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tg‘ at,
{here Wes nearly behe no skating,
and what & disappointmdnt that
wonld be to the boys amd girls to
whom Santa Claus brought skates
for Christmes. | Two old friends are
heard from this week. 1i you all
Juew what & pleasure it s to re-
caive your létters you would all
write at least every week.
Your loving
AUNT BECKY.
a o e

pear Aunt Becky :

1t is & lomg time since 1 wrote to
so 1 thought I would write to-
day. We bhave lovely weather down
pere, there is hardly any smow. The
fields and roads are all bare amd the
waggoas amd sleighs are going  to-
gether; we have mo coasting at all
{his winter. It = is raining to-day.
My sister and brother and I were in
school and my father had to  come
after us. We have a long ?dece £
go to school. My father is Kept ovusy
shoeing Horses all the time, he hras
po rest only onSundays andholidays.
1 think T will stop for this time. 1
will write soon again. so goodrbye,
Aunt Becky, from

Your sincere friend,
JOHANNA Mcu

you,

Sturgeon, P.E.I.
* P
Dear Aunt Becky:

It is quite a long ‘dme sime 1
wrote to the Cormer. we get 1he
True Witness all the time, and I en-
joy the boys’ amnd girls’ letters. We
are having a find mild winter Uown
here in  Newfoundland. 1 go to
school every day. 1 am studying tor
the Council examinations. Thera are
gix others from our school preparing
for the primary exam. We bave
great fun skating amd riding. 1 hope
all the boys and girls spent a happy
Xmas and received lots of presents
from Santa Slaus. We had it very
lonely here, for our priest removed to)
another parish about a week  from
Xmas, and we had nore until a few
days ago. With love to ail, 1
main, dear Aunt Becky,

Your loving niece,
TERESA M. W
Jan 26th, 1906,

+* + +

A TALE OF TAILS.
Everybody knows that, doggy uses his
< to say “‘I'm glad,”
And that tabby, near the doggly, uses
her’s to say ‘‘I’'m mad.”’

re-

Strange to say, the monkey uses his
to help him climb a tree,

While the peacock seems to have his
just to show his vamity.

Squirrels hopping through the ‘tree-
tops have theirs , simply for a
show ;

Fishes in the purling brooklet peed
theirs just to make them go.

Brindle also has one, and it serves to
keep the flies away ;

Bobby put one on his kite ‘to make it
fly the other day.

Scores of animals possess them, from)
a lion to a mouse—

Or & beaver, strange to say,
uses his to build g howuse.

who

81ill, "tis puzzling, looln alt bumaty - his,
is small, very, very small.

Then consider why & mmm; an
ome at all, at all,

8o it seems almost; & rlﬂ(lo,
Bir’lie. little man, . :

| know it

.Cdmbelwnmtbeﬂmrwa mo-

; m won't let us go sW

while the creck’s so high, and I jest
won’'t go down for long
enough, after all this rain.” .

Eddy nodded his head. He had
been ﬂz‘nxmg deeply for three solid
minutes. Now he dropped back on
the flogr, waving his dripping limbs
in the air.

“Believe 1'll go swimmin’ now,” he
remarked, with an assumed air =~ of
carelessness.

‘“You'll what ?7—where ?”’ gasped
Teddy, in surprise. His brother roll-
ed over on his side, that Teddy
might observe what was intended to
Lo a kmowing wink. As he opened
his mouth tc reply, Smapper—in the
course of his gambols—scrampbled um-
ceremoniously over the lad's head,
causing him to sit suddenly' erect,
spluttering:

““Where 7"’ repeated Teddy.
was pot to learn too easily—

“I went into the house,’’
the other twin;

But he

drawled
“what, did I see 7—
nawthin : T went up one flight. of
stairs ; what d¢id I sce—nawthin ! T
went, up two flights of stairs; what
did I seo? A door ! I opened the
door; what did I see? A tamk !’

