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Bacred Heart Review.
¥HE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.

Y A rmm—;;; THEOLOGIAN,
CCOXXVI,

We have seen how our friend the
correspondent, on very insufficient
grounds, has expressed his horror over
the claims advanced for ** the Church
of Damasus and Hildebrand.” We will
now consider how far he is entitled to
speak of *‘ the culpable Innocents.”

There have been thirteen Popes of
this name. Of course it is to Protest-
ant judgment that the writer appeals.
This would have no seruple in giving
over to him Innocent 1V, and Innocent
VIIL, although the latter is praised by
Bishop Creighton for his helpfulness in
settling Knglish consciences after the
final victory of Henry VIL in the long
and wearisone contest over the crown.

How now as to the eleven remaining
Innocents? Our great Protestant en-
eyclopedia of Herzog Plitt has nothing
to allege against the personal worth of
Innocent the First (reigning from 402 to
417) or againost his pastoral faithfuloess.
It sets him forth as neglecting no fair
opportunity of advancing the authcrity
of the Roman Sece, but as this is simply
no exemplification of the maxim of law :
Boni judicis est ampliare jurisdictionem:
“ It appertains to a good judge to en-
large his jurisdiction,” of course it
gives uo occasion for attaching the
“ eulpable’’ to his

odious epithet ]
name. Besides that thorough-going
Protestant, Dean Milman, expresses

serious doubts whether Christianity
could have survived through the Middle
Ages, at least in any energy worthy
the name, had not the Popes resolutely
and unflinchingly taken on themselves
the supreme guardianship of its inter-
ests.

Innocent II. (1130 1113) was chosen
by aminority of the cardinalg, moved,
says Herzog, by his purity of life, and by
their consciousness of the selfish am-
bition of his competitor Anacletus. It
has always been allowed in the Church
that *‘ the sounder part,”’ in an elec-
tion,’ is to be preferred to ** the major
part,”’ provided the moral difference
is clearly made ount, as it was in this
©ase. Certain it is that the highminded
disinterestedness of St. Bernard at once
took ground for Innocent as the true
Pope, and was followed by France, by
England, by the Empire, and at last by
Italy. Innocent’s great endeavor, after
securing the See, was to heal the wounds
of the schism. In behalf of this he
faced a renewed rebellion of the Romans
which was still flaming at his death.
Certainly we have no ** culpable Inno-
cent '’ here.

Innocent the Third (1198-1216) has
been to Protestants the traditional
scarecrow, in some respects more an
object of horror to them than Hilde
brand himself. Probably the mind of
the writer is specially fixed on Innocent
I, as the pecaliarly ** calpable’ Pope

of this name. llowever, this style of
speaking and thioking has fallen into
permanent discredit.  Herzog Plitt,

energetic as its Protestantism is, will
not give into it in the least. It re
marks that all through his life, Inno
cent I1[. makes avicent his longing for
rest and seclusion, where he could
meditate thoughts of God, and that his
firm and certain tread through all the
inflnite perplexities of his eighteen
years’ pontificate (begun at thirty-
soven and ended at flity five) is not that
of a soul swaved by petty interests and
selfish ambitions, but of one which is
inwardly yielded, in simplicity of aim,
to the guidance of God. His one pur-
pose was, in an age of rude force, to
aflirm the supremacy of moral and spir
itual interests, and there was never in
him any shrinking from bis high calling
before the face of the great. e could
aflirm in all sincerity that God had
said to him what He said to Jeremiah :
“ See, I have this day set thee over the
nations and over the kingdoms to root
out and to pull down, and to destroy,
and to throw down, to build, and to
plaut.'”” Are take hold on
eternity roally so a thing that
Christians—1I do not mean this writer,
but Christians—should be ashamed to
own their satisfaction that onco at leas
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Vi. was an energetic reformer. He
cashiered numerous commends, reserva-
tions and expectancies, recalled many
benefices unsuitably bestowed, and
strongly condemned pluralities. He
took special care to promote a sound
curialistic administration.

