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Hunting.”

Last week I attempted to tell of 
our experience with house-hunters 
during the first part of that bother
some season, and I promised to give 
in this issue a brief account of 
bow we found a house for ourselves. 
Well, we commenced very early by 
cutting out of the daily press all 
the notices that might seem in any 
way to suit us. The three principal 
considerations being the locality, the 
amount of the rent and the class of 
house. In the present instance we 
wanted a large flat, if possible, or 
«lsc an upper tenement; but in no 
case did we want a lower flat. We 
then called upon the various agents 
■and secured lists of the houses that 
they had "to let.” Of course, we 
would prefer a new house, despite

the place; or else they enjoyed the 
fun of having their door-bell rung 
every afternoon—a contrast may be 
to the monotony of their ordinary 
daily life.

all the inconveniences attached there
to, on account of the danger of con
tagious sickness having been in the 
old houses. After we had settled in 
our minds upon the locality, or 
about the locality, and the highest 
price we could afford to pay, and 
having tabulated our list of avail
able houses, wc considered that all 
we had to do,was to sally forth and 
select what wc wanted.

After our own experience, related 
in the last "Observer,” wo made up 
our minds to carefully read the no
tices on the doors, and, to be more 
charitable towards our neighbors 
than many had been towards us, by 
Strictly adhering to the rules laid 
down by each occupant for the visit
ing of his premises. Full of such 
good intentions, and hopeful beyond 
expression, one afternoon in March 
we set out upon our expedition. We 
knew exactly what streets we would 
have to visit, so there was no diffi
culty in selecting a direction. More
over, we had carefully divided up 
the desirable section of the city, in 
such a manner that, by visiting two 
streets each day, wc could do the 
whole locality in a week. Wc started 
at 2 p.m. on Monday.

I said that wc started out to look 
for a new house; but there being no 
new ones in the section of our 
choice, wc had to select from the 
newest of the old ones, oJ else go 
elsewhere for a habitation. After 
spending two heavy weeks in a tire
some and fruitless search, we made 
up our minds to try Wcstmount. 
When we got there anything of a 
suitable class had been taken up in 
February; besides wc found that the 
rents were no cheaper than in the 
city, while we would have the addi
tional expense of car fare. So, back 
we come, determined to find a house 
by hook or by crook, in the centre 
of the city. One man who had built 

very nice row on one of the side 
streets informed us that his houses 
would not be finished entirely until 
the end of May; but he had two ad
mirable cottages, very low rent, 
within sight of the cars, at Montreal 
Annex.

execution. Other articles are hand
made nails from the relier» of an 
old city hall, an iron key from the 
Pastille, a cane made of wood from 
the old "sugar-house prison” a piece 
of wood from the Friends' meeting
house at Flushing, L.I. The instinct 
that prompts the preservation of 
things associated with important 
events or noted persons, eVen though 
these be evil or criminal or tragic, 
seems to be inherent in our nature. 
And yet there are those who would 
blame Catholics for honoring the re- 
‘ics of the saints, and for believing 
that God bestows favors on those 
who thus do honor to Hie friends.

GOSSIP ABOUT SOCIETY.— The 
"Monitor” asks ;—"Why do some of 
our local newspapers daily devote a 
big chunk of their space to idiotic 
‘society’ prattle of gurgling female 
reporters, who say upon the com
ings and goings of a small circle of 
people whose sole claim to public 
attention is that they arc rich? Is 
it possible that a sufficient demand 
for that sort of stuff exists to jus
tify this bit of journalistic enter-

Tho first house wo came upon was 
n self-contained one, so we passed it 
by. The next was a lower flat of six 
rooms: we did not want a lower, so 
we left the inhabitants of that place 
in peace. The third was an upper 
tenement of twelve rooms, rent $35, 
no taxes; too many rooms and too 
high a rent to suit us. Thus wc 
walked until four o’clock before wc 
came to anything that might repay 
our time in visiting it. At a few 
minutes past four wo saw' an upper 
Bat, eight rooms, rent $18. This 

■would do. Wc went up the long 
stairs, but found that the house 
could not be seen after four o’clock, 
nor on "Monday, Thursday, nor Sat
urday. Of course, wc did hot ring. 
But we t ook *n note of it— let us 

■ call it No. 179 A. B. street—and we 
- decided to call there the next day at 
two o’clock. We felt that wc had 
really done a good afternoon’s work, 
for this was just the house wc 
wanted, and by being the first to 
call next day, we had every chance 

-of securing it.