Teddy understood, ‘““The warter-
tamk !"” he exclaimed. ‘“‘Go swimmin’
in the water-tank upstairs—do
mean it ?"’

‘“ "Course I mean it, but don’t yell
so mother and Aunt Debbie and every-
body can heap you ! \

Aunt Debbie took, some herbs down
to old Miss Hughes for her rheumatiz
and mother is  back in the kitchen.
But dare we do it ?’

““Come along !’ was the reply. Bd-
dy was always the leader in their es-
capades. The two emtered the house
—or rather the three—for Snapper
just mamaged to squeeze through the
screen dogp after them, wagging his
stump of a tail. He secmed to say,
‘‘That was g close shave. I had no
idem you were going in till I heard
the door crxnk Why couldn’t you
tell a fellow 2’

Cautiously the trio mounted to the
top floor, after they had stopped at
their bedroom to don bathing suits.
Soon they arrived at the room con-
taining the cistern whidh supplied the
house with water. This was a huge
cask, eight or nine feet high and per-
haps as wide. A wind-mill pPumped
water to it from the stream, bui
rain-water from the roof was also
emptied into it, so that now it was
filied to the brim. “The boys
very well that even if the tank
considered

you

knew
were
a‘safe natatorium there
would be sé s -objections to its use
as such, for; ™™t was this tank that
supplied the water for the bath room
below. OFf course, it could hardly be
called clean water after two little
grimy urchins had immersed thiem-~
selves in it,

Snapper sniffed asound in the dark
corrers delightedly. Tt was a new
fiebd for him. . A chair was placed
close tn the .side of the tank. and
Teddy standing upon it helped  Eddy
clamber upon his shoulders. ‘“Here
goes!”" he whispered, and over he
went with a faint splash that caused
Snapper to cock one ear and look, up
in surprise. 4

In a few seconds his fingers appear-
ed on the rim of. the tamk, followed
by his dripping head. ‘“‘Ob, Teddy 1
he gasped, “it’s great. Catch hold
of my hands and climb up!”’ A stiff
struggle ended hy' Teddy popplag  in
head-first so suddenly that both went,
to the bottom. They rose to the
surface puffing, but heppy. Boith were
tﬁbrowhly at home in the water, and
for ten or fifteen minutes: they  dis-
ported like a couple of seals. Final-
Ny, becoming nather, tired, they perch-

| which consumed as much more.

dmﬂymwnwmwymmu
mutmmmmmmm.

Of course the @Poor little fellows
sbouled with all their wight,
their voices were muffled and  they

house. But their shouting had one
g00d effect ; it started Snapper bark-
ing. He became wildly exchted, seemy-
ing to know they were in trouble, and
rap back and forth from the room
to the head of the stairs, yelping his
very loudest. .
*

Down the lane trudged Aunt Debbie,
relurning from her visit to the sick
(it took more than rain to interfere
with her erramds-of mercy), her big
umiprella. with its crooked handle still
dripping. As she entered the door
the distant barking smote her ears.

‘For goodness sale ! if that dog
ain’t in the house again, and track-
ing all our new crash with its muddy
paws, ¥'ll warrant.” Bent upon ven-
geance, she mounted the stairs, grim-
1y holding the umbrella, which she
intended to usé on the offending ca~
nine.

“‘Why, bloss\ﬁgl soul ! that sounds
lile the twins. You, Snapper, you !
Where’s them boys 7'’

“‘Aunty, Aunty, get us out quick!'’

“‘Merciful heavens, the tank !’ She
wasted no time in wonds, but stand-
ing on the chair pecred over at the
white, frightened vaces of her ne-
phews. The curved handle of her um4
brella hauled them out, and it was
none too soon. Their limp, dripping
forms sank to the floor—too weak
even to ward off the demonstrative
Snapper.

No, they were not made ill by their
experience ; neither were they spank-
ed or scolded. Aunt Debbie comsider-
et they had had their lesson and—
loyal soul—never breathed a word
apout it. But she put them ¢o bed
for a nap from which they awoke per-

ectly well. They were, however, un-
usually subdued for at least two
days.
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EXPERIMENTING WITH A COIN.

