THE FARMER’S ADV OCA'TE.

. THE SPICE OF LIFE.

A farm laborer who was getting mar-
ried found that he had not enough money
with which to pay the minister’'s fee.
He promised, however, to pay him in po-
tatoes when they were ready for digging
up. The minister waited for some time,
but no potatoes were forthcoming ; so he
called upon the man and inquired the
reason.

‘“ Well, to tell you the truth, Guvner,”’
was the reply, ‘* I'd like to give you the
potatoes, but she ain’t worth it.”

The youth was in danger of drifting
into bad courses, when one of the noble
people who interest themselves in such
cares, says an KEnglish paper, per-
suaded him to accept employment on
a farm. Alas! a week later the lad re-
appeared in his old haunts.

‘“ What, James ! "’ exclaimed his ben:-
factor, reproachfully. ‘“ Back again ?
Why didn’t you stay on the farm ? "’

‘“T couldn’'t stand the country, sir,
answered the born London guttersnipe.
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‘“ Gold is a costly metal, but iron is
far more useful. Genius may dazzle us,
but it is everyday goodness and plodding
patience that keeps the world sweet and
healthy.”’

Wise people use discretion in telling the
plain truth about their opponents, but
foolish guys assume the role of knockers,
and then wonder why they get into
trouble.—[Live-stock World.

Heroism is not alone in the dash of
chivalry or the heroic charge of the bhat-
tlefield. The one who stands faithful to
the ordinary humdrum duties of life is
also great, for these are the most im-
portant duties at last.

** Poor fellow ! His doctor tells him
the only thing that will cure him is a
course of mud baths, and he can't afford
to go to the mud springs.”

‘“ But surely he can go into politics,
and let the mud come to him."’

The Arkansaw Traveller man, who did
not mend his roof when it rained be-
cause ke couldn’t, and didn’t mend it when
it was not raining because he Jdidn’t peed
to, was an aggravated type of the man
who lets troubles settle themselves ; but
did you ever stop to think how many
things do straighten themselves out in
the best way when you give them a
chance ?

Among examples of American humor re-
cently given in the Nineteenth Century
and After is a story which a bright or-
nament of the English Bench is said to
have told more than once.

A speaker in a western town had
atarted out to show that there might he
great differences between national and
local reputation. He had said, ‘“ A man
can’t always tell what his neighbors think
of him,” when he was interrupted by one
of his hearers.

““]1 came mighty near knowing once,”’
sald the man, with a reminiscent look,
““ but the jury disagreed.”’

“ During the taking of a religious
census of the disirict of Columbia the
past winter,”” relates a representative
from Tennessee, ‘‘a couple of young
ladies who were engaged in the work
stopped at my home on Capitol Hill, and
when the bell rang it was answered by
the negro boy I brought from Tennessee¢
with me. The ladies asked him : *° Will
you please tell me who lives here 2"

‘“ Yessum ; Mistah Johnsing,”” was the
answer. ‘““Ts he a Christian ? " * No,
ma'am. He's er congressman from Ten-
nersee.’’

NOTHING TO HIM.

It is told of a certain New England
farmer that he one day set forth to pur-
chase a cow from a neighbor who had one
to sell. The negotiations had reached a
point where the would-he purchaser had
about agreed to take the cow, when her
owner said :

‘T really think that I ought to tell
vou that this cow has one falling. She
fs all T have msaid that she was in regard
to the quantity and the quality of*her
milk, but T will own up that she is hard
to milk because she is such a kicker.
You never know when she will kick you
over."’

““ Oh, that is all right,’”’ sald the would-
be purchaser. “ You see, my wife does
the milking at my place.”’

In a village in Maryland an old deacon
in shaving himself on Sunday prior to
church time made a slight cnt with the
razor on the extreme end of his nose.
Quickly calling to his wife, says the
Philadelphia T.edecer, he asked her if she
had any court plaster in the house.

“You will  find some in my sewing
hasket,''she amaid. .

The deacon soon had the cut covered
At church in assisting with the collection
he noticed everyone smile as he passed the
plate, and some of the younger people

lauched outright. Very much annoyed
he asked one of his assistants if therc
was anything wrong with his appearan-e

“Well, T should say there was,’' an
swered  the  asgcigtant ' What {s that
ian your nose "’

Conrt nlaster !

No" <aid his friend : ‘' {t is the lahel
frorm a spool of cotton Tt says, * War-

inted 200 yards.' **