Having, as good Protestants, already
given over Innocent 1V, and Innocent
VIIL to the secular arm of the Repub-
lican correspondent, we have run
through 1, 2, 3,5, 6, without finding
another victim to the stera justice ol
our friend. lowever, there is hope
yet, as there are still six Innocents to
be arraigned before the Boston luquisi-
ition,

Innocent VII (1404-1406) lived in
the time of the Great Schism, and had
a cowpetitor, the anti-pope Benedict
X111, Peter de Luna. OI course much
could not have been expected of him,
in this embarrassment, duriog his two

years' pontificate.
Herzog-Plitt  says that Cardinal
Cosimo Migliorati was ** one of the

most influential and highly esteemed
persovalities in the Roman Curia, his
irreproachable life, his rigorous self-
diseipline, his comprehensive knowl
edge of the eanon law, his administrat-
ive capacity, attracted to him the
votes of the eardinals; on the 17th of
October, 1104, the Cardinal priest of
Santa Croce issued from the conclave
as Pope Innocent VIL” No intrigue
or bribery here ; the conclave seews to
have been as blameless a one as that
which chose Pius X. or Leo XIII,
Innocent has undoubtedly a better
title than Benediet, whose almost luna-
tic obstinacy the Church had justly
noted by putting his name out of the
list of the Popes, and acknowledging a
later Benediet XIII. It could hardly
have been expected, thorefore, that
Migliorati should have abdicated, even
if de Luva had done so, which, by the
way, the stubborn and astute Spaniard
had not the least thought of doing. A
General Couancil was a dignified and
eflicient means « f composing the Schism,
and Herzog Plitt declares that it was
no fault of Ionocent VII, that such a
one was not convoked, as that of Con-
stance was a few years later, not to
speak ol the dubious gathering of Pisa.
[onocent VI therefore figures among
the Popes asa pious and virtuous man,
of excellent aly, which it was not his
fault that he could not accomplish.
Another disappointment ! Our ‘“‘cul-
pability '’ eludes us, from Pope to
Pope. However, we have flve august
culprits still in reserve, whom we will
remand to prison, with a modest pro-
vision for their pontifical wants, until

the meeting of the I[nquistio papalis
pravitatis, at the Old South, next
week.

CuArLes C. STARBUCK.
- Andover, Mass.

FIVE-MINUTES SERMON.

IN RELATION TO MY SURROUNDINGS.

We are apt to speak of the influence
which one man exerts over another ol
as of a power which he can put forth or
retain, forgetting to what a large ex-
tent we must often influence those
around us whether we will it or no, As
I pass along the street I may unwitting
ly alter and qualify the thoughts of
many unseen to myself; how much
more does my every act and gesture
affect those who are in close and con-
tinual intercourse with me. Thus do
we all live in a state of continual inter
action and interdependence, just as we
also find ourselves in a set of circum-
stances which may affect us in one way
or another, for good or for ill, but can
not leave us wholly untouched. It is
vain to suppose that, by leaving a thing
or a person alone, we are freed from
any eflect their presence and action
might produce ; the web which
unitos us witn one another, and all
with the whole, is far too
and diffused to be thus evaded. To usc
a thing will effect us in one way. To

subtle

amongst those occasions which will be
most favorable to our fallest self-deve!-
opment. We may fret at the thought
of our own buried capabilities, bat it is
a consequence of our very greatness, a
proof of the nobility of our destiny,
that we could do so many other things
than those which it is actually given us
to accomplish. Kconomy isnot adivine
attribute, Of fifty thousand seeds one
alone may ceme to maturity, yet all the
others were of like marvellous capacity,
oich a miracle of wisdom and power,
each the possible progenitor of an en-
tire epecies, that might bave increased

and mwultiplied and replenished the
earth and subdued it. And, as in the

physical world, vital, ehemical and
mechanical forces are squandercd with
a recklessness altogether bewildering
to our economical minds, 8o, in the
world of souls, God fears not to provide
a thousand times more energy and
talent than ean posgibly be torned to
account in the limited space and time
at onr disposal,

The same 1emarks hold in regard to
circumstances more or less of our own
choosing. There comes a tims when it
is incumbent on many to make a choice
which will affect the whole of their
future : they have to decide on a
career, or to choose between single and
narried life, It is in the nature of
things that these matte's have to he
settled when our experience is almost
ia1its i fan:y, wi ea cur sel -kcowled
aud u : eat are
undisciplined. [lence there is every
possiblity of our making a mistaken

choice, and that the majority of such

choice are, in a certain sense, mistaken
need not be denied. IHere then we may
find ourselves in a set of circumstances
freely chosen, but not really conducive
to the best unfolding of our individuval
powers a8 we now understand them.

