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ACTIVITY NOT ENERGY.Chi ftainiori Pmbvurlae RELIGIOUS STATISTICS.

There are aome men whose failure 
to aucceed in life Is a problem to 
others, as well as to theimaclves. They 
are industrious, prudent and economi­
cal; yet, after a long life nf striving, 
old age finds them sill 
complain of 111 luck.

IS PUSLISHSC 4T "Religious statistics 
abused." Scientific 
leavened all departments of thought. 
The age Is one which delights In de­
finitely tabulated laws, which esch#Ws 
all conclusions ns to principles, 
those which con be based 
Instances in point. Hut the old adage 
that "figures cannot lie" Is but th- 
expression of a half truth at best. If 
Indeed there be any special truth in 
the saying whatsoever; for statistics, 
even when authentic, depend for their 
significance so largely on grouping, on 
the clear apprehension of all modify­
ing circumstances of time and place, 
that they are often used quite as for­
cible In the cause of error as of truth.

Moreover, we cannot overestimate 
the harm which may accrue to the 
Church when the thought of her mem­
bers is habitually directed to the ac­
complishing of a large and 
success in the way of numbers. The 
moral aspect of thei Gospel is thus ob­
scured,—truth would seem to be ac­
credited by numerical majorities, 
which i* counter not only to biblical 
teaching but to reason. In the more 
specialized work of the Church, it 
thus comes that the parish is "rufi" 
simply on business principles, and its 
work estimated by business standards. 
And many a minister Is condemned as 
a failure from lack of popularity, when 
according to the same argument, the 
work of the majority of the saints, 
aye of the Master Himself, must be 
adjudged as anything but a success.

It becomes every Christian who 
would keep himsedf pure and true to 
the Gospel, to guard carefully against 
any such intrusion of alien and world­
ly elements, both in estimating "his 
own work and his brother's. Holiness 
cannot be expressed in figures; the
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They say that 
fate is always against them. Hut the 
fact s that they miscarry, because 
they have mistaken mere activity for 
energy. Confounding two things 
sentially different, they have supposed 
that, if they were always busy, they 
would be certain to be advancing their 
fortunes.
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a waste of powder.
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r peper I» to be 
as new addreee. So in the great game of life, what a 

man does must be made to count, or 
might almost as well have beeui left 
undone. evident

Everybody knows sump one 
in his circle of friends who, though al­
ways active, has this want of energy.
The distemper, if we may call It such, 
exhibits Itself in various In
»ime cases the man lias merely

Ottawa, Wednesday, Jan. 1», 1010 eeutlve capacity, when he should have
a directive one. In other words ho 
makes a capital clerk of himself when 
he ought to do the thinking of the 
business. In other '•ascs what is done

The "insolence of the liquor traffic" 
is matter for constant surprise. While 
demanding protection from the law, It 
is perpetually evading and breaking 
the law. It bands Itself together to 
dispute the execution and constitution­
ality of offensive legislation, and shirks 
Its share of the burdens which fall 
o 'gitlmat-- traffic. No evidence 
cc .vines Its agents of the social evils 
of which It Is the parent, or raise 
them to the comprehension of what 
society would be if the traffic 
stamped out. It Is manifest that so­
ciety endures more from the liquor 
domination than from any other tyr-

1s not done eithev at the right time or 
in the right way. Energy, correctly 
understood, is activity proportioned to 
the end.

A HINT FOR THE CARETAKER.
We commend the following recipe, 

taken from an exchange, to the ear­
nest attention of all who have any­
thing to do with heating and airing of 
churches;

The present la Just the time of the 
year for propogatlng pneumonia. The 
best way to do this Is to keep the 
church temperature down to 65 and 60 
degrees, keeping the church closed all 
the week so as to secure dampness. 
Avoid building any fire in the church 
furnaces or stoves, and so save trouble 
hi making fires, removing ashes, etc.; 
besides, fires always add to the dust 
supply. Then let the members walk 
to church with heavy coats and wraps 
on. and warmed by the walking, take 
them off on entering the church. An 
attack of pneumonia will thus be In­
vited. and In many Instances the Invi­
tation will be accepted, and the disease 
will take up a residence in the believ­
er’s body. If the invalid’s constitution 
is not an Iron-clad one, the probability 
is that disease will make Its way and 
death ensue. Then if the sexton is an 
undertaker, as so many are, he will be 
well rewarded for his painstaking 
in having adopted conditions calculat­
ed to secure a visit from pneumonia. 
This method instituted In the church, 
and In that peculiarly ordered home 
where early fires are avoided as much 
as the smallpox, has resulted In 
ature funerals and the sending of 
saints into glory before their life work 
was fairly begun.

Another speedy way for accomplish­
ing the same object Is to heat the 
church up until the thermometer, If 
there is one, marks about ninety; then 
have a large number of the people 
cool off suddenly as they drive home, 
and this condition of things Is usually 
followed by the serious illness of not

risen life with Christ is not always 
evidenced in statistics. In general, 
quality cannot be converted Into terms 
of quantity, and the Church’s mis­
sion I» to work a qualitative change In 
the world through the power of the 
Christ.

Fifty years ago the Congregational 
Union of South Africa was formed. Its 
Jubilee anniversary was celebrated at 
Johannesburg last October. The heroes 
of its early years were duly honored. 
The names of some of them, such as 
Robert Moffat, David Livingstone and 
Van der Kemp, are known throughout 
the Christian world.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCHES.
Dr. Somerville, Treasurer of the 

Church, sends us the following:
The attention of ministers and con­

gregations is called to the comparative 
statement of receipts for the schemes 
of the Church to December 31st, 1909. 
As will be seen the amount of u 
portioned money received Is 
ably larger than the amount reported 
last year; but the expenditure In Ho 
and Foreign Missions to December 31st 
is largely In excess of last year. The 
debt of the Home Mission Fu

The son >f Rev. 
J. S. Moffat spoke earnestly In behalf 
of the native and colored people. One 
of the latter, Dr. Rubusana, a phy­
sician, said that his people acknowled­
ged the superiority of the white 
They did not clamor for social equal­
ity, but did ask for fair play and the 
open door of opportunity.

conslder-
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ind was
$14,500.00, and that of the Foreign Mis­
sion Fund was $34,000.00 greater than 
at December 31»t last yei 
ers are requested to f 
Mission Fund allocated to the several 
schemes as soon as possible after the

EC. 31. 
1908. 1909.

ar. Treasur- 
orward theirThe sudden death of Mrs. D. M. 

Gordon has cast a deep shadow 
Queen's University and throughout 
the city.
universally beloved, and throughout 
this community she was held In high 
esteem by all who knew her. As has 
been well said, Mrs. Gordon’s great 
Influence lay In her beauty of charac­
ter, so altogether unostentatious, so 
beautifully unselfish and loving, which 
seemed to bespeak a spirit of total 
sacrifice to a cause which formed, as 
It were, a part of her very being. 
Principal Gordon and other members 
of the family have the heartfelt sym­
pathy of friends In all parts of the 
country In their bereavement.
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