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By J. Stasvorn Honme, D.D,, Evrror &2 Book DEPARTMENT.

THE IMPERIAL DICTIONARY OF 118 ExGLisie LaN

auaGE. By John Ogilvie, LL.D. New Edition,
arefully  rvevised  and  greatly  augmented,
Edited by Charles Annandale, MA, Hins
trated by three thousand engravings. In 4
HBvo v Price §20000, 11 e N Son, \
don, wspgow, Edinburgh and Dublin, The
Century Co.: New York,  I8K3,

ONE of the prondest moments of our life, as
e American seholar of modest pretensions, was
ne day, some years sine
sroll into one of the lary

when we chaneed to

t hook stores in Lon
fon and inquired, in an innocent, confidential
way, about English dictionaries, what was eon
adered to be the standard, ete.?  We wore told,
ather reluctantly, that undoubtedly  Webster
vas the haghest anthority at present,  As we
vere alveady the happy owner of a Webster Une-
iridged, we thanked onr kind informant, and
valked off with at satisfaction, just as we
ol when, now and then, we drop into Tiffany’s
wd Took at the “ Queen’s Cup,” hronght to us
v the yacht America

But it does not do for any one in this progres
ve age to rest too long or too easy on his
arels. The day has come when a new com

ditor 1 English lexie hy has not only

Leputed supremacy with Ameriean dictionaries
England, but has erossed the Atlantic and
allenges both Webster and Woreester to a
ow contest forsuperiority And it will bo ae

knowledged that the Daperial Dictionary i no
ean competitor,  In some points it is, most
suredly, in advance of all other English die-

tomaries,

L Its voeabulary is larger than that of any

glish work,  This comes not only from

cof seientific and professional terms,
t mainly from the adoption of a principle
shich s not been heretofore fully recognized
voour lexicographers—viz.; that every word

W a right to a place inan English dietionary
it has ecurrency in the  English language,
hether it be good or bad.  Heretof lexi-

graphers  have  considercd  themselves  as

lges ax to the gquahty of the word; and the
imion has widely prey

ailed that if a word is
be found 1 the dictionary it is right to use
Cafnot, it is to be rejected. The principle on
bich the Tmpe

al ictionary is made s, that
a word can be established, it
<fo be placed in the voeabulary of the lan-
lage, bad or good,  Thata word is found in the

tHonary is no more an endorsement than that
Can’s name in found in a city directory i< an
dorsement of his moral or business charac-

the existence «

ro A complete standard dictionary makes no
Woice of words: like a bank-note reporter, that
‘hich is fonnd in circulation is noted, and, as
aras possible, its character given,  Words ob-
wlete and newly coined, barbarous, vulgar and
leal, professional and scientifie, are all found
Wits columns,  The only question considered
88 1o registry, being existence and currency;

everything else is left to the taste, judgment and
necessity of the writer and speaker,

2, The next point in which the Imperial Dic
tionary is ahead of all others is, that it furnishes

a much larger number of cramples of the use
of words, This is
of the first imp

departiaent in lexicography
ance, and eapable of almost
indefinite expansion, A lexicographer may have
preat tact and precision at definition, but his
detinition is

abstraction, and can never be a
valuable to the stadent of words as an illustra
tion of the wse of & word by a recognized anthor

a deseription, or a delineation,

ity., The ono is

oranalysis, snel

1 chemist or botanist wonld
give of a frait or flower; the other is a living
specimen rooted and growing in beanty and
fragrance,  Since the issuo of our latest Ameri
can dictionaries an immense amount of work
has been done in the departiient of the study of
philosophy.  The Imperial containg illustra-
tions from nearly threo thousand anthors,

3. The next point of excellence which is no-
ticed inthe work is, that its pictorial illustra-
tions are not only more numerons, and gener-
ally better exeeuted, but more instructive and
valuable,  In our American dictionaries the il
Tusteations general, imaginary and ideal ;
in the Tmperial the illusteations, when it is pos
sible, are actual representations of particular
objects of the Kind; they arc real and historie;

e in Webster, w  clustered column ™ s an im
aginary clustered colummn; any «
particular,  In the Dnpe it s a clustered
column in the Winchester Cathedral,  In Web
ster, 4t confessional " is a faney sketeh: in the
Tmperial, it is the confessional in the Cathedral
of St Gudule, Brussels,  In Webster
s a gene

s, but none in

comet’

sketel, In the Tmperial, we have
“ Donati's com Amphitheater, in Webster,
is no one in particular. In the Imperial, it is
the amphitheater at Verona, ete,

In pronunciation the hoperial follows the
Euglish standard, and will not therefore be
found so trustworthy a guide as Webster or
Worcester; and yet, in the study of a word, it
will be of interest to note the variations in this
paticnlar,

Tur New Tesramest. With Engravings on
wood by Fra Angehico, Piotro Perngino, Fran-
cesco Francin, Lorenzo Di Credi, Fra Bartol
onmeo, tinn, Raphael, Gandenzio Ferrari,
Damiel Di Votarea and others, Boston: Hough-
ton, Miflin & Co. 1884, Quarto. Price §10,
In typography, paper, binding, and estecially

in artistic design and exeention, this work is

truly superb,  The publishers have evidently

spared neither time nor cost, and the prodnet 13

one of the most magnificent specimens of book-

making ever produced in this country, or inany
other. Such a setting of the text of the New

Testament, while it cannot add to its intrinsic

worth, will attract many to it, and eharm many

a reader of taste into a fresh perusal of the Book
of books,
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