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worked to in that way. As size stallions to be rigorously rejected.—E. A. Daven- pondent pointed out that there are still large
1,400 to 1,(300 pounds a ton port in “The Farmer's Advocate and Home numbers of horses needed in Eastern Canada for

be used satisfactorily. The same Journal,” Winnipeg, Man. the Canadian army, and while buyers have
to all horse breeding, the c more -------------- scoured every part of the country and are still

buying, even more men being sent out, they have 
only succeeded in getting about one-third the re­
quirements. It is said that 8,000 horses are still 
needed from Eastern Canada by our own army. The 
explanation as to why the Imperial Buyers with­
drew we. think a good one. Even in the United 
States there is no overlapping, France buys in 

part, Russia in another, and Britain in an- 
As far as we can find out the British

r-ssrk;
stah1011 ma^ies
d[iSn6tathe tTpes of parents the smaller are the 

rhances of breeding good horses from them. It 
Always well to stick to one chosen breed, con- 

IS .mil/Piling cross upon cross. Choose a sire 
♦ht has both excellence of breeding and in­
dividual excellence of form and quality in every

Army Horse-buying Discussed.
Editor "The Farmer's Advocate” :

In your issue of March 11, 1915, there ap­
pears an able article on the Methods of Buying 
Army Horses. The trend of which may be very 
satisfactory to the average city man, but just as 
objectionable to the farmer or horse raiser in 
Canada, where to-day there are thousands of 
sound, young horses which have accumulated dur­
ing the past two years, suitable for army pur­
poses. True, a large percentage have more size 
than the average cavalry horse, but would com­
pare most favorably for the Canadian with the 
rejected American horses left in Canada last fall. 
It has been plainly pointed out that when the 
Canadian authorities commenced buying that the 
Imperial buyers withdrew. Now it would be in­
teresting reading at present to know if they were 
not asked to withdraw, or what pressure was 
brought to bear on the Imperial buyers to remain 
in Canada. Could they not have been allowed 
a small corner to operate in, say Montreal or 
Ottawa in the East and Winnipeg in the West, on 
the same conditions that they arc buying horses 
in the United States at present in competition 
with France, Russia and Italy? This would have 
given some outlet for the horses that are stand­
ing to-day stagnated in Canada, and their owners 
would be only too glad to receive for them the 
prices the Americans are receiving in British gold 
for horses, without the stamp "‘made in Canada” 
on them. If the Imperial buyers had remained 
in Canada and purchased all the suitable horses, 
and the war continued long so that the Canadian

^Undesirable factors in conformation seem to be 
transmitted with greater force and certainty than 
those which we most desire. If we use stallions 
and mares of low grade we arc merely inviting 

production of doubly inferior progeny. 
hp=t stallion will only beget a certain proportion 

hiq offspring good. The inferior stallion will 
beiret progeny, a large majority of which will be 
^kd There can be no bope of salvation by breed- 

stall ions to inferior marcs.

one 
other.
authorities withdrew on their own initiative, and

And as to .small 
dealers selling there can be no objection to that, 
for they are undoubtedly helping the horse trade 
to get moving, and do not operate on a scale to 
corner the market.—Editor. 1

were not asked by -any one.
The

the

LIVE STOCK.lng inferior
FAT STALLIONS.

The breeding stallion derives no possible benefit 
from the load' of fat that is too commonly put 
upon his frame by drugging and stuffing. On the 
contrarv, such obesity engenders sluggishness, 
disease and impotency. We should expect our 
draft stallions to transmit vim, vigor, activity.

