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The Dairy Herds of America

Agriculture
Observations in France by a Forme

HE agriculture of No Man's Land and of the
T country immediately behind (he lines fn
France, ls Interesting and unusual. While not
) exciting as the war, farming over here is suffl
lently distinctive to be guite exciting at times in
the warring areas, to say ‘mothing of it
and peculiarities where peace reigns fow facts
and fancles regarding it from one who a few years
ago was one of the assistant editors of Farm angd
Dairy may furnish a diversion from
torles of the war. X
I have had no time, while “soldiering” here, to
udy the agriculture of the country in a commercial
or sclentific way. Conditions In the war zone and
istoms of the people In more peaceful districts, that
ppened to observe at odd times and places, are
| that I can tell at this time.

War's Devastating lYou!cr:, i l
he re of No Man's Land is mostly non
.”l :’:«n:‘ﬂl‘;‘ym'yNo Man's Land,” I refer not only to
he area that at .any moment lies between the
allled and Hun lines, but fo al France that this
car has been the scene of battle. Every foot of
ch land has been a No Man's Land at one time
another, Farming was carrled on there this year
n a few sections that remained quiet long enough

preparing the soll and sowing the tm.x, but the
vaying of offensives from March to \ ptember so
mpled under foot or plerced with holes the prom

of crops that the harvest was small compared
with what might have been. Sufficient was sa
I, however, to make the work of harvesting
\ while. Everyone knows which side did the
esting ‘after the midd'e of July
Let the readers of Farm and Dair

s quaintness

reports and

plcture in

their imaginations going to one of their own graip
fields at harvest time and ﬂn«llm(" it full of shel
holes, rifie pits and cover “dug In" by soldiers, of
t hone wires on the ground and, perhaps, some

hed win nothing of trenches, even grave
e .I‘,,\.“:& ':’n:n‘ymm trampled fiat, and they may
be able to realize the difficul-
ties, even at tifhes uselessness,
of cutting grain in flelds that
bave been the sceme of bat
tles in France. All degrees
of these conditions prevafled,
from crops completely ruined
to flelds almost free from
Near the old estab-
lished  trench systems, the
has been so cut up by
and trench and so cover-
ed with barb wire entangle.
me that it is impossible to
attempt farming fn any way,
even It other conditions per-
w ced

Destruction of Orchards.

To agriculture in No Man's
Land, the “unkindest ecut ,of
all” {s the ‘wanton destruc-
tion of orcha everywhere
that the Hun has been, Near-
Iy every tree not ruined al-
ready by shell fire has been
felled or irreparally damaged
by axe or saw. Even vine-
vards have been levelled to
the ground Muulnl"I and
dally papers have to 0 2
often and well atorles of- the .’,’;;“";";:;; A i
devastation that spreads ke reglstored hormes th

An any other three men in the worl

Canada

villages

For This Great Draft

May be Called Upon to

In and Near

@ glgantic blight over the once fair fields of northern
France that I shall not further attempt to describe
it

In definite and

delighttul contrast to the desola.
tion of No Man's L

and Me the flelds of France, away
behind the lines, Farming is practised peacefully
and intensively Every effort {s made towards a
maximum production. = And the wonder of it all
I8, to me, how they manage to till such large areas
and produce the fine-qualitied, heayy crops that they
do by the practice of almost primitive methods—
practi. and implements like ploneer days In Can
ada—even on thelr poorest land, clayey, shaley,
some of it half chalk Everything is done inten
sively, to be sure; extensive farming, as known in
Canada, is not practised
Rural Community Life,

Farming sections are not lald out with a home
on every farm, as in America, The farmers, mostly
peasants, live in community villages, and their farms
lie outside and around the villages, many of them
& considerable distance, With chureh, school and
stores nearby, soclal conditions are ideal, but much
time and labor are lost g Ing to and from the land

