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FEB. 5. - “IDLE IN THE MARKET-

PLACE.”

Mart

Hose Reanisos,

Mo ! 0 The idle talent Matt, 25 0 24,
Tuos., dan 81, Ko 5
Wk, Feh 1
b o 8 5
N ' i s,

Here is a striking parable, one as litth
understood inits meaning as it is remarkable
inits form. I has twentieth century les
sons, has this fisst century  pueable. — And
whiat tenching of the great Master, parabolicnl
or otherwise, has not its applieation to
wodern life 7 Christ spoke 1ot for the fivst

contury merely, but for all tin not for
Palestine only, but for the whole world
The navrative for this week's study forms a

nswer to Peter's question,
ken all, mul lowed
thee 5 what shall we have there " In that
question lurks the spirit of the hireling.
There seems to be a demand for so much pay
for so much work,  Instead of regardin
reward for service as a favor, the question
seems to claim it as a right. It is against
this mercenary spirit, worldly and unchris
tian, that the parable is directed. 1t is
mtended to teach that all we in the
X f receive equal reward ; for
ted in othe ces in the Bible
the ease. s it the pu
Master to imply that the per
formance of gr serviee for Him necossarily
insur wreat reward, althongh that may e
true.  The heart of the whole parable is a
stern rebuke against the introduction of the
hiveling spivit of the world into the affairs of
the Kingdom of Heaven, T it in
which vme venders service for ul deter
mines its character. The motive, the intent,
is the essential thing.  Christ wants love of
Hing, not love of reward, to inspire men.
Having pointed out the motive of the par-
able, lewmn now some of its plain and
practical teachings which Guthrie so well
presents, for it is the practical view of the
woral situation whicli is most helpful to om
busy Le
I

part of Christ
* Behold, we have for

pose of th

i Brerore & Favn —For
avies, and all alone, the Jews had
in the Lovd's vineyard : while
wholly given up to every
species of idolatry, had been standing un
hirved and idle —living without God or divine
lmlln- in the world. T were now about
 admitted to equal s with the
Jows.  They were to be receive
+ Chureh which recognizes no dis
ms, but which is as wide as God's
Christ shows that the Jews, by
wi wilful and wicked procedure,
feited the favor of God and were dismissed
from the glovions honors and
wards Building our |u-|w~ on
any external religious advantage is vi
**God s spirit, and they that worship him,
must worship him in spirit and truth.”
“Twoa Methodist ; * 'ma Baptist I'm
all this is useless. Outward
amount to nothing, unless
th in Christ and loyal
The Jews, failing to
The Gentiles, un-
'k, were summoned
is the true test nflln‘

service in l||~ name.
serve, were discharged.,
hired but willing to
and received,  H
perpetuity 1y institution.
i“u live ; to se and )ull die.
ipworth Leaguer, this applies to you, 0,
Epworth League, thou youthful, wmighty
winnt, in this is found your life or death !

2. NELFISHNESS  AND SELF-RIGHTEOLU SN EsS
Revtken, In Peter's questions there are
traces of a seltish and self-righteous spirit.
He and his compunions had not left great
possessions to follow Jesus as the vich young
vuler had, with whom he was probably eom
pring himself.  They were tishermen, and
carned w precavious livelihood from the
trencherous sen. And yet he puts in o claim
of et and rewand Illulll cover of devotion
to Christ.  He says, ** Behold we have for
sken all, and followed thee,” asking, ** What
shall we have there ! Asif it were not
enongh  to have Christ for his reward
S What shall we have /7 Tnomodern par
lanee, ** What money is there in it /™ a gques
tion which points more to his personal profit,
than to his soul’s w re, or Christ's honor
Peter mnst be put vight, and all py
like mind.  So the great Teacher
prable which declares that those
on the value of their works
their Lord's favor : that those wh
Lovd’s vineyard merely for the
can eat, or for the worldly advantage
such asituation will afford, shall be dismissed
from this position, while those who work
but one hour in the true spivit of Christian
their rewnnd.  Salvation is
bt of grace it by works
of rvighteousness that we have done, but
aceording to his merey he saved us

3. Nor LoLesess, seT CHRISTIAN ACTIV
1y Reguiren, - ** Show me thy faith by thy
works™ is the demand of James ; * Be care
ful to waintain good works ™ is the counsel
of Panly and the testimony of the whole
Bible is, that faith without works is dead,

eare not called into the vineyard to sit
idle, to fold our hands and slunmber,  In
wmending  our habits, in eultivating  our
hearts, in resisting temptation, in conquering
besetting sins, in fighting the good fight of
faith, in being instant in season and out of
season, in keeping ¢ banner flying, and in
winuning, step by step, the way to heaven,
how mueh have we to do ! Anidle Christian
is a8 much a eontvadiction in terms as a dis-
honest, u false, or a Sabbath-breaking Chris

%t

tian, » Christian liveth for himself —in a
world hlu-lluu. from so many s, so
afflicted with sorrow, and  sufferi il

and ignorance, and wrong, and
i o sinmers perish around us as in
great shipwreck, erying, “Help, we perish.”
Tustead of having nothing to do, Leaguers,
might we not wish to have a thousand heads
Ll a thousand hearts to f nd i
thousand hands to work, the zeal of Paul, the
wisdom of Solomen, and the years of
Methuselah !

