
REV. G. R. WEIX7H:
L«aiM and Oentlemen: W« «re

pleaaed to find the audience tonight
Includes bo many ludlea. If the ladies
are to have the >anchlse In the near
future they do il to berome Inter-
ested in public i . Possibly If they
had the vote this meetlnir would not
have been necessary. This large and
representative satherlnK manifests
vreat Interest in the matter of the
"Crisis In U. C." pamphlet. The Minis-
terial Union of the Lower Mainland
has been adversely criticized for
IssuinK this pamphlet. But we mnke
no apoloKy for assuming the moral
leadership In this crisis. The ministers
are the one great unpartisan body
best ntted to take up without preju-
dice such questions as have arisen In
this province and that aftect Its moral
welfare. It Is because of this moral
aspect of the question that the minis-
ters are behind It. If we do not take
the lead, who will? Our motives can-
not be called into question. We have
no axe to grind. We have nothing to
gain by our action. None of us are
looking for the plums of office. We
are not In pocket but out of pocket,
by this movement. Some of those who
have been disconcerted by the ex-
posures of "The Crisis" pamphlet have
said to the ministers: "Go on with
your knitting and let us alone." That
Is the same cry that was raised by the
unclean spirit when the World's
Greatest Reformer was exorcising h.m
from the devil-cursed man. "Let us
alone; what have we to do with
thee?" And the same cry has been
echoed by those who have been doing
the bad wcrk ever since. But the
mlnlsteit, dun't propose to stop until
the unclean spirit is exorcised from
the body politic. If anyone thinks that
only a few of the ministers are in
sympathy with the action of the
Union such a one has only to look at
the large number of members on the
platform to be convinced to the con-
trary. Many others would be present
did not other duties prevent.
The Ministerial Union of the Lower

Mainland has asked three gentlemen
to represent it tonight. I now call on
the first of these to address you—the
Rev. Dr. John Mackay, principal of
Westminster Hall.

KEV. DR. MACKAY:
Ladles and gentlemen: At such a

time as this when the whole Empire-
is engaged in a Ilfe-and-death strug-
gle and all our hearts are heavy with
anxiety for those who have gone to
the front or sorrow for those who
will never return, it is not a pleasant
tafjt to have to take part in a matter

very nature is more

or IMS contentious. But I am con-
vinced that we at home have a duty
quite as sacred as theirs who have
gone to the front, to see to It 'that
the land In which we live shall be
worthy in life and Institutions of the
terrible price that is being paid for
It. (Hear, hear!) Personally I would
much prefer to remain silent tonight,
but since 1 have been urged by my
brethren to speak for them, I should
feel myself a coward to let Mr. Cooke
and the other live men who signed
"The Crluls" bear the brunt of the
criticism which it bus brought out.
(Applause.)

It li not enough to try to show that
Mr. Cooke Is a Liberal. Whntc.>ver
he Is, ho and hia five companions
wore chosen to represent the whole
Union and the Union Is ready and
willing to shoulder the full responsi-
bility for their words and acts In this
matter. So. too. .Mr. Cooke, .Mr. Still-
man and myself appear before you
tonight as the duly accredited repre-
sentatives of about sixty of the min-
isters of the Lower .Mainland and
what we say is said on their behalf,
not as a pergonal matter in any sense
of the term.

Since "The C.-lsls" appeared persist-
ent attempts have been made fiom
various directions to show that It was
Imposed by some sleight of hand on
the part of .Mr. Cotsworth upon the
simple and guileless Ministerial Un-
ion and second that there Is no such
thing as the .Ministerial Union, or at
best It Is a conspiracy of a few men.
n.auKhter.

)

Tills Is not a 4|uestlon of fiarty
politics. It Is a question of • I

very life of the province,
have rpaclied a crisis whon^
best mon are ncoiled anil no
Conservative or Liberal, shoul
ele<-te<l. If an elettbm must iv
first, who will not pledge hlm.<u-ll
to the riilU>st and falrcnt Investi-
gation and whose past record has
not shown him CH|Hible and strong
and. alH)ve all, unshakably honest.

mmi

The govrnmont orpan in (his citv
said after the Orpheum mcetinR,
"Mr. Rowsers statement is com-
mended to the attention of all who
have read 'The Cri.siH' pamphlet and
are anxious to know the truth of the-
matter and especially to the mem-
bers of the Ministerial Union In
whose name but without whose
knowledge and approval the pamph-
let WoS< issued." (Laughter.) Again re-
ferring to a meeting of the Union II

makes the extraordinary suggestion,
"We wish to send a representative to