And yet the very well-being of human
society demands that such choices
should be made on the threshold of life,
and that men should stand by their
coptracts ‘‘ for better, for worse, for
richer, for poorer.” In all contracts
there is usually some risk of loss balanc

ing some chance of gain ; but were men
free to recede, when the balance turned
against them, there would be an end to
all contracts, to all social stability.
Most men and women, at fifty or there

abouts, will commonly say : ‘' Had I
foreseen at twenty all that I should
have to go through I would have chosen
otherwise.,’”” Of course they would ;
but had they foreseen the consequences
of that other choice, or of any other,
they would have chosen nothing at all.
It is the very condition of life that the
future is veiled from us, and that we
must in youth, and often afterwards,
take a leap in the dark, and be pre

pared to accept the place in which w.
alight. ** The lot is cast into the lap,
but the whole disposing thereof is with
the Lord.” It matters less than, in
our solemn self-importance, we imagine,
which lot we choose, or even if, from a
relative point of view, we have chosen
the wrong one. However important it
may be to make such a choice with due
care and consideration, to ask our
selves what will best promote ou
highest gpiritual interests and strength-
en us in the pursuit of the ultimate end
to which we are destined, wa must
remember that this same end is too
absolute and simple to be frustrated by
any temporary mistake ; that it can be
fulfilled in spite of and even through
the most adverse circumstances ;
whether those circumstacces be due to
our own, now irrevocable, act, or to
the dispositions of nature and Provi-
dence. God does not fear t» leave us
subject to the results of ourown actions
any more than to the workings of
natural laws : He has marked us as His
own, and the likeness cannot be effaced
by any ouater influence. After all,

at are

nothing matters suprewely but to do
the right thing in whatever circum-
stances we find ourselves ; to ** make
the best of a bad job,”' however

tive and seemingly bad that best may

leave it will affect us in another ; in
o can we be the same as if it
were not thore at all,

We cannot then consider our last
without having regard to

no ca

end

the field in

which our action is to be exercised,
As we are not responsible for our own
existence, so neither are we respons-
ible for the world of ecircumstaaces
in which we find ourselves unavoid
! \bly placed. Someé circumstances
i wre of our own making, but the
| greater number are not and even
| thos y which are, can only be said to be |
| so i th limit s0 in which any
"kvu { manisa 1to hisown hands
| As wo cannot give ourse an end any
‘l wre than a b but can only
| find that d i 1 d intention
| of o ! too with all tha es
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be. Men may stone us, and yet God
{ may bid us go in peace.

It then lite seems at times to be a
great failure, it is because we limit our

end to the earthly horizon, and accept
as a defeat what 1s only an incident in
our spiritual warfare. ** Cur T
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end of wan is not to play this part or the
other, but to play well, excellently,
nobly, whatever part the Manager of
life's stage may allot to him, be it that
of prince or beggar. It may be in the
character of his part to suffer, to fail
and to fall, but 8 true end is not
thereby frustrated. All ea i
made to help him in the prosecuti of
life's  wor

, viewed und it
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Under the Nestl€ Tree
PROTECTION for an infant in

v=the choice of its food is of
the greatest importance. Nestlé’s
Food is nourishing, strengthening,
makes bone and sinew and keeps
the baby in perfect health,

A sample of Nestld's Food sufficient
JSor eieht full meals, will be sent free
by addressing

LEEMING, MILES & CO., Sole Agents, Montreal.

" MONTH OF T¢E HOLY SOULS.

