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ked to in that way. As size

; . 1,400 to 1,600 pounds a ton
is a»t»mmeg,a;rmll,e used satisfactorily. The same
sta.l'tl?ﬂle applies to all horse breeding, the (more
prl'nCle the types of parents the smaller are the
dner.gﬁ of burcédin;: good horses from them. It
Chance stick to one chosen breed, con-

; to
always well ) .
gnually piling cross upon Cross. Choos: a sire

gize gradually wor

that has both excellence of breeding and in-
dividual excellence of form and quality in every
respect. . ,

Undesirable factors in conformation seem to be

pitted with greater force and certainty than
desire. 1If we use stallions
le we are mérely inviting

transr
those which we most

and mares of low grac

the productiun of doubly inferior progeny. The
pest stallion will only beget a certain proportion
The inferior stallion will

of his offspring good. c i :
beget progeny, a large majority of which will be
pad. There can be no hope (')f salvation by breed-
ing inferior gtallions to inferior mares.

FAT STALLIONS.

The breeding stallion derives no possible benefit
from the load of fat that is too commonly put
upon his frame by drugging and stufling. On the
contrary, such obesity engenders sluggishness,
disease and impotency. We should expect our
draft stallions to transmit vim, vigor, activity,
power and ability for hard labor. These desirable
qualities are not associated with fat and flabbi-
ness and cannot, to any great degnee, bhe trans-
mitted by a stallion fin that condition. To give
the best results in breeding he should be
in muscular condition and have perfect health and
vigor. The requisite condition is that which
comes from ample exercise or actual labor, and
in short savors in every way of that condition
and disposition which is desired that every
stallion should transmit to his offspring.

As “like produces like’” it is reasonable to

expect that a stallion capable of efficient avork
in harness, will be likely to procreate horses
rossessed of ability in the same direction, . while

f:t, labby stallions maintained in idleaess and
luxury will be much less likely to impart the re-
quired vim, vigor, power and staying qualities.
Stallions exhibited at cur leading stock shows and
offered for sale throughout the country are often

pampered in condition. Many of them, for this
reason, fail to beget an average number of foals
from their quota of mares, or beget foals that

are weak in coustitution, delicient in size, crooked
in limb when horn Ihe over-fat condition alluded

to is not altogether the fault of the dealers who
handle such stallions. The average buyer ad
mires, appreciates and demands plpthoric  condi-
tion. Naturally, then, the staliion salesman fe:ds

for polish and plumpness, and the bhuyer is apt

to continue the process at home, wita the result
that the horse do 8 not give the hest of satisfac-
tion in number or g rencth of progeay. Under
the circumstances it is often good policy to buy

young stallions in preference to mature ones that
have long heen pampered for show purposes or
sale, and such colts should he <o fed as to develop

them naturally, and thus favor the hest results
{r<=m. their use. These matt rs reguire and deserve
consideration from all concerned
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

stallions to be rigorously rejected.—E. A. Daven-
port in ““The /Farmer’'s Advocate and Home
Journal,”” Winnipeg, Man.

»

Army Horse-buying Discussed.
Editor Advocate”

In your issue of March 11, 1915, there ap-
pears an able article on the Methods of Buying
Army Horses. The trend of which may be very
satlisfactory to the average city man, but just as
objectionable to the farmer or horse raiser in
Canada, where to-day there are thousands of
sound, young horses which have accumulated dur-
ing the past two years, suitable for army pur-
poses. True, a large percentage have more size
than the average cavalry horse, but would com-
pare most favorably for the Canadian with the
rejected American horses left in Canada last fall.
It has been plainly pointed out that when the
(‘anadian authorities commenced buying that the
Imperial buyers withdrew. Now it would be in-
teresting reading at present to know if they were
not asked to withdraw, or what pressure was
brought to bear on the Imperial buyers to remain
in Camada. Could they not have been allowed
a small corner to operate in, say Montreal or
Ottawa in the Fast and Winnipeg in the West, on
the same conditions that they are buying horses
in the United States at present in competition
with France, Russia and Italy? This would have
given some outlet for the horses that are stand-
ing to-day stagnated in Canada, and their owners
would be only too glad to receive for them the
prices the Americans are receiving in British gold
for horses, without the stamp ‘‘made in Canada’’
on them. If the Imperial buvers had remained
in Canada and purchased all the suitable horses,
and the war continued long so that the Canadian
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pondent pointed out that there are still large
numbers of horses needed in Eastern Canada for
the Canadian army, and while buyers have
scoured every part of the country and are still
buying, even more men being sent out, they have
only succeeded in getting about one-third the re-
quirements. It is said that 8,000 hrorses are still
needed from Eastern Canada by our own army. The
explanation as to why the Imperial Buyers with-
drew we. think a good one. Even in the United

States there is no overlapping, France buys in
one part, Russia in another, and Britain in an-
other. As far as we can find out the British

authorities withdrew on their own initiative, and
were not asked by gqny one. And g8 to small
dealers selling there can be no objection to that,
for they are undoubtedly helping the horse trade
to get moving, and do not operate on a scale to

corner the market.—Editor.]

