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The 
Power 
of the
Catholic Press.

The powpr of the Catholic press, 
when it is united is well illustrated 
in the case of Appleton's Universal 
Cyclopedia, which was recently pub
lished in New York, and which con
tained grp.ve errors and prejudiced 
misstatements regarding Catholic 
doctrines and practices in its arti
cles dealing with matters connected 
with our Church. That excellent 
and vigorous Catholic magazine, 
ü“Ilie Messenger,” of New York, was 
the first to point out these inaccur
acies; and it was followed by denun
ciations of the Cyclopedia in the 
whole Catholic press of the United 
States. The ‘‘Appleton’s” have ad
dressed the following letter to the 
editor of "The Messenger” :—

"Dear Father Wynne: In reference 
to the Catholic articles complained 
of in Appleton’s Universal Cyclopae
dia and Atlas concerning which we 
have seen you here lately, we beg 
herewith to submit a statement con
cerning the criticisms made by you 
of that work, and the action al
ready taken by this house in refer
ence to them.

“One of the methods used in the 
conduct of our business is to hold 
weekly meetings of a literary com
mittee! the membership of which 
consists of the president of D. Ap
pleton & Co., the vice-president, the 
literary adviser, the editor of the 
‘ Cyclopaedia,” tile art manager and 
the educational editor. Here are 
discussed all matters pertaining to 
new books and old ones, new edi
tions. revisions, complaints and oth
er matters affecting the text of any 
of our publications. In the regular 
course of this work, on the 12th of 
June, the first meeting held subse
quent to May 22, owing to the ab
sence of the president in Europe, the 
Catholic criticisms of the “Universal 
Cyclopaedia” were taken up, and it 
was directed that the secretary 
should prepare a letter in response 
to complaints received setting forth 
the plan on which the “Cyclopaedia” 
had been prepared with respect to 
controverted subjects.

“On July 10 it was directed that 
a resolution should be prepared set
ting forth the decision of the com
mittee that the Catholic articles 
should be submitted to Archbishop 
John J. Keane, who, under contract 
with this house, had had charge of 
their preparation, and that Arch
bishop Keane should be requested to 
make the revision himself, should it 
be found necessary to do so, or de
signate some person for that pur
pose. In due course of time Arch
bishop Keane made reply to our 
communication and designated Pro
fessor Grannan, Professor Pace and 
Professor Shahan, of the Catholic 
University of Washington, as such 
persons. A letter was at once ad
dressed to Professor Grannan asking 
him to undertake his work. As yet 
we have received no reply from him. 
We now learn from you that Father 
Grannan is in Europe, which, of 
course, accounts for the delay.

“You will observe from the fore
going statements that a disposition 
to revise the Catholic articles was 
^hown by this house at a regular 
official meeting of its officers and 
heads of departments almost imme
diately upon receiving complaints

eluded all text-books which bear the 
name of Appleton & Co. That no 
'injustice may be done in this mat
ter, it should be observed that al
though the text books were formerly 
issued by them and still bear their 
name, they are no longer theirs, and 
are issued by other houses. Thus 
the American Book Company, issues 
readers, reading charts, geographies, 
copy books and school physics, 
which bear the name of Appleton, 
though in reality Appleton & Co. 
have at present nothing to do with 
them, as they have no share in the 
business or management of the Am
erican Book Company. These books, 
therefore, ought to be judged on 
their own merits. In view of the 
letter printed above, it would be un
fair to discriminate in the choice of 
books against a company which is 
endeavoring honorably to make its 

^cyclopaedia accurate and impartial 
in every way.

The letter speaks for itself, and 
does honor to the writer and his as
sociates, who arc sincere and earn
est in their efforts to have Catholic 
topics in their cyclopaeaia treated 
accurately.