These desirable

Our Scottish Letter.
TheThe war drags its slow length along, 

question on many lips is: When will it be over ? 
and that is obviously a question much more 
easily asked than answered, 
the optimism of many on this point, a”d believe 
the wisest policy for all parties in the British 
Empire is to act on the principle that it will not 
be won in a hurry, 
deal of difficulty In knowing exactly what is be­
ing done, the press censorship now being abruor- 

It may, however, be said that the 
of the British ports, which 

announced to begin on February 18, has not 
proved quite so terrible as was

We do not share
power and ability for hard labor.

not associated with fat and tlabbi-qualities are
and cannot, to any great degree, he trans-

To give 
should be

ness
mitted by a stallion in that condition, 
the best results in breeding he 
in muscular condition and have perfect health and 
vigor. The requisite condition is that which 
comes from amide exercise or actual labor, and 
in short savors in every way of that condition 
and disposition which
stallion should transmit to his offspring.

Meantime there is a good

mally strict, 
threatened blockade
was

anticipated. 
W hat may have hap­
pened does not quite ap­
pear, but there is a sus­
picion that quite a num­
ber of the German s u b -

is desired that every

As ' like produces like” it is reasonable to 
expect that a stallion capable of efficient work 
in harness, will be likely to procreate horses 
possessed of ability in the same direction, while 
I :t, tlabby stallions maintained in idleness and 
luxury will be much less likely to impart the re­
quired vim, vigor, power and staying qualities. 
Stallions exhibited at cur leading stock shows and 
offered for sale throughout the country are often 
pampered in condition. Many of them, for this 
reason, fail to beget an average number of foals 
from their quota of mares, or beget foals t lat 
are wpak in constitution, deficient in size, crooked 
in limb when born. The over-fat condition alluded 
to is not altogether the fault of the dealers who 
handle such si allions, 
mires, appreciates and demands plpthoric condi­
tion. Naturally, then, the stallion salesman feeds 
for polish and plumpness, and the buyer is apt 
to continue the process at home, with the result 
that the horse do s not gi'e the best of satisfac­
tion in number or s: reneth of progeny, 
the circumstances it is often good policy to buy 
young stallions in preference to mature ones that 
have long been pampered for show purposes or 
sale, and such colts should be so fed as to develop 
them naturally, a ml thus favor 
from their

marines have not re­
turned to their base. It 
is even hinted that the 
British authorities know 
a good deal more about 
what has happened to 
them than they have 
told. It is at least cer­
tain that Great Britain 
has an 
mand of the 
that the day is far dis­
tant when that command 
is to be seriously chal­
lenged.

The r e s' u I t of the 
threatened blockade was 
to send wheat prices 
up with a bound, 
source
tendency is believed to 
have been f o u n d in 
Chicago. At the mo­
ment, however, there has 
been n rebound.

amazing c o m - 
sea, and

I he average buyer ad-

Under
The

of this upward

the best results 
These matt rs require and deserve 

consideration from all concerned.
use. T h o

the 1 tar-hammering at 
danelles forts by the 
combined lle'ts of the 
Allies has suggested to 
speculators the possible 
release of the Black Sea 
wheat can i rs, and the 
p r o b a h 1 e relief of 

st rail ness there

There is one quality which 1 Count easily first 
in betokening promise of prepotence, and that is 
a high-headed, bold, noble masculine oresence- 
mark it most important of all when accompanied 
by soundness and desirable conformation in other 
Points.

I

I never knew a stallion with the head 
and neck of a mare to be a good breeder. Quality 
counts for much in a horse that has size, but 
"atch out that it 'is real quality and not a weak­
ness masquerading under that high sounding title, 
•very undersized, runty little stallion is I ragged 

up for his quality. Quality will always sell, but 
''eight with quality is the combination that 
^ rings the big money. We recognize quality in a 
general way l>y refinein'-nt of conformation and 
texture of ha 
attribute, is ingrained 
has real

Over 3,600 Pounds of Prime Beef.
carload of eighteen such cuttle fed this winter by J. Ferguson, 

carload of the biggest and best - finished 
cattle ever seen in a Canadian stable.

any
may be in the food sup­
plies ' of s o m e of the 
Allies. Of course, if the 
Russian wheat supplies 