While most of the homes are comfortable, cozy
and clean inside, sanitatfon outside usvally is bad
The buildings often are grouped with ccurtyard
Mlect around manure plles, the front doors of the
houses facing inwards, and drainage from and near
the wells for generations has been on the surface,
mboxed and untiled makiag that part of the yards
wet and sloppy the year around. Manure Idom  bar
allowed to accumulate to any extent, however, being
hauled to the fields as rapidly as other work will
permit, but she manure pile thereby is not robbhed
much of Its hygienic menace or its aroma. The
tume might be said of conditions on many farms fn

The Quaint Villages of France.
Near streams and almost hidden by trees, these
nestle quaintly at short intervals all over

Breed We Are Indebted to France,
e owned more extenslyely fa America than in the country of their origin,
hed on the raneh of M« (o

Three thin,
Ing the farm
i6 the terraced hillsides.
man does not like working
moderate slopes.
be a long, laborious job, he tro--#
into a series of leyel flelds
natural

“crazy

Lane, of Alberta, who is sald to
d

Aaadit St

Supply Breeding Stock to Devastated Europe.

No Man’s Land

r Associate-Editor of Farm and Dairy —

steps, ascending from earth
Wherever practicable, the
treads of these steps, are

The secomd thing that
patch

At one place, I saw & square plot of to-
Mmatoes inset in the centre of
potatoes,

probably
diers the position of the

w
The third thing

In faruiing districts over
everywhere.
and mixed gry

In the grain fields, in alfalifa,
asses, beside the highw

more

The red tile roofs and w
walls of the houses; the tile
of the barns, with framework,
hewn by hand; the tha many
smaller bulldings; the old -mill with its water:

and dam;-the lsolated chateau on the h
cattle, the donkeys and the Boats, e
the people themselves, lend an
romance to these places that
And not less picturesque s th
roofs have been bent
of centuries” upon their backs,

&8 strike the eye foreibly w,
landscapes outside the villages,

work” appearance of
number of various sized,
plots, all unfenced, appe
into a gigantic natural cx
scenic effect Is
practical effect on production
one or twoacre patches of
by a similar number of lke

ley or clover on the s
factory.

» One cannot help wonde

By Sergeant A. B. Cutting, B.S. A.

the country.

hite plaster
roofs and mud walls
» @ven fo the laths,
tehed roofs and.walls of
wheéwl
i'lside; the
ven the garh of
L alr of quaintness and
captivates and lingers,
@ fact that those red
and broken by the “weight

hen view-
First,
Apparently the French-
up and down hills, even
Tastead, by terracing, which must
*ms the hillside
that look like broad,
to  skyline,
€3, as  well as the
cultivated
attracts specially is the
the farms, A
» shaped and colored little
ar sown t rown) togethier
azy qufit. Pleasing as the
ring it the
of, say, a hait dozen
wheat separated only
areas of potatoes or
ame farm, is equally gatfs.

& larger square of
done to camouflage from 80)-
more enticing crop,

here Poppies Grow.
that particularly

strikes the eye
here s popples, popples
clover
ays and in the
byways, on hillside and in val-
ley, in late spring ang all
summer, the scarlet of : ghe
Poppy is seen mingling with
the green and the gold of the
Crops. And where daisfes and
cornflowers abound, Poppies
run riot with them n patriotie ,
prisms of red, white and blue.
How the poppies got their
start, 1 do not know, unless
it be that they were once
grown for seed or opium; but
here they are, re-seeding and
regrowing ' year after year,
like a great spreading red
rash on the farms of France,
Up-to-date implements ape
seldom seen on farms  over
here.  Old-tashioned plows,
Wwooden4oothed harrows and
heavyhladed hoes; log rollers
in heavy timbered frames, the
side pleces of which are cury-
and act as  gled rusners
when they touch the gro
ho pole being used; scythes
that are sharpened by bea
the edge on a stone with a
hammer, siokles, cradles and
Hails are am g the kin of
(Continued on page 18.)
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