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treacherous 
of merit and reward 
to Christ. He says, * 
silken all, and followed 
shall 
enough 
“What shall 
lance, “ \\ hat money is there in it ' " a ijues- 
tion which points more to his personal profit, 
than to Ins soul’s welfare, or Christ's honor. 
Peter must lie nut right, and all people of 
like mind. So the great Teacher related the 

w hich declares that those wlm stand 
the value of their works alone, forfeit 

their Lord's favor : that those who enter the 
Lord's vineyard merely for the grapes they 
can eat, or for the worldly advantage which 
such a situation will afford, shall he (liai 
from this |iosition. 
hut one Imur in the true spirit of Christian 
service obtain their reward. Salvation is 
not of works, hut of grace. “ Not by works
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lu this lifteeiith chapter of Luke are three 
parables. Each states tile iny experienced 
over a saved soul joy unearth, joy in heaven. 
Kiicli narrative represents the sinner in 
peculiar condition ; for the paralile of i 
lost sheep represents the stupid mid bewild- 
red sinner ; that of the lost piece of money, 

incoiiscious of himself and of his 
; that of the prodigal son, tIn
voluntary sinner, the most 

ed case. Indeed, the 
an inse|Hirahlc |mir. 

i cannot tell how

parableHere is a striking 
understood in its 
in its form.

; | is ruble, one as little 
meaning as it is remarkable 

It has twentieth century les
sons, has this first century parable. And 
w li it teaching of the great Master, par 
or otherwise, has not its applies 
modern life ! Christ s|sike Hot 
century merely, hut for 
Palestine only, hut 
The narrative for this week's stud) 
pa it of Christ's answer to Peter's ipiestioii. 
“ lielmlil, we have forsaken all, and followed 
thee ; w hat shall w e have therefore ! " 
ipiestioii lurks the spirit of the I 
There seems to lie a demand for so much |wy 
for so much work. Instead of regarding 
n-ward for service as a favor, the question 
seems to claim it as a right. It is against 
this mercenary spirit, worldly and unchris
tian, that the parable is directed. It is not 
intended to teach that all workers in the 
Kingdom of (lod receive coital reward ; for 
we are instructed in other places in the Bible 
that this is not the ease. Nor is it the pur
pose of the Master to imply that the per 
formauceof great service for Him ueeessarilt 

rest reward, although that may in- 
hi-nrt of the whole |Mirahlc is a 

stern rebuke against the introduction of tin- 
hireling spirit of the world into the affairs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The spirit in 
which one renders service for thsl deter
mines its character. The motive, the intent, 
is the essential thing Christ wants love of 
Him, not love of reward, to inspire men.

Having pointed out the motive of the |mr- 
ahle, learn now some of its plain and 
practical teachings which (lutline so 
presents, for it is the practical view of the 
moral situation which is most helpful to 
busy Leaguers.
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ent uriea, and all alone, the Jews had 
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while those who workfor the tirst 
all time : not for 

for the wlmle world.

of righteousness that we have done, hut 
according to his mercy he saved us."

3. Not Iiileskss, hit Christian Activ
ity Kkuitkku. “ Show me thy faith by thy 
works" is the demand of James; " Be care
ful to maintain good works " is the counsel 
of Paul, and the testimony of the whole 
I tilde is, that faith without works is dead. 
We are not called into the vineyard to sit 
idle, to fold our hands and slim 
amending our habits, in cultivating 
hearts, in resisting temptation, in conquering 
In-setting sins, in lighting the good tight of 
faith, in living instant in season and out of 
season, in keeping our banner Hying, and in 
winning, step by step, the way to heaven, 
how much have we to do ! An idle Christian

hireling.
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conscious and 
serious and i 
tirst two
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They are a double star ; yoi 
much light comes from the one, or how much 
from the other. They are alike, for in each 
there is a loss, a seeking, a joyful 
They differ in the extent 
manner of the loss, and the toil of recti 

alike in teaching the I 
st condition of the sinner, the 

ss of God to save, and 
which God and angels 

regard each sinner's salvation. They vary 
in giving different views of the sinner. lit
is wayward, weak and foolish like a sheep. 
He is dead and helpless like the tarnished 
coin. The shepherd represents Christ’s 
active and atoning work for man’s salvation 
the woman’s activity illustrates the work > 
salvation in the soul itself enlightening, 
cleansing, transforming to tit it for ac
ceptable service, and close relationship with

ftnding. 
of the loss, the

lessonAgain they 
as to the lo 
power and willingne 
the ini|Nirtance withinsures