FATHER STRUBBE TO RETURN TO BELGIUM
The announcement of the recall to 

Belgium* of the Rev. Father Strubbe, 
the esteemed and beloved priest of 
St. Ann’s parish, has caused a feel
ing of deep regret not only In the 
parish where he has so fruitfully la
bored for nearly twenty years, but 
throughout the whole city of Mont
real, for Father Strubbe has at one 
time or another occupied the pul
pits of nearly every church in the 
archdiocese and those of many oth- 

*er churches elsewhere in Canada. 
The Redemptorist Order, of which he 
is so distinguished a member, has 
long occupied a foremost place in 
the affections of the Irish Catholics 
of Montreal, their acquaintance with 
it dating from a time before the 
parish of St. Ann was entrusted to 
its members, and when St. Pat
rick's Church, in which they gave 
several successful missions, was the

tinuous, and conspicuous success, 
not only from a spiritual, but from 
a temporal point of view. A record 
which would do ample justice to his 
efforts would fill a large volume. As 
we go to press he is being presented 
with an address in which these la
bors are gratefully recorded and de
servedly appreciated, and with a gift 
which, in a more tangible way, ex
presses the esteem in which he is 
held. Although owing to the sud
denness of the summons which calls 
him away to his native land, but 
little time was available to organ
ize the farewell demonstration and 
presentations, the size and character 
testify to the widespread grief which 
his departure has caused, and to the 
affectionate remembrance in which 
his career in St. Ann's will be held 
by the congregation which is called 
upon to sever tender and hallowed 
ties that have so long bound them 
and him together.
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Tlie minutes of this committee also
show that the complaints made by 
you have been constantly under con
sideration, and thait the matter 
was referred to us W— Archbishop 
Keane, a distinguished member of 
your own communion, under whose 

the articles were firstsupervision 
prepared.

“In reference to the contract with 
Archbishop Keane referred to above, 
you will please let us remind you 
that he had full authority to pre
pare and assign these articles, as 
seemed best to him, and that at any 
time, since the publication of the ar
ticles. had it b<;en necessary, any 
corrections might have been made 
by him. It is not the policy of this 
house ^to ignore complaints that 
may be made to it affecting the ac
curacy of statements made in its 
works of reference. We regret that 
through no fault of yours or ours 
the representations you have made 
did not lead to an earlier meeting 
between yourself and D. Appleton & 
Co. Yery truly yours,

D. Appleton & Co.,
1 “Wm. W. Appleton, president.”

The publication of “ The New 
World” as a daily during the week 
of the meeting of the Federated 
Catholic Societies has aroused con
siderable discussion in the columns 
of some of our Catholic contempor
aries. The need of a Catholic daily 
is adx ocated by a few; but the great
er number of the papers speak in a 
hesitating and undecided way; not 
so much because they doubt the ex
pediency of such a paper as from the 
fear that it might either become the 
recognized official organ of the 
country, or that it might supplant 
the weekly. Now, to us a Catholic 
daily paper seems hardly necessary. 
It is true that if there was publish
ed in the large cities a Catholic 
daily much of the news that pertains 
to the Church would be given forth 
in its correct form; but it is not at 
all probable that anywhere near the 
same number of persons would read 
the correct Catholic account ’ as 
would read the secular daily's ver
sion. Americans are different from 
Europeans. They will to a certain 
extent read a weekly, in fact the 
greater number of educated Ameri
cans do read a weekly of some kind 
or other; but it is safe to say that 
the number of those who would buy 
every morning or evening, a daily 
published in the interests of 
gious denomination, would be 
ceedingly small. The idea 
great Catholic daily or a great reli
gious daily of any denomination is 
a beautiful idea; but it is chimeri
cal. Such a daily would not sell: 
and the paper that does not sell is 
useless. Anyway we have no parti
cular need of a Catholic daily. We 
have the Catholic weeklies, and the 
office of a weekly, be it Catholic or 
anything else in the informing line, 
is to review and correct the news 
items furnished during the week by 
the newspapers. This is what the 
people expect and this is what 
should be given them. A weekly 
should be a review, not a nexvspa- 

Moreover, a daily newspaper
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they

must be a political paper. A paper 
both sides of amay of course give

political question, but it must have
definite political leanings. Ameri
cans respect the politics of a man 
or a paper; they will not buy the 
paper that poses as a political mug
wump. Now a Catholic paper from 
its very nature cannot indulge in 
politics: one of the most important 
features, therefore, from a layman’s 
point of view, would be cut away; 
the result would be the loss of 
everyone interested in political ques
tions, which means the loss of al
most every man. The idea of a 
Catholic daily, then, must be aban
doned for the present; the energies 
of the Catholic press should be ex
pended in issuing representative 
Catholic weekliesNew World, Chi-

BEQUEST FOR BEING KIND.