Holy sculse are the dead who have
died in the Lord by being prepared to
meet Him and jet not happy souls
we must regard them as long as they
are separated from Him in the cleans
ing| fires of purgatory. It is for us,
their friends, to hasten their release
by our prayers. We think much of the
dead while their lifeless bodies lie be
fore us, but with their consignment to
the grave they are often quite forgot-
ten. We recall every good thing we
know about them and praise them for
it ; and we crown them with flowers
and unite in their last obseqnies ; but
in most cases®that is the end of it all.
I's this Christian ? Do wot the pagans
do all this and more ? What says Holy
Church about our Christian duty to our
dead ? Basing its doetrine on the
words of Holy Writ, *‘that it is a holy
and a wholesome thought to pray for
the dead that they may be loosed from
their sins,”’ the Church from the first
taugh? faithful to peray for
the dead, as we see by the teachings of
the Fathers,

If we have any faith
mortality wo must think of those who
have gone betore us, and have the ex-
pectation of meeting them again in the
life to come. But as we kunow our-
selves, even the best of us, do we think
we are ready to enter into the happi-
ress of Heaven immediately at our
death ? or do we not think, as Holy
Church teaches that there must be for
many a purgation for a time when
our souls will be cleansed from the
dross of this world’s defilement and the
remains of sin not fully atoned for,
before we will be adjudged worthy to
enter into the joy of the Lord ? Now,
if we th this for ourselves, then we
must think it for others, and if we
would be

1ZES the

in ogr own im-

giad to have our relatives
and friends pray for us after our
death and hasten our entrance into

Heaven, then we ourselves should pray
for departed relatives and friends 3ot
alas! this is not the practice with man) ;
at least th do not pray for them as
effectively as they might. Of all means
of propitiating the divine mercy, surely
the Mass is infinitely greater than all
others, since it is the offering of the
Immaculate nb, the Son of God, in
Whom the Father is well pleased, avd
yet how few, comparatively, are
Masses that the faithful have oflered for
their dear departed ¢

the

Some few have a Requiem on the fu
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IMITATION OF CHRIST.

OF THE DESIRE OF ETERNAL LIFE: AND
HOW GREAT THINGS ARE PROMISED
TO THEM THAT FIGHT,

Thou must yet be tried upon earth,
and evercised in many things.

Consolation will sometimes be given
thee, but to be fully satisfied shall not
be granted thee.

as well in doing as in suffering things
repugpant to nature.

Thou must put on the new man, and
be changed into another man.

Thon must oftentimes do that which
is against thine inclination, and let
alone that which thou art inclined to.

That which is pleasing to others will
go forward ; that which thou wouldst
have will not succeed.

That which others say will be heark-
ened to; what thou saye:t will not be
regarded.

Others will ask and will receive ; thou
wilt ask and vot obtain.

‘A DALE OF DIFFERENCE.”

A splendid church edifice, costing
with its surrounding property $1,000,-
000, has been erected by a
great Standard Oil wmagnate to
memory of his mother, In the church
property are included a parsonage and
a parish house, the latter to contain a
limary, ofices and committee rooms.

world., The
is carpeted
plush

among the finest in the
marble floor of the church
as to aisles and news with heavy
‘“ so thick that foot ts are
left in it.”” The pews are cushioned in
rcd plush; and  the number of the pews
is thirty-six ! This place of worship is
Unitarian. It is to be seen in [air-
haven, a suburb of New Bedford. If a
man may spend a million dollars ou
church property in memory of his
mother, with provision for worshippers
who will ocecupy but thirty-six pews,
what of the many memorials built to
the honor of the Mother of Jesus Christ
which have been thronged with millions
of worshippers throughout the centur-
ies ?

A story has been teld of a dean of
English Chureh in Ireland, '’ who
1 on his Catholic workmen going
ut hearing Mass on the
feast of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin into heaven. “There's no more
power to her,”” he exclaimed to a
half-witted fellow among them,a privil-
eged character in the country round
about, ** there is no power to
her than to my old mother
the fireplace there I ‘' That's
may be your reverence. That'sasi
be, ' the replied sagely.
there’s a dale of difference in the sons!™
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