Ah! There was an idea! Let us go 
to Montreal Annex! No need of re
moving to the country in summer ; 
fresh air for the children; green 
fields; open country; and only a few 
minutes walk to the street cars. 
W’ell, we wont to see the cottages ; 
nnd we managed to get to them, af
ter floundering through five and a 
half acres of snow. They certainly 
wore surrounded by lots of air; but, 
as far as We could see, by nothing 
else. Decidedly they were in sight of 
the street cars; but so was Mount 
Royal, and so was the spire of the 
Mile End Church. You could see the 
cottages from the car window, just 
ns you can sec the Parliament build- 
ings, at Ottawa, from the train, no 
matter in which direction you ap
proach the city—you see them for 
half an hour before you arc within 
measurable distance. If we had 
wanted anything iff that line, it 
would be preferable to go at once 
and settle down north of St. Jerome 
or up near Lake Temiscaminguc — 
there, at least, we would have the 
colonists privileges without the 
obligations of the dweller in cities.

FALSE RUMORS NAILED. —The 
"Republic" says We were surpris
ed at the New York "Herald” for 
publishing a dispatch from Pekin 
charging Bishop Favier, the vicar- 
apostolic of Pekin, with looting. It 
was stated that he had scoured pro
perty and valuables worth $1,000,- 
000. The story found its way to 
publicity through the statement of 
Lu Sen, who had been executed. This 
reckless Chinese liar said that the 
bishop had robbed his house, and af
ter his death some members of his 
family repeated the slander. The 
"Herald’s” dispatch went so far as 
to place the bishop's plunder in the 
American legation. This, of course, 
was at once denied.

It turns out that this huge and 
monstrous slander was circulated by 
Protestant missionaries to draw at
tention from their own sins. They 
had been looting every place in sight 
and they had been caught in the act. 
To break the force of the charge 
against themselves they invented this 
wicked concoction against Bishop 
Favier. As soon as the bishop’s at
tention was called to the yarn he 
emphatically denied it. Other testi
mony has since come to hand which 
absolutely refutes the absurd charge. 
Bishop Favier is not a looter or a 
thief. lie is a pious, God-fearing 
man who respects the lives and the 
property of iiis neighbors. But he 
was in a position to see the most 
outrageous stealing ever practised 
by civilized men, and he had a 
chance to see Christian missionaries 
engaged in the work.

Tp make fir long story short, wc 
Spent the evening and part of the 
night arranging how we would 
settle our furniture at No. 179; we 
even had the amount of carpets like
ly to be required laid out. Next 
day, sharp on time, wo rang the bell 
of that upper flat. The lady of the 
house very kindly received us, gave 
us satisfactory answers to the few 
questions we thought necessary to 
ask, and proceeded to show us the 
size and arrangement of the rooms. 
But wc had not gone far when we 
discovered that it was heated by 
stoves. As there was no intention, 
on the landlord’s part, to put in a 
furnace, and as wc had formerly gone 
through the stove experience, we 
found that the place would never suit 
us. All wo had to do was to thank 
the lady for all the trouble she had 
taken, and to retire. So we were no 
further advanced than when we 
started. We tunned towards " C. D 
street,” in hopes of fairing better

But all tiiis did not get us a house 
for the next year. Every evening, as 
we compared notes, and surveyed the 
prospect, we felt more and more re
gret that we had given up the house 
wc were in.. Thus passed the whole 
of March; wc turned in every direc
tion, road every notice in the press, 
consulted every agent, visited every 
kind of house that was marked "to 
let,” and finally, found ourselves 
within a month of the inevitable 
moving, without the faintest idea of 
where wc were to go. We felt awfully 
like ejected tenants. Never before did 
I fully realize what it must have 
boon for the poor Irish tenants to be 
evicted. I always had deep sympathy 
for them; hut. I fear that it was 
more a patriotic than a philanthro
pic sentiment. But wc all, from the 
infant to ourselves, began to feel 
ihat filKUlgp vagueness of presenti
ment Rhich forbodes some great evil 
that In hovering, in very narrow
ing circles, above our homo. It was 
such a sensation that must have in
spired Campbell to tell in his poem

"Coming events cast their shadows 
before.”