The “Messenger's” comment upon 
this letter is as follows:—

It has come to our knowledge that 
of the superintendents and 

i of Catholic schools have ex-

Mrs. Bdith White has been notified 
officially that $17,500 is deposited 
to her credit in a bank in St. Louis. 
The money was left her by a strang
er whom she once befriended and 
who told her at the time that he 
would remember her in his will. She 
paid little attention t® it then. Mrs. 
White will go to St. Louis, secure 
the money and then take up lier resi
dence in Troy with her mother. She 
has ome daughter.

only sacred edifice in which 
worshipped in Montreal.

Father Strubbe's departure from 
St. Ann’s parish has brought un
feigned sorrow to the hearts of the 
parishioners, among whom and for 
whom he has so long worked with 
untiring energy and apostolic zeal, 
and has filled them with a deep sense 
of great personal loss. He is en
dowed with all the good and noble 
priestly qualities that go to make 
up the typical “soggarth aroon,” 
for whom the Irish people, with 
their warm generous Celtic hearts, 
have always cherished an abiding 
affection.

Readers of the "True Witness” do 
not heed to be reminded of the great 
work xvhich Father Strubbe has ac
complished in St. Ann’s parish. On 
many occasions its pages have borne 
glad testimony to the numerous im
provements which he inaugurated. 
His career has been one Ibng, con-

To leave, so loving, so devout, and 
so well organized a congregation, 
must bring a pang of bitter sorrow 
to Father Strubbe's heart. But he 
is a priest of God before all things. 
When he entered his Sacred ministry/ 
he had to part with parents, relal 
tives and friends, in order to give 
his life wholly to the service of his 
Divine Master. His superior has 
noxv called him from Canada, and 
like the dexroted, self-sacrificing and 
heroic priest which he is, he goes 
forth to obey that summons, pain
ful, though the parting undoubtedly

In the departure of Father Strubbe 
from Montreal the “True Witness ” 
loses a tried and trusted, and warm
hearted friend. It is unnecessary to 
say that it cordially associates it
self with the parishioners of St. 
Ann in wishing him long life and 
marked success in his new sphere of 
activity.

Mr. D’Arcy Scott mentarians in the empire, but is ac
knowledged to have no sup'erior, and 
perhaps no equal as an orator in the

On Situation in Ireland. “House of Commons May
Mr. D’Arcy Scott, president of St. 

Patrick’s Society, Ottawa, has re
turned from a visit to Ireland. As 
a sturdy champion of the rights of 
Irishmen to govern their own coun
try, it was natural that during his 
visit he should have studied the pre
sent condition of Ireland and the na
tional movement there. The result 
of his observations, therefore, pos
sess more than ordinary interest. In 
an interview with a representative 
of the Ottawa “Citizen,” Mr. Scott 
said:—“The Irish people are of 
course very hospitable. I had the 
pleasure of stopping a few days with 
both Mr. John Redmond* and Mr. 
William Redmond. They were both 
extfemely kind to me, amd took 
much interest in Canada and Cana
dian affairs. I met many promin
ent Irishmen, both home rulors and 
unionists. I also had the good for
tune of hearing several important 
Irish debates in the House of Com
mons. As far as Home Rule is con
cerned I am perfectly satisfied that 
it is coming, and perhaps much soon
er than some may expect. The Par
liamentary party is strong and unit
ed. It has an experienced and able 
leader in Mr. John Redmond. He is 
not only one of the .greatest Parlia-

Mr. Redmond is respected by all 
parties in the House, and always 
gets a good hearing when he speaks.