, Germany will get none of 
Great Britain and her

Whether the reports

Two steers of a
of Elgin Co., Ont. They are a

released 
and

have enough.

militia could not get enough suitable horses, 
could they then not make their purchases in the 
United States the same as the other Allied 
armies are doing at present ? While exqry ( an- 
adian horse raiser fully appreciates, the opportun- 

he has had to dispose of some of bis horses, 
it would not have been much more of a disap- 

Canadians if the Canadian cominis- 
fit to have made all their purchases

are
them
will

Allies

Quality, even if an intangible 
in that horse. If a horse 

finality he has it all over trim.
10 on,‘ should buy an unsound stallion, but 
... should he buy a sound one if he has 

st, ,.!ns e'sp to recommend him. In choosing a 
1 lon outside of actual unsoundnpss, avoid 
O 7 couplings, light, ribs, weak loins, lirht 
sick 1S narri,wn,‘ss of conformation, calf knees, 
Cat 6 hoTs. straight pasterns and small, steep, 
low’ )S ' or '"" heeled feet, crooked top lines, 
sour JaC ?' rumps, short, straight necks,
bad f10aiS' smx ''ars, small, piggy eyes and also 

ynpers. ou illness of wind must be insisted 
straight'f'S 1 !u‘ step at the walk should be 
and sh 101 "'ar,h each foot being picked up cleanly, 

owing tlv shoe at each stride. At the trot 
hoiild be bold and free, the legs 

especially behind, and the 
e'ean, wide and flat. It is 

1 hat absolutely perfect animals 
e”. be found, and that few of our 

‘ ■ e'd to reluct breeding stock for 
un’ ie .. .ft ant defects.

r. of food supplies in Germany 
Is a point in respect of 

It may be 
least be

of short age
are to lie trusted, 
which dogmatism would be foolish, 
intended to mislead, and it should at

The Allies will come best , 
they put as little reliance 

all reports ‘made in Germany.”

ity
neither treated in that way. 

out of the trouble ifpointaient to
sion had seen ...
of horses along with the Imperial buyers in the 
Republic to the south.

The writer asserts that the buying of horses 
is done direct from the farmers, cutting out the 
profits of big dealers. While this may be tire 
case in some districts, it is very wide of the 
mark in other places. While the large cornmis- 

be cut out with car lots, the smal- 
horse buyers are supplying, and 

a large percentage of
Unless there are

as may be on 
The sound policy is to take no risks, and rather 
over-value than under-value the enemy.

The main shortage in this country is a short­
age of agricultural labor, 
handicap farmers in some districts very seriously. 
When one hears of four pairs of horses standing 
idle, the prospect of getting more land under till- 

The shortage is not uni- 
acute even where it is 

are districts in

This is likely to

on sion men may 
1er dealers or age is not bright, 

versai, nor is
felt. But undoubtedly there 
which the usual agricultural routine of spring 
work cannot be curried through, 
the subject took place in the House of Commons 
the other day, and the gravity of the situation

the Prime

the horses ithave been,
bought for army purposes, 
special da vs set aside for farmers to offer their 

horse dealers’ strings excluded,

the movement 
^arried well 
le ars er A debate onshould 1„.
recognized
can 
breed, 
small and
to the>e m>f 1 'lightest doubt that it would be 
the horse' / ' antage of every breed r, and to
all actiT-n"........  ’ imlustry of the country, were

11 -x cn-ound and notably unsuitable

„ horses with the
there will be fewer horses bought direct from the 

Not that the dealers should not have 
opportunity to dispose of their horses, for 

cattle buyers are just as 
community ns the country constituency

which the scarcity of labor is being keenly felt. 
Mr. Asquith took up no
with respect to the employment of boy labor. He

far;
rarely, jf fa rimers. 

e\ cry 
horse 
necessary
merchant, farmer or other producer.

Ont. ARTIII U F. O’NEIL.

[Note,—The article questioned by

be inferred from the fact thatmay
Minister intervened at an early stage, 
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