4. Inpestiions Toesess—a Paranox
In that crowd in the market-place of idle
were  talking, some laughing,
« some sleeping, some playing,
working i the vin \‘mlw a
sicture of the world surely, where people,
sy in their daily toil for hread, Gouit it
pursuit of wealth, or pleasure, or fane, yet
have not one hour to spare for the things
that belong to salvation and their evel
ing peace.  Busy and yet idle! We un-rln
go to the counting-room, the crowded ~A||n|h
the silent study, the public assembly, the
festive hall, the applauding theatre, the
whirling ball-r Usay, ** Why stand ye
here idle all the For a man is idle
unless he serves i
life.  Gaod calls men from such busy tritling,
from the life of laborious idleness to a service
which is as pleasant as it is profitable, as
graceful as it is datiful, saymg, * Wor
while it is ealled to-day, seeing that the
night cometh when no man ean work.”

The case of the men hirved at the eleventh
hour affords no encouragement to procras-
tination. They had not been hired, they
had not been ealled till that late hour ; but
they instantly responded. The puml)h-
teaches  promptness, not prmuwluunmn
He would be a strange man in this day and
age who could trathfully say, ** 1 have never
heard the Gospel message—I have not been

men, son
Some yawnin
and yet none

Frnrvary, 1800 26

nooman hath hived me,”
ne forth —Behold
i behold, now is the

wepted
duy of salvation

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

What God does : Row, 3 2l
Eph. 2 im ¢
What we must do 165 Proy

10:4; Eeel. 9:10;
Rowm. 12: 11; Eph. 4: 28;
doln H: 17 9:4: Prov. 6:6; 24
Titus 2: 14

Amos 61
Luke 2: 49,
$0-32 ;

FEB. 12.—“THE JOY IN FINDING THE
OST.”

Hove ReaviNes,

The joy .‘vnu .).. pherd. Matt. 18 l'n

i persecution
g with Joy
Lasting joy

In this fifteenth chapter of Luke are three
rables.  Each states the
Joy omearth, joyin heave

overasaved soul b
Each ative represents the sinner in a

peculine condition ; for the parable of the
lost sheep represents the stupid and bewild-
eved sinner ; that of the lost picee of money,
the sinner unconscious of himself and of his
own real worth ; that of the prodigal son, the
conscious and voluntary sinner, the most
serious and aggravated ease.  Indeed, the
first two parables are an inseparable pair,
They are a double star ; you cannot tell how
much light comes from the one, or how much
from the other.  They arve alike, for in ench
there is a loss, a seeking, a joyful finding.
They differ in the extent of the loss, the
manner of the le i the toil of recovery.
Again they are alike in teaching the lesson
as to the lost condition of the sinner, the
power and willingness of God to save, and
the importance with which God and angels
regard each sinner's salvation.  They vary
in giving different views of the sinner. He
ix wayward, weak and foolish like o sheep.
He is dead and helpless like the mnm«hwl
coin, - The  shepherd  rep )
active and atoning work for man's ml\'nuun 3
the woman's activity illustrates the work of
salvation in the soul itself —enlightening,
cleansing, transforming to fit it for ae-
ceptable service, and ¢l relationship with

SHEPHERD'S  SEARCH.—Beautiful
and heart-touching as this picture is, of the
shepherd away among the barren mountains
searching minutely in every ravine and
thicket, it wants a little x-xplmnn n, suys
Maclaren, in order to be brought into cor-
ondence with the fact which it expresses.

For his search for his lost property is not in
, and his finding of it
of his «l p, but the
sheep's discovery of the shepherd. We have
to remember wherein consists the loss before
we can understand  wherein  consists  the
search.  God's possession of man is not
simply His possession by ation.  There is
only one way in which spirit can own spirit,
or heart can possess  heart, and that is
through the voluntary lding and love of
the one to the other. Jesus Christ, whe,
in all His secking after us men, is the voic
and hand of Almighty love, does not count
that He has found a man until the man has
learned to love Him.  For He loses us when
we are alienated from Him, when we cease
to trust Him. 'l'lu- search, then, is for love,
for trust, for obedience.  The shepherd’s
seeking is shown in the way by which the
Tove in Jesus Christ moves round about our
closed hearts, looking for an entrance. He
left the ninety and nine that were safe on
the high pastures of the mountains of God,
and came down among us, out into the
wilderness, to seck and to save that which
was lost.  And here, i midst, that un-
seen Form is passing along and speaking to