“There have been unmistakable 
signs of the steadily increasing un
popularity of the present Govern
ment in England, while the Liberals 
seem to be mating some successful 
effort to regain their lost power and 
influence with the English people. Of 
course, it must be admitted that the 
Rosebery wing of the Liberal party 
is likely to cause some trouble, but 
so far it is difficult to say just what 
strength they possess. I met Lord 
Rosebery and heard him and his 
lieutenants, Mr. Asquith and Sir Ed
ward Grtfcy, speak at the Liberal 
League banquet. They all touched 
lightly on the Irish question, but 
were vague and indefinite in what 
they said. I came to the conclusion 
that the Roseberyites were waiting 
to see how the cat would jump, and 
that they were prepared to go 
whichever way would best suit their 
political ambitions. In his speech 
Lord Rosebery said he was not in 
favor of “an independent Parliament 
at Dublin.” By making this state
ment _ he was avoiding the issue. 
There are doubtless many Home Rul
ers who don’t favor an independent 
Parliament at Dublin, and while 
many think Ireland is entitled to it, 
and should have it, it is certainly

not what the Irish party is asking 
for. Mr. John Redmond, at the 
coronation meeting in Dublin on 
Aug. 9th, speaking as the leader of 
the party, made that point quite 
clear when he said that they 
prepared to accept the same settle
ment which Gladstone and Parnell 
had agreed to in 1886. That, 
everybody knows, w’as not 'an inde
pendent Parliament at Dublin/ but 
a responsible Legislature and a Gov
ernment in Ireland subject to the 
Imperial Parliament to legislate for 
and govern Irish affairs.

“The present method of governing, 
or rather misgoverning, Ireland by 
coercion is a disgrace to the British 
empire. Ireland is as crimeless 
country as there is in the world, yet 
in addition to the municipal police 
there is a standing army of 15,000 
Irish constabulary costing the peo
ple millions of dollars annually who 
are kept by the Government to 
hound the people and prevent free 
Speech and other recognized rights 
of a British subject. Under the 
Crimes Act, which is something like 
martial law, and which is now 
force in many of the counties of Ire
land, special magistrates called re
movables are appointed by the chief 
secretary to try political offences 
These men are usualy Government 
hangers-on, and are subject to be 
dismissed by the chief secretary at 
any time, so that if they don't make 
it unpleasant for the Government's 
political ‘opponents they know what 
will happen to them.

“The position of affairs in the 
West shows the absolute necessity of 
remedial land laws. The people are 
all croxvded together on the poor 
bog lands and the rich lands are re
served for the cattle, not the poor 
people’s cattle, but cattle of the 
xvealthy grazier or the absentee land
lord xvho never visits Ireland 
spends a sixpence there. What the 
people of Ireland want, not merely 
the Nationalists, but also the 
Unionists, the Catholics of the south 
and the Protestants of Ulster, in 
fact ex'eryone except the landlords, 
is 'compulsory purchase,' that is, 
power to be gix’en the congested dis
tricts Board to expropriate the land
lords’ interest in the land without 
the consent of the landlord, so that 
the Board may then sell to each ten
ant the freehold in a sufficient quan
tity of arable land to enable him to 
live on it. Parliament to supply the 
money to pay the landlord, and the 
tenant to repay the Government in 
annual instalments. This arrange
ment is now carried out when the 
landlord consents to sell, and is 
found to work very well. The Board 
some time ago bought the estate of 
Lord Dillon. I visited the former 
Dillon tenants, who are now free
holders, and found that they were 
perfectly happy and contented. Their 
'land was being drained and nexv 
houses built and a general appear
ance of prosperity was coming over 
the district.

Adjoining the Dillon freeholders is 
the De Freyne estate, where Lord 
De Freyne is ejecting tenants for 
non-payment of rent. The people 
could not possibly live on the small 
holdings and pay rent from what the 
land produced. When the rents are 
paid they are paid out of money 
earned principally by servant girls 
in America, and harvest laborers in 
England. The rent that Lord De 
Freyne is asking is 33 per cent, more 
per annum than the instalment of 
purchase money that the Dillon free
holders are paying the Government 
each year, and which will in a stat
ed number of years be paid off. Such 
a state of affairs cannot long exist, 
and it is the opinion of many on 
both sides of the political fence that 
'compulsory purchase’ will become 
law within the next year or two. 
After a visit to Ireland one can 
readily understand why the people 
don’t gush much about the advan
tage of British rule. It seems to me 
that we in Canada would not be as 
proud of the British Empire as we 
very properly are if we were gov
erned as Ireland is.”