An experiment which will be found
eatremely diverting is to place am in-
verted tumbler upon aplate and place
a coin also upon the plate. You then
Proceed topour a little water, emoughy
to well cover the coin,' upon it, amd
then assert to the onlookers thait you
wili take up the coin \V\l‘]h()\lt
ting your fingers.

This, umnless they are in the
cret, they will not consider possible,
and, to prowe the truth of your
words, you place a slice of cork in
the water. This, of course, will float,
on the surface, and you them place a
pieca of lighted paper om thle
covering ~ all quickly with the
verted glass.

As the burning paper comsumes the
cxygen in the air the pressure of the
atmosphere outside the glasé be-
comes greater than that within, and
in this way the water is forced into
the glass, and you are emahled to
take up the coin without: damping
your fingers,

wet-

Se-

. cork,

in-
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THE CHRIST-FLOWER.

In the black forest of Germany
there once dwelt a poor mam who had
n.any children. The winter had
been very cold amd freyuently there
was not emough bread to feed all the
hungry littla mouths.

One evening as a man weas return-
ing from his work, he found & beauti-
ful child shivering in the cold. - He
thought of the hand struggle to keep
the wolf from his door ; but the lit-
tle onerseemed to be lost and he could
nol leave it to perish im the forest.
So he wrapped it in his rough’ coat
and carried it to his home, Tha good|
wife was dismayed at the thought of
another one to feed and clothe; but
they would do their hest for . the
Clirist-child’s sake; and they fed and
warmed the little gtranger and gave
him their: hmla ﬁhur When lo}

“be forced out
i of being scooped up in the bill.

wonderful thing, hn.ppandd 'nnehild
#aised his tiny hands in blessing and

t(;h.rlst—chlld had = been among them,

and they fell upon their) kmees to

buty ghank God for the favor.

The next morning, as the man re-

were in am unoct?upietiq)aru of the | turned to his work, he saw a beauti-

ful white flower blooming in the snow
where he had found the Child; and
he ealled it Christ-flower or Chrysan
themun..
L R
HOW SWALLOWS DRINK.

Of course, we know that swallows
drink as they ewim ower the surface
of the water. We have seen how here
and there the water ripples on a pond
when swallows
niing to and dro.

One day 1 sat down heside a small
pond: where every cvening many barn
swallows came to bathe and drink
on the surface of the glassy water.
With sketeh bhook and pencil in hand,
1 closely watched the binds, and you
may imagine my deligivt to sce  just
how they mamaged tto touch and dip
up the water as they came withinu a
few steps of me.

You ses, the swallow takes up wa-
ter in its lower bill just as you would

are gracefully skim-

dip vp a little water in a spoon or
in the hollow of your hand wiile you
glided over the surface in a voat.

Only the under half of the open bill
touches the water. 1f the upper haf
were to touch also, the

ont either

water would
side instead
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YOUR DUTY TO YOUR MOTHER.

It should be the daugheer's joy, as
well as duty, to bring a little recre-
ation and pleasure into her mother’s
life.

Rememiber, girls, That all your lives
Your mothers have been sacrificing
themselves for yow. Your shoulders
are young and strong ; help lift. the
Larden a little from the tired shoul-
ders that have borne it so long.

Let her seec that you appreciate all
that she has done for you. Take the
heaviest part of the housework off
her hands. Make her stay in bed in
the morning while you get breakfast.

Something pretity to wear will ploase

her. She is a woman, you know,
and likes prelty things as wel as
you do

A little love and pu‘(ﬁinq is always
appreciated by mothers; try it with
Yours and sce if she don’t thrive un-
der it.