I was daily growing more dejected, 
my wife was becoming very nervous, 
and we all were stupified into an in
activity born of the hopelessness of 
any effort.

We resolved to go down one side 
of the street and up the other. No. 
72 was a middle flat of seven rooms, 
rent $17. That would do in a pinch, 
•everytiling else being equal; but on 
■the door we road that the house 
•could not be seen for a few days "on 
account of sickness,” and we were 
warned not to ring the bell, unless 
absolutely necessary. Having several 
children at home, and knowing that 
scarlatina was prevalent, we did 
not deem it at all necessary to ring. 
The next house. No- 94, was self- 
contained; the next—No. 180—was a 
lower tenement; the next—No. 1.92— 
was a flat of five rooms, too small 
for us. On the other side of the 
street there were six houses to let. 
The only one which might have suit
ed our purpose was occupied by a 
family that was evidently in no hur
ry to have it rented; for they would 
not open the door, although wc call
ed three times, and stood for a 
quarter of an hour each time, on the 
steps. Possibly they did not want 
to be troubled with people visiting

One afternoon, it was the first of 
April, I returned home, sad and 
thoughtful, and was about to enter 
the house when my eye fell upon the 
placard near the door. I looked 
twice to assure myself that it wat 
not an April lool-trick, or some hal 
lucination. There it was ; the same 
old placard—"House to Let”—which 
I had so long prayed to see disap
pear I went in, and my wife asked 
me if I had seen a ghost. I must 
have looked very ill. I told her, at 
last, that the “Let” was up again. 
We could scarcely believe our own 
senses. In a moment I was startled 
from my lethargy; I rushed out to 
the corner grocery, asked to use the 
telephone, rang up the landlord, and 
inquired what he meant by putting 
up that "Let” again. He replied that 
the family which had taken the house 
was obliged, unexpectedly, to re
move to Toronto, and that the man 
had asked him to take the house off 
his hands; he also said that he hoped 
we would not be long troubled as it 
would likely "go” in a few days. 
There was no hesitation, on my 
part. I simply said : "rather than, 
be bothered with another siege of 
house-hunters. I will take it for an
other year again.” He seemed re
lieved and glad; I ran home to- tell 
my wife; she ran down and pulled 
off that "Let; ” and I have since 
been seeking to square myself with 
my conscience, for the "white-lie”1 
that I told the landlord, when I 
gave him a reason for my remaining 
on another year.

SEND FOR TIIE PRIEST. — The 
"Catholic Transcript” gives the fol
lowing excellent advice in regard to 
ministering to the spiritual require
ments of our sick. It says 

When a Catholic falls seriously 
sick, it is time to call in the priest. 
The administration of the sacra
ments is left to his judgment. Do 
not allow those who arc dear to you 
to pass through the struggle» of this 
life and meet face to face, Him who 
is to judge, bereft of the very life- 
giving strength which has been in
stituted to meet the exigencies of the 
last dread conflict. Call in the 
priest. Call him in time. The sa
craments of which he is the minister 
may, and not infrequently do, help 
both body and soul. “Is anyone sick 
among you? Let him bring in the 
priests of the Church, and let them 
prey over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick 
man; and the Lord shall raise him 
up; ami, if he be in sin, they shall 
be forgiven him.”

en food makes necessary. Steamship 
and railroad transportation have 
brought the wheat and corn fields 
and the cattle ranger within the en
vironment of our cities, and it has 
been truthfully said by traveller,» 
from beyond the sea that the Ameri
cans are an over-fed people. The ob
servance of Lent taken from a hygi
enic point of view, is an excellent 
health regulator. Over indulgence in 
food is becoming a marked charac
teristic both among the poorer and 
the weàlthior classes of our cities.