Tin- is as much a contradiction in rnis as a dis- 
caking Chris- 
himself - in a

a Sa hi hi th 
j liveth for 

world bleeding from so many wounds, 
afflicted with sorrow, and suffering, and 

and wrong, and 
und us as in a 

rish."

st, a false, or a 
No Christian

oppression, and ignorance.
crime, w here sinners perish arm...........
great shipwreck, crying, “Help, we |k- 
Instead of having nothing to do, Leaguers, 
might we not wish to have a thousand heads 
to plan, and a thousand hearts to feel, and a 
thousand hands to w ork, the zeal of Paul, the 
wisdom of Solomon, and the years of 
Methuselah !
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1. the shbhhbhii s Search. Beautiful 
and lu-art-touching as this picture is, of the 
shepherd away among the luirren mountains 
searching minutely in every ravine and 
thicket, it wants a little explanation, says 
Maclarcn, in order to lie brought into cor
respondence with the fact which it expresses. 
For his search for his lost property is not in 
ignorance of where it is, and his finding of it 
is not his discovery of his sheep, hut the 
sheep’s discovery of the shepherd. We have 

wherein consists the loss liefore 
wherein consists the 

sscssion of man is not 
creation. There is
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that crowd inmany <• 

liven la Inning 
the Gentiles, 

ivcies of idoh 
ired and idle

hone in the world. They were 
to uc admitted to equal privileges 
Jews. They were to In- received 
fold of th-- Church which recognizes im dis
tinctions, hut which is as wide as God's 
mercy. Christ shows that the Jews, by 
their own w ilful and wicked procedure, for
feited the favor of God and were dismissed 
from the glorious honors and gracious re
wards of service. Building our hopes on 
any external religious advantage is 
“God is spirit, and they that worship him, 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." 
“ I'm a Methodist ": “ I'm a Baptist "; " I’m 
an E|iisco|ialian" all this is useless. Outward 
religious forms amount to nothing, unless 
there is personal faith in Christ and 
service in His name. The Jews, failing to 
serve, were diseharged. The Gentiles, 
hired hut w illing to work, were summoned 
and received. Here is the true test of the 
perpetuity of any institution. Serve and 
you live ; cease to serve and you die. 
Kpworth Leaguer, this applies to you. O, 
Kpworth League, thou youthful, mighty 
giant, in this is found your life or death '
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talking, some laughing, 

some sleeping, some playing, 
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world surely, where people, 

tlicir daily toil for bread, keen in 
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nave not one hour to s|uire for the tilings 
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ing peace. Busy and yet 
go to tin- counting-room, the crowded shop, 
the silent study, the public assembly, tin- 
festive hall, the applauding theatre, the 

irling ball room, and say, “ Why stand ye 
here idle all the day Ï” For a limn is idle 
unless he serves God in the activ 
life. God calls men from such busy trilling, 
from the life of laborious idleness to a service 
w hich is as pleasant as it is profitable, as 
graceful as it is dutiful, saying, “ Work 
while it is called to-day, seeing that the

lich spirit can own spirit, 
or heart can |mssess heart, and that is 
through the voluntary yielding and love of 

"iat, who, 
the voice

the one to the other. So Jesus Chri 
in all His seeking after us men, is 
and hand of Almighty love, doe

ities of his
s not count

that Hu has found a mail until the man has 
learned to love Him. For He loses us when 
we ate alienated from Him, when we cease 
to trust Him. The search, the

seeking 
love in J
closed hearts, looking for an i 
left the ninety and nine tha 
the high pastures of the mountains of God, 
and came down among us, out into the 
w ilderness, to seek and to 
was lost. And here, in our midst, that i 
seen Form is |Missing along and speaking to

en, is fur love, 
for oliedience. The shepherd's 
shown in the way by which the 

Christ moves round about our

night cometh when no man can work."
of the men hired at the eleventh
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hour affords no encouragement to pr 
filiation. They had not liven hired, they 
had not liven called till that late hour ; hut 
they instantly 
teaches prompti 
Hi- would lie a strange I 
age who could truthfully Bay, " I have never 
heard the Gospel message—I have not been
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ness, not
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in this ilay and save that which
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