The prettiest girl in the world is
absolutely devoid of charm if she be
itopertinenf, to her mother,

+ ¢+ 4+
THE EARS OF INSECTS AND ANI-
MALS.
It woulgd be quite natural, of course
to look on the side of ahe head of
any living creature, provided he had

a head, for the organs of hearing,
Such investigation, however, no mat-

ter how thorough, would be vold of

results in many instances.  Tn the
¢lam it 15 found in the base of his
“foot,” or feeler. In most of  the

grasshoppers i( is in the fore leg

while sevemal species of insects lm\n
it in the wing. Lobsters and crabs
all have the auditory sac at the base

of the antennae, or feelers,

—————

There can be a difference of opinion
o2 most subjects; but there is only
one opinion as to the reliability of
Mother Graves’ Worm Exterminator.
It is safe, sure amd offectual.

——— e

AN IRISH ELBCTION:
A lively actount of am Irish elec-
tion in the first half of the last cen-
tury is givem in ‘‘Further Recollec-
tions of Old Galway Life’’ in Black-
wood’s for January. One of the can-
didaites was a Dublin barrister and
the other a local mam, Sir Valentine
Blah®, of Menlo Castle, who was
whﬂt was known as a ‘‘Sunday boy”
—in other ‘words, owing to financial
embarressments, he was upable  to
appear abroad except upon the Sun-
day, and had to spend the ~other six
days of 'bowadehclo-oduol\ulmiu
hitmdwellmg\ Anmb!rdl’ﬂ'—

OLD STYLE

FIVE GOLDEN RULES.

First—FEat only 3 meals a
day 5 hours apart.
a meal, l:-:‘)’ﬁ‘tg(;u!:;: fg:gt::
Setond—Eat nothing bet-

ween meals.
If anything is taken into the stomach
while digestion is going on, digestion

ST. PATRICK'S SOCIETY—Estab-
lished March 6th, 1856 ; incorpor-
ated 1863; revised 1840. Meets in
St. Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexan-
der street, first Momday of the
month, Committee meets last Wed-
nesday.  Officers : Rev, Director,
Rev. M. Callaghan, P.P,; President,
Mr. F. J. Curran; 1st Vice-Presi-

stops and may not start again foran hour,
Third—FEat slowly and |

chew food thoroughly.

This insures food being well mixed |
with saliva and partially digested before
it reaches the stomach.

with meals.

of gastric juice to digest each meal. If
you take another pint of tea, wine or
water, then the digestive juices are too
diluted to properly digest the food.

Fif-h—Take one “Frust-a-
tives” tablet about twenty
minutes before meals. “Fruut-
a-f1ves ™ tone up and sweeten
the stomach — insure an
abundant flow of digestive
juices—and cure Dyspe sm.
Follow these directions fo
montk and see how much
better you are in every way.

80c. & box. At all droggists,

AN IRISHMAN’'S REASON.

While a travelling man was making
his tnip through Ohio recemtly he
met an Irishman at one of the small
towns, engagod to help
carry his grips from the depot. The
taaveling man, being of a very jovial

whom  he

disposition, asked the Irishman a
number of questions, and invariably
received amswers that made him

smile. After they had traversed a
couple of blocks from the station,
and having passed a Catholic church,
the traveling man noticed that his
friend raised his hat when he pass
od the front of the edifice. He said
nothing of the incidemt until a
minutes later, when they

few
passed &
iProtestant church of wne same Xind of
structure,
ensued :

“Pat, did you raise your hat when

the following coaversation

wo passed that church back there, he-
fore we turned om. this street 2"’
Pat, looking up in his face, ans
wered: ‘“‘Faith, and 1 did, sir.”
His friend said : “‘Well, Palt, you
jusv passed ono here which was made
of the same material. Why didn/'t you

vaise your hat when you passed it?"’
The Irishman looked at him for
several minates as they walked along,

and finally said :
“‘Say, Mister Man, are you mar-
ried 7”7

To which the traveling man answes-
ed ;. “Yes.”

““And 1 suppose you love your
wife 2’

To which he made a like reply
“Yes.”

“And 1 suppose you kiss har some-
times ?”’