Taken from the standpoint of the 
power of the mind over the body, 
mind over matter, the observance of 
Lent is not valued as it should be. 
The practice of reserve strength, the 
furtherance of will power, of self- 
command, of patience, the distinc
tion between excess and moderation, 
temperance and frugality, are natu
rally fostered by Lent. For the ob
servance of Lent, as the great Chris
tian denominations put it, consists 
not only in fasting on certain days 
and abstaining from flesh meat, but 
also in the subjugation of the ani
mal spirits, which too often, when 
not curbed, are fraught with danger 
to person and society. "He who can 
command himself alone deserves the 
Marshal-0 staff,” was a favorite 
saying of Napoleon.

From a religious standpoint, the 
observance of Lent evolves natural
ly. Granted the existence of an in
finite and perfect being, the doctrine 
of Creator and creature a longing to 
become more spiritual, a longing for 
the supernatural, is a consequence. 
What is more conducive to the con
templation of things spiritual than a 
mind lightened by an abstinent body, 
the overfeeding of which is an impe
diment to the wings of fancy and 
philosophy. The thought of giving 
one’s self entirely to the Deity by 
sacrifice *and self-abnegation follows 
further. Hence the observance of 
Lent among Christians is coupled 
with almsgiving and the alleviation 
of suffering. The observance of Lent 
is therefore more than an ancient 
custom. And the words “Ash Wed
nesday” and "The Forty Day’s 
Fast ” are not to bo despised. Of 
course Lent can sometimes be the 
despicable cloak of hypocrisy, for the 
outward show of sack cloth and 
ashes is not always a certain sign 
of the belief in higher principles and 
in the doing of good. But the pic
ture of millions bowing to rules 
which regulate the animal appetite 
and curb the passions is far more 
elevating than the feasts of debauch
ery and excess which prevail greatly 
on our Thanksgiving day. And, by 
the way, feasts and fasts arc alliter
ations. __

best soldiers and commanders, are 
and have been Catholics. It is no 
evidence of generosity to treat fairly 
the man or men upon whom your 
life depends, who constitute your 
body-guard, and without whom your 
existence would not be wofth a mo
ment's purchase.

Take the Catholics out of the 
army and the navy and where would 
your Empire be? In one decade it 
would go down to the level of Troy, 
Palmyra, Perseopolis, and Ancient 
Rome. Take the Catholics out of the 
political world of the Empire, and 
where would be its ubiquity? It 
would dwindle down to the mastery 
of the British Isles.

But this is not all! That oath has 
fulfilled its original purpose, and 
having done so, it has no longer any 
"raison d’etre.” When Dutch William 
came over to drive the Stuart from 
the throne of England, the law-mak
ers of Britain had grave doubts as 
to the invader’s Protestantism—es
pecial, y on account of his intimate 
family relationship with James 33 
To make sure that he would not 
prove false to the principles handed 
down from TTenry VIII. and Eliza
beth, they insisted that in his oath 
at coronation, he should repudiate, 
in a most offensive and harsh form, 
the sublimcst teachings of Catholi
city. The act was passed dictating 
the oath which William took. After 
his time there was no further any 
need of such an oath, and, as in the 
case of Edward VII. the monarch 
should not be obliged to openly 
spurn the good will of twelve or 
more millions of his subject.

it lose» it, simplicity and taxeatfcc,
iohn rnn nnt offnwl 11 ai___who can not afford it, then itT^JJ
ought to he re,trained by - 
whose position oiight to make r* 
an example to others.” them

RANDOM GLEANINGS.

A LITTLE TOO PATRONIZING

CATHOLIC POPULATION. — In 
commenting upon the figures pub
lished in the "Catholic Directory 
in this connection, the ” Catholic 
Journal” of Memphis, says —

It is to be regretted that there 
are no reliable statistics of the num
ber of Catholics in this country, and 
the fault lies at the doors of the 
bishops and priests. Every pastor 
should know how many Catholics 
there are in his parish, and the num
ber of same should be sent to his 
bishop, then the prelates could, 
without any trouble, forward same 
to the Catholic Directory publishers 
and we would have quite a reliable 
record.

As it is now the same old number 
for many dioceses appears year after 
year, all mere guesswork on the part 
of bishops and priests. The directory 
is not to blame, the publishers do 
the best they can.

If we had an accurate census it 
would doubtless show the Catholic 
population close to 14,000,000. As 
it now is wc find no increase in many 
dioceses, although many new par
ishes arc formed, new churches and 
schools built, and every evidence of 

large increase in the Catholic 
population.