LIVE STOCK.

Our Scottish Letter.

The war drags its slow length along. The
question on many lips is: When will it be over ?
and that is obviously a question muchh more
easily asked than answered. We do not share
the optimism of many on this point, and believe
the wisest policy for all parties in the British
Empire is to act on the principle that it will not
be won in a hurry. Meantime there is a good
deal of difficulty tin knowing exactly what is be-
ine done, the press censorship now being abnor-
mally strict. It may, however, be said that the
threatened blockade of the British ports, which
was announced to begin on February 18, has not
proved quite so terrible as was anticipated.
What may have hap-
pened does not quite ap-

Over 3,600 Pounds of Prime Beef.

is winter by .J.

Two steers of a carload of eighteen such cattle fed th

of Elgin Co., Ont. They are a carload of the bi
cattle ever seen in a Canadian
militia could not get enough suitable horses,

could they then not make their purchases in the
United States the same as the other Allied
armies are doing at present ? While every Can-
adian horse raiser fully appreciates the opportun-
ity he has had to dispose of some of his horses,
it would not have been much more of a disap-
pointment to Canadians if the Canadian commis-
sion had seen fit to have made all their purchases
of horses alomg with the Imperial buyers in the
Republic to the south.
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ler dealers or horse buyers are supplying, and
have heen, a large ]'(‘l'(‘nnfugv‘ of the horses
hourht for army purposes. ['nless  there are
special dayvs set aside for farmers to older their
i[ rses with the horse dealers’ strings excluded,
there will he fewer horses bought direct from the
farmers Not that the dealers should not have
cvory obportunity to dispose ol their horses, for
horse  dealers ;,‘;J cattle buvers are just as
1 f T 16  ever community as the country

crchant, farmer or other producer.

\liddlesex (o., Ont. ARTIHUR Y. O'NEII

[Note,—The article questioned by our corres-

pear, but there is a sus-
picion that quite a num-
ber of the Germam s u b -
marines h a ve not re-
turned to their base. It
is even hinted that the
British authorities know
a good deal more about

what has happened to
them than they have
told. It is at least cer-
tain that Great Britain

amazing ¢ om -
mand of the sea, and
that the day is far dis-
tant when that command
is to be seriously chal-
lenged,

The result of the
threatened blockade was
to send wheat prices
bound. The
this upward

believed to
have been found in
Chicago. At the m o -
ment, however, there has

has an

up with a
source of
tendency is

been a rebound. The
hammering at the Dar-
danelles forts by the
combined fle'ts of the

Allies has suggested to
speculators the possible
release of the Black Sea
wheat carriors, and t he
probable relief of
any straitness there

Ferguson, may be in the food sup-

geest and best - finished plics 'of some of the
stable. Allies.  Of course, if the
Russianr wheat supplies

are rneleased, Germany will get none of
them and Great Britain and her Allies
will have enough. Whether the reports

of shortage of food supplies in Germany
are to be trusted, is a point in respect of
which dogmatism would be foolish. It may be
intended to mislead, and it should at least be
treated in that way. The Allies will come best
out of the trouble if they put as little reliance
as may be on all reports “‘made in Germany."”’
The sound policy is to take no risks, and rather
over-value than under-value the enemy.

The main shortage in this country is a short-
age of agricultural labor. This i8 likely to
handicap farmers in some districts very seriously.

When one hears of four pairs of horses standing
idle, the prospect of getting more land under till-
aye is not bright. The shortage is not uni-
versal, nor is it acute even where it is
felt. lut undoubtedly there are districts i
which the usual agricultural routine of spring
work cannot he carried through. A debate on
the subiect took place in the House of Commons
the other day, and the gravity of the situation
may be inferred from the fact that the Prime
\linister intervened at an ecarly stage. ITis own
constituency of ICast IFife is one of those in
which the scarcity of labor is being  keenly felt.

\Ir. Asquith irreconcilabie position
with respect to the employment of boy labor, He

took up no




