grate." 
(trace (“favour" or "help") may bo obtained 
through tlu> means provided. Prayer, sacraments, 
study of the Bible, are all intended to help Christiana 
on their way.

Then there is the " A-pe <>t glory " which brigliteus 
the dark paths and makes suffering seem as nothing
(Rom. viii. 18). . •

Lastly, we pray trot thankfulness may l»e shown, 
not in words only, “ but in our lives." A sad. dis 
mal religion is u r,>ng. Chrmtians arc commanded to 
“rejoice in the Lord always." See a'so 1 S. Peter i. 
8; iv. 13.) Cultivate a joyous disposition, for joy 
stands second only to love (Gal. v. 22). Those who 
stand in the light 'of (.tod's favour should reflect it, 
as the moon reflects the light of the sun.

“The moon aliyve, the Church below 
A wondrous race they run.

But all their radiance, all their glow,
Each borrows from its sun.

jfamiln îvraùing.
Second Sunday after Christmas

FORMED BY A MOULD.

Did you ever see a brick maker at work? 1 
dare say you have. He takes a mass of wet clay, 
puts it into a mould, turns it out, and behold ! 
there is a brick.

The mould forms the brick, makes it the sha|>e 
of itself. And if it is a good mould, the bricks 
come out a good shape ; but if there is anything 
wrong about the mould, if it is crooked or bent, 
of course the bricks are crooked and bent too, as 
is quite to be expected.

I wonder if /teople are ever at all like clay. I 
think they are in one way. They are very apt to 
be formed by those near them and about them, 
just as soft clay is.sliaped by the brick-mould.

They are soft; they don’t think for themselves ; 
they don't try and get right ideas about things and 
doings, but just get hold of the notions of those 
about them.

Now that is exactly what you must not do, for 
St. Paul says plainly enough—“ Be not conformed 
to the world.” That is, don’tget shaped or formed 
by the ideas of the world.

The world is wrong very often, and that is why 
it is called “ wicked ” in the Catechism,.

Yet we needn'tthink of particular peophks” the 
world.” Don’t say “ Mr. So-and-So belongs 10 the 
world, but Mr. So-and-So is a true Christian.”

How can you see into hearts?
NoIkxIv can settle who is on the right side and 

who on the wrong hut God.
But for all that, you can be quite clear about 

opinions and views of things.
“ Everybody thinks so,” is oft^n said ; just as4f 

“ everybody ” must be right.
Don’t take up an opinion because it is held by 

somebody you know. For instance, there is that 
well-known Faying, “ Take care of Number One.” 
That sounds almost as if it were a proverb (which 
is a short, pithy saying).

Now it is that very thing which makes it so 
dangerous. For it is really Tow, and bad, and 
selfish. As much as to say, “Take care of your- 
self'(that is Number One), and never mind other 
people."

Get the best thing yourself, the warmest seat 
by the fire, the really good view of the procession 
in the street, the best apple on the plate.

Never nnnd if other people get a draughty sent 
or are pushed out of seeing the procession at 
or if they get the over ri|w apple, which is too 
sweet and not at all nice,

•• Clover,” the world says, to look out fur vonr. 
self, and you're half inclined to think so too. 
Its so comfortable to take care of one's self, the 
tire is so nice ami warm, and it i* just what 
“everybody” di>e*. to make a push for himself.

thUif that text will come into your heed, •• Be 
not conformed to this world.”

,So is the world right after all ?
Bight! No, I should think not. You xxantto 

1*’ noble end unselfish, don't you ? You want to 
l*i like Christ, Who never pleased Himself. Who 
was as unlike as possible to the selfish, grasping 
world.
- And what happens if a boy does w hat the world 
tells him—goee on taking cere of Number <hie? 
Why at last he can’t he noble and unselfish ; he is 
incapable of it.

The other day some little boys were sliding, the 
ice broke, they slipped into the water and were 
drowned. A big lad was only one or two fields 
off, and when he was asked why he didn't plunge 
in and try to save them, lie said. “ lie thought he 
should be drowned too." So he let them sink and 
die, the cowardly lad! Ah! I dan» say lie had 
followed the world's advice, and taken rare of him­
self so long, that he couldn't change all at once.

What else dot's the world say ?
11 tiet on in life by fair means 4>r foul.”
Yes ; Imvs think they must get up in the class, 

ami so they copy a little hit slyly in school, and 
just glance at another hoy's juiper, and get an 
idea that helj>s them a good deal by looking 
(without teeming to look) at the exercise, which is 
always right.

And the other l*>ys think there is no harm in 
it ; its always been done, ami so on. Ah ! that's 
the world again, the boy's world that has its false 
opinion about nght and wrong !

Now you know very well that cribbing and not 
doing work honestly, all yourself, is wrong. Shut 
your ears then to what the world says, and listen 
to < lod.

“ There shall no deeeitlul person dwell in My 
house.”

“ He that is faithful in that which is least, is 
faithful also in much."

So you will hot lie “ conformed to the world," 
will you? Do keep in mind the fact that 
“ evenbody " thinking a thing does not make it 
right.

Or when you are older, the world will very likely 
say to you something like this Get rich, that 
is the chief thing.”

And if you believe the world, what will happen ? 
Several things might happen. A situation might 
be offered you where there's a good deal of work 
on Sunday. The world *T11 say—

“•Never mind that. You must live. Business 
comes first. A man must attend to business if he 
wants to succeed. (The world, you see, often puts 
the matter iir*a way that sounds very sensible !) 
What do Sundays matter just for a few years ? "

Ah ! but there's another view of the matter 
altogether, if you look into the Bible.

“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.” And what then ? “ All these
things shall be added unto you.'!

As much as to say, “ Do what’s right, and trust 
God for the rest.” God prospers those who seek 
Hitn, even on earth. They get on in the main, 
that is, taking things altogether, not a little bit at 
a time. , t .

So I do hope you will be brave, and not mind 
the world.

“ No, I won't give up my Sundays for the sake 
of a good place. I won’t run the rink of getting 
worldly by giving up my greatest helps—Church, 
a quiet time on Sundays, and Holy Communion.”

Once a lad was offered a well-paid situation. 
But where was it? In a gin distillery. “You 
heedn’t touch a drop of spirits yourself," the 
manager said to him. “ But how about the people 
who do ? " said the boy. He thought of the thou­
sand homes reduced to misery and want by the 
fatal habit of gin-drinking. He thought of the 
sodden face of a drinking woman he had passed 
that very morning. So he said “ No,” becausehe