TWO VIEWS OF THE LENTE* SEASON

catholic editors on many themes.

ABOUT RELICS —The New York 
"Evening Post” recently devoted 
half a column to a detailed account 
of certain "relics” to Ije displayed 
in the museum of a "Society of Me
chanics and Tradesmen,” remarks 
the "Sacred Heart Review.” We 
were informed that, among these,

. curious object of local interest is

ous pirate, James D. Jefferson, bet
ter known as Gibbs, who was born 
in New port, R.I., in 1794, and was 
hanged in the early thirties on Bar
ren Island, where lie had buried

Neither time nor persecution, nei
ther controversy nor the so-called 
enlightenment of the nineteenth cen
tury have succeeded in effacing Lent 
from the calendar, says Rev. George 
D. Held maun. The observance of 
Lent is not on the decrease, but -on 
the increase. There must be some im
pelling reason for this almost uni
versally kept custom; almost univer
sal, for we can even mention the 
rites of our own Mesa Pubelos of 
New Mexico which arc entwined with 
fasting.

A wise provision indeed is Lent. 
Nature has its Lenten time, the 
snow clad, resting winter fields; and 
physicians all over the world ac
knowledge the beneficial results of 
fasting. Diet goes hand in bapd-with 
medicine. Our centenarians axe with
out exception not only men and wo-

large quantity of silver, stolen from I men of frugal habits, but they also 
the brig 'Vineyard. ' ” Besides this, have stated days in which they par- 
there is a Mexican silver dollar, dat- take of little or no food, giving the 
ed 1834r which was taken from the j digestive organs that needed» section ol the ekull of the no tori- aforesaid Gibbs just previous to his I oration which hea^ândoftpartaL

Since the first time that Rev. Fa
ther Fallon, of Ottawa, drew atten
tion to the coronation oath, Rev 
J. F. Gorman, an enthusiastic divine 
of that city, has constituted himself 
a defender of the oath as it now ex
ists. Ilo delivered a sermon on Sun
day, the 17th February, in Grace 
Church, Ottawa, in which he at

tempted to justify the language of 
the coronation declaration. Amongst 
other things he said :—

“If Roman Catholics would meet 
us as wc meet them wo would be 
willing to meet them half way. Pro
testants are broad-minded and toler
ant towards them here in Canada 
and also in England, as is seen by 
Catholics being now admitted to 
any position in all departments of 
the political world, the army and 
the navy.”

This is very kind and patronizing 
—a little too much so—on the part 
of Rev. Mr. Gorman. It is very 
much like a man, who has robbed 
you of all your possessions, kindly 
telling you that you should feel deep
ly indebted to him, because he did 
not take your life. And as far 
Canada is concerned, it is like a man 
whom you allowed to extend his 
visit to your place and wh-o lets you 
understand that you are merely 
suffrance in your own house, and 
that he is very generous to allow 
you to remain at all.

So, according to Rev. Mr. Gor
man, the Protestants are very toler
ant towards Catholics in Canada !
He does not oven make exception of 
the Orange faction, or of the P.P.A.
So well they might bo tolerant, for 
they are the strangers not we. Cath
olics owned this country before ever 
a Protestant set foot upon its 
shores, Catholic missionaries had es
tablished institutions of education, 
had built churches, had evangelized 
the natives, and had even died at 
the stake, long before any adherent 
of Mr. Gorman's church trod the soil 
of this Dominion. The country was 
discovered by a Catholic; the lead
ing cities were founded by Catholics; 
the progress and development of the 
land has been due almost entirely, 
for generations, to Catholics ; yet 
Rov. Mr. Gorman tells us that Pro
testantism is tolerant of Catholics 
here. So well might it be so. But 
there is nothing said of the tolerance 
of Catholics in regard to their Pro
testant fellow-citizens.

