
perfect health. There wan no traee of thyroi.l enltrgement. and ihe told

III. tiie reliiiw InHteil only a fi-w numthn, and that with re«t all the ner-

vnuK Hyniptoiii!. di««np(tear.-d. Tlicw lemivirary relapM>H are not un.otii-

iron. but they gradually, bfcoine le«8 severe and finally di*ai)pear

rUoftether.

'I'lif (Hsi-s itf.rr.(l to. ill whicli operation had been performoil, and in

wliiih the risk i* lonMderable, are tlione whiih have always l*en first

iiiidtr tlu- tare of a pliy-'iiian ami have undfrg.ine prolon;,'ed i.iedical

iifiitimiit, t«s.'s in which no one has any doubt as to the severity of (he

disease, and many of these patients are totally iiuapaeitated fnmi per-

f. rni iiR any work at all. These rases are the ones whieli jjive the sur-

geon jrriive riinse for worry. In all sneli rases I '>:p oj>erated on (in the

nei}:iilH)iirlM>.Ml of .lO), whieh recovered from ll |)eration, a cure or

^'rent improvement resulted. In two eases in which relaps.- (xeurred. a

Mcond operation was performed with complete relief to the patient.

Several rehips»Ml and pot w.-ll without ojieration. Othera have after a

year or more completely ret'overed and some have married and still

reir.ained well. Some of these eases bave been operated on aa many

a.' \:> years a<;o. In no ea-s,- have I seen any tetany, notwithstanding

that in early cases the parathyroids have betn quite disregarded. In some

eisei» tlie parathyroids have lieen found iml)edded in the gland or

rt moved with one-half, and yet no ill results followed. I may perhaps

have been fortunate, but such is the ca<« that in the removal, partial or

complete, of over 200 goitres. 1 have never seen tetany, and in only one

cfise. and that one of carcinoma, have 1 seen myxfedema. In his opara-

tion for exophthalmic goitre, Kocher's latest statistics are : o:, per cent,

c' (.Iterative recoveries, with cure in 7.' per cent., and improvement in

the remaining 20 per cent.

Statistics as to the results of operation are very misleading, especially

ic firaves' disease, for there is a form of aecpiired or pseudo-ti raves' flis-

ei.se, whieh Kmlier calls Struma (Iravesiana folloides. where operatio:-

i; (liiite safe, and tluse . .ises are often included in the brilliant results

of the operative pncedure tor the cure of exophthalmic goitre. In this

form the goitre has existed long before tli- nervous symptoms have

d( velojK'd Tin fact, the symptoms of G.aves' disease are, so to speak,

grafted on the common form of colloid goitre. The symptoms are less

severe than true Graves' direase. exophthalmos is often wanting, there is

Irss dilatation of tlu heart, and altogether the disease is of a milder tvpe.

In such cases operation causes but little anxiety. I have operated on

many such and always with resulting cure. I have no doubt, aa the

trchnique of operation for exophthalmic goitre becomes more perfected