Mr. Scott visited the Cork exhibi
tion, and was proud of the splendid 
exhibit that Canada has there. One 
thing, however, which he says “does 
not reflect much credit on the agri
cultural department” is the fact 
that while Canadians have been 
sent over there to look, after our ex
hibits, and explain our resources and 
the advantages of our country to 
the people not a single Irish Catho
lic is employed in or about the Ofcn- 
adian building. “It seems to me, 
said Mr. Scott, “that business me
thods if nothing else would make it 
appear necessary to the department 
to send some men who were in sym
pathy with at least ninety per cent, 
of those who visit the exhibition.”

EES FROM ROME,
The arrivale in Rome of the great 

pilgrimage from Ireland ie animated 
with teen interest. That zealous 
and venerable priest, the Very Bev 
Father Ring, of Dublin, is
the organizer; and a very large num
ber will doubtless take part in this 
demonstration of Ireland’s unswerv
ing fidelity to the Holy See. The pil! 
grimage will be on so large a scale 
that it has been deemed advisable to
divide it into two sections
which is expected to reach Rome to
wards the end of October, and the 
other about the first or second week 
in November. The first section will 
be under the patronage of St. ,)oa- 
chim, and the second under that of 
St. Leo.

Some good but misguided French
Catholics are expressing surprise at
the silence of His Holiness the P0pe 
on the enforcement of the Law of 
Associations in regard to the teach
ing orders and congregations in 
French, and are even calling upon 
him to denounce the action of th0 
French Government. They forgot 
many things in their pardonable ex
citement. They seem to be oblivi
ous of the fact that the Sovereign 
Pontiff has already done all in his 
power under the circumstances. Hjs 
letter to the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Paris gave proof of his sympathy 
with French Catholics in the perse
cution which they are experiencing 
at the hands of their atheistical 
government. As that letter pointed 
out, loyal Catholics should refrain 
from presuming to dictate to the" 
Pope either the time or the 
in which he should interx’ene i 
of this kind.

manner 
rises

They should have long 
ago acted upon his advice to attach 
themselves frankly to the Republic 
instead of denouncing it and holding 
themselves aloof from it; and they 
should abandon their futile hopes of 
changing the political situation by 
bringing about the restoration of a 
monarchial system of government.

Bigotry in Business.
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Says our esteemed contemporary, 
land, Ohio:—
the “Catholic Universe,” of Cleve- 

‘Business is business,’ but no
body likes to do business with those 
who insult their customers. * * * 
The Catholics of Cleveland number 
125,000. They are as honest as 
their neighbors and their trade pro
portionately as profitable in the ag
gregate. A few of the business firms 
have as much as said that since 
Catholics are confined to the kitchen 
they are not seeking their trade. In 
this they show not seeking their 
trade. In this they show not only 
their ignorance, but their bigotry. 
We wish that we could publish the 
names of the firms that spoke in this 
way to our advertising solicitor. 
They then would find that, a man s 
bigotry is often his oxvn worst en
emy. They would also discox-cr that 
there is no walk of life and no class 
of society, no matter how exclusive, 

Cleveland, that has not its
Catholic representatives.”

But why not publish the names of 
such firms, esteemed contemporary? 
The “Pilot” has encountered busi
ness men like unto those xx-hom the 
“Catholic Universe” describes, and 
whenever it has found them insensi
ble to brotherly correction, it has 
cheerfully given them a free adver
tisement which has taught them 
more in a single week about the fin
ancial importance of the Catholic 
community than we could demon
strate in many editorials. It is a 
work of mercy to instruct the ignor
ant-even if it must be done at their 
own Expense.—Boston Pilot.

Premium
TO

Subscribers.
We oiler as a premium 

to each Subscriber a neatly 
bound copy of the Golden 
Jubilee Book, who will send 
the names and cash for 3 
new Subscribers to the True 
Witness.

This is a splendid op
portunity to obtain a most 
interesting chronicle of the 
work of Irish Catholic 
Priests and laymen in 
Montreal during the past 
Fifty years.
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