And in England the case is still 
more glaring. Catholics have noth
ing to bq grateful for, even if "now 
admitted to any position in all the 
departments of the political world, 
the army and the navy; ” but they 
have much to complain of since for » dead is

THE CORONATION STONE. 
Lately mention has been made, 
several papers of the Coronation 
Stone, or Stone of Destiny, upon 
&hich all the British monarchs since 
Edward I. have been crowned. They 
tell how that monarch took the 
stone from the Scottish people and 
carried it to England. But none 
mention that the same stone came 
from Ireland to Scotland. Mr. Ed. 
Corridau, referring to it, in a letter 
to the Ottawa "Free Press,” says :

"So you can readily see, Mr. Edit
or, that it is not in great wars on
ly the Irish has supported England, 
but the foundation of her throne 
rests on a good solid Irish founda
tion brought from the great Hall 
of Tara’s Kings.”

This remark is preceded by a quot
ation from Rev. Dr. Fallon’s his
tory of Ireland. This Protestant 
writer eays

“The general use of sacred stones 
in the ritual of the Druidical reli
gion is one of those numerous indi
cations that we have of its eastern 
origin, but the sepulchral monuments 
of the Irish appear to have p 
from that region to them, not di
rectly, like many of their other rites, 
but through the northern nations of 
Europe, ’ One use, however, that was 
made of particular stones was that 
either at them or on them ' the 
princes and chiefs of this race were 
generally inaugurated. Indeed, a 
marked instance of this use of a 
stone is evinced in the case of that 
which was called in Ireland Lea- 
Fail, but which has been Latinized 
into Saxum Fatale, or the Stone of 
Destiny, which was one held in such 
veneration by the—Christian Princes 
of the reigning families as well as 
by their pagan ancestors. Both 
these classes of rulers seem to have 
considered it as the paladium of 
their Empire, and to have supposed 
that their dynasty was secure as 
long as they could keep possession- 
of it. This stone was probably kept 
at Tara, where the Irish monarchs 
were elected and inaugurated. It 
was customary with the candidates 
for the throne to sit over this or
acle in the sanctuary in which it 
was placed, and by some contrivance 
of the Druids, such sounds were 
emitted as pronounced the destiny of 
the person incumbent. At what time 
this oracular relic was removed to 
Scotland cannot now bo determined 
with. Mr. O'Flaherty thought that 
it was sent thither by Hugh Finli- 
ath, the son-ip-law of Kenneth Mac- 
Alpine, to assure him of the subjec
tion of the Piets, whom ho had con
quered some years before. It was 
kept with the greatest veneration at 
the Abbey of Scone, the Royal seat 
of the Pictish and subsequently of 
the Scottish kings, until Edward the 
First of England had it removed in 
the year 1800 to Westminster, where 
it is said it still lies under the cor
onation chair of Queen Victoria. It 
is commonly called Jacob’s stone, 
from a notion that has prevailed 
that it was a fragment of that 
whioh Jacob used as a pillow upon 
the first night of his flight from 
Becrshoba to Padanaram.”

ABOUT DIVORCE LAWS. -B 
is a paragraph that has its ^

“Human ingenuity has never 
acted a better divorce law than 
contained in the New Testament 
which recognizes but one ground 
divorce. That is a little unfair » 
the woman, as our limited humjuî 
reason regards it, for the husband 
may put away his wife- divorcoW 
—for that cause; but nowhere do 
that law recognize a right of th* 
wife to get rid of her husband on 
that, or any other ground. Legis]. 
tors have supplemented that ia» 
with numerous additional causes for 
a divorce, which are a disgrace to 
our civilization and in direct conflict 
with the law of God. If all the sol 
one of this State could witness the 
proceedings of the Circuit Court of 
Jackson County for one term of the 
court, any term, in either division 
they would leave the temple of jUs.’ 
tice in disgust and unanimously vote 
for vital and radical amendments of 
our divorce law. Will the General As- 
scmbly now in session seriously con
sider the question of amending the 
divorce law?

'Consider a homicide which has 
just occurred in Kansas City. A cou
ple were married, and the man, al
leging that he was forced to the 
matrimonial altar, declined to live 
with the woman, after the marriage 
ceremony was performed. If it had 
ended there, probably nothing more 
would have been heard of the case 
but he commenced a suit for an an
nulment, and his wife, infuriated, 
called him from his office and shot 
him down in one of the office build
ings in this city, in brood day-light. 
For a mere abandonment it is not 
likely that she would have avenged 
he?self by slaying her husband; but 
the certainty of a public investiga
tion of their troubles and dread of a 
scandal no doubt prompted the deed. 
Your divorce law leads to murder 
and all the other crimes in the cata-

So frequently have we dwelt upon 
this subject, and so strongly have 
wc insisted upon the importance of 
Catholic doctrine in regard to mar
riage, that we will make no further 
comment. Divorce is a direct viola
tion of the law of God, and no hu
man legislation can ever legitimate
ly contravene God’s laws.