He also replied. ““Yes

““Well, where do yow kiss her '’

“Why, T kiss her in the mouth, of
course,”’

“Well, why in the divil don't you

Hiss the back of her neck 2 Tt is made
out of the same material.”

“WHEN I'M

BIG."”

Some children were recently over-
heard discussing that inmrus'tingu wats
ter of “what we'll do when we get
big.”” Ome, a very small boy from a
Western village, outlined his dream of
future power by stating that he would
be a milkman, ride around in a
wagon and ring a bell for folks to
come out for their milk,

The secomd boy, a little older, ex-
plained how he wanted to be the man
to ride on the freight cars and “‘make
the round thinge go lile this'’—illus-
trating with his hands the prake
men’s action. 2

The third, also a boy, still older
than the others, laughing a little at
their childish notions—stated that he
could mot decido whether to be a
minister or a'grocer. In the place

m-thugvoeu-hucamy'wnllmd

a yan‘ clergyman was the objecta

Fourth—Drink little fluid |

The stomach gives out about a pint i

wmﬁqwmmmthnm‘

dent, W. P. Kearney ; 2nd Vice, B.
J. Quinn ; Treasurer, W. Durack ;
Corresponding Secretary, W. J.
‘ Crowe ; Recording Secretary, T. P.

|ST. PATRIOK'S T. A. & B. SO-
CIETY—Meets on the second Sup-
day of every month in St. I‘atru.k’
Hall, 92 St. Alexander gtreet, at
3.80 p.m. Committee of Manage-
ment meets in same hall on the

first Tuesday of every month, at 8

p.m. Rev. Director, Rev. Jas. Kil-
loran; President, J. H, Kelly; Rec.
Sec., J. D'Arcy Kelly: 13 Vallee
street.

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B. SOCIE1Y,

establishec  1863.—Rev. Director,
Rev. Father McPhail ; President, D.
Gallery, M.P.; Sec., J. F. Quinn,

625 St. Dominique street; Treasur-
er, M. J. Ryast, 18 St. Augustine
street. Meets on tha second Sun-
day of every momnth in St. Ann's
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa
streets, at 3.30 p.m:

food.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, Branch 26
—Organized 13th Novemier, 1883,

Branch 26 meets at St. Patrick’s
Hall, 92 St. Alexander street, on
every Monday of each month, The
regular meetings for the transaction
of business are held on the 2nd and
4th Mondays of each month at 8
o’clock p.m. Officers :  Spiritual
Adviser, Rev. J. P. Killoran: Chan-
cel or, J. M. Kennedy; President,
J. H. Maiden; 1st Vice-President,
W. A. Hodgson; 2nd VicoPresi-
dent, J. B. McCabe ; Recording Se-
cretary, R. M, J. Dodan, 16 Over-
dale Ave.; Asst. Itec. Sec:, E. J.
Lynch: Financial Secretary, J.
J. Costigan, 825 St. Urbain st.;
Treasurer, J. H. Kelly; Marshal,
M. J. O'Regan: Guard, J. A, Har-
tenstein, Trustees, W. A. Hodg+
son, T, R. Stevems, D, J. McGillis,
John Walsh and . R. Delaney 3
Jachh was cross : nothing pleased
Medical Officers, Dr. H. J. Harri-
son, Dr. G. H. Hezrill and Dr, B, J.
O'Conmor.
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OHUROH BBLLS

30,000 ucmuus blLLl
Ringing ‘Round ﬁls World

MeSHANR BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Nd., 0.8.A.

MENEELY BELL COMPANY

TROY,N.¥,,and
177 BROADWAY, NEW YORE Ofty,

Manufacture Superior CHURCH BELLS

SELF-RAISING FLOUR.

RODIE'S CELEBRATED
SELF-RAISING FLUOR

isthe Original and the Best.

A PREMIUM giver for the smpty bag
eturned to our Office.

10 BLEURY 8r.. Montreal.
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