FLOWERS FOR THE DEAD. — 
One of our Catholic exchanges, re
ferring to a correspondent, who ask
ed the editor "to attack” the cus
tom of displaying flowers at funer
als, makes the following pertinent 
reply :—

'It is natural enough that bereav
ed friends, kindly acquaintances and 
sympathetic neighbors should wish 
to offer some beautiful tribute to 
the dead, and flowers are the most 
appropriate possible symbols of love 
and hope. It is not true that the 
offering of flowers in memory of the 

J ‘ "Pagan custom,

THE DANGERS OF THE PRESS. 
—Some weeks ago we clipped the 
following comments from the editor
ial columns of a Catholic organ ; in 
view of recently ascertained facts 
that show the exactness of the wri
ter’s conjectures at that time, we 
consider it timely to reproduce some 
of his remarks. He said 

"Last week our daily papers gave 
through the associated press a state
ment to the effect that the Emperor 
Francis Joeeph of Austria was about 
to wed an actress; that the woman 
was procuring a divorce from her 
husband, so that she could freely 
marry the Emperor; that she had 
had an interview with His Holiness, 
who perfectly agreed to the project, 
and who at the end of the " pater
nal" int?rview gave his " lasting ” 
benediction to the actress seeking a 
divorce.

'The story throughout is most im
probable ^aüd the port relating to 
the interview is simply impossible. 
No Pope could, even if his inclina
tions led him to attempt it, give a 
divorce, and to mix up the name of 
the Venerable Pontiff with such pro
ceedings as those mentioned is in it
self an insult. The probability is 
that the Pope never even heard of 
the actress or divorce named, and 
that the whole story is a fabrication 
from the brain of some untruthful 
and sensational reporter. Every in
telligent person, whether Protestant 
or Catholic, knows that the Church 
cannot grant a divorce, and with 
such the paragraph referred to would 
of course meet with no credence, but 
then many of us are not intelligent, 
and to such the fact that such a 
thing was in the paper is a proof 
that it must be true. For the sake 
of this class, we regret that matter 
of on untrue nature should" find its 
way into print, and wo protest as 
we have often done before, at the 
wanton carelessness of the S(^u!^r 
press in dealing with matters Cath
olic. If we cannot be treated in a 
truthful manner, then we ask that 
we be left unnoticed. We know, how
ever, from past experience that our 
request will pass unheeded.
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long generations they were debarred friend says, in an un-Christian sense, 
from even the most humble places of ! Everything in paganism was not an- 
trust. No thanks to Rev. Mr. Gor-1 tagonistic to Christian sentiment. If 
man, nor his friends, nor to Eng- the rose was a symbol of Vegiis, 
!ftj the. Catholics are so admit- . Christians have made it a symbol of 
ted. The exiireneîe® nf ff{ri*nmeinMn/.n * \rj». and it is no unted. The exigencies of circumstances, 
the requirements of political safety, 
the ever rising tide of democratic 
sentiment the World over, and the 
immensely altered and improved con
dition of affairs during the latter 
part of the last century, have forced 
England, much against her will, to 
accord Catholics their legitimate 
right* in the political world. ‘ It Is 
•i-t the granting of any favor; it is 
the tardy attempt at repairing long 
existing injustice. As to the army 
and the navy, England could not do 
otherwise, for the third of her army 
and of her navy—and the half of her

the Blessed Virgin 
usual thing, in Christian symbolical 
pictures, to sec lilies left in the 
tomb of the Immaculate, as she as
cends to Heaven. Whether a man be 
Pagan or Christiain, the natural de
sire to reverence the dead, to show 
love for them, springs in his heart; 
it must take some form, and, in all 
ages, especially in the case of the 
young, it has taken the form of a 
tribute of ttowera.

The offering of flowers at the grave 
Of the dead is a beautiful and human 
custom. It is perfunctory, if ft be
comes a mere matter of fashion, if
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