
TIIK FAMILY COMPACT
posed of the legislative body, and eonsisting only of 
the deputy superintendent-general of the Indian 
department, the receiver-general and the inspector- 
general, the chief-justice, the speaker of the legisla­
tive council, and the honourable and reverend chap­
lain of that House.” The essence of the financial sit­
uation appears in the famous Seventh Report of the 
Committee on Grievances' drawn up in 1835. “Such 
is the patronage of the colonial office,” it declares, 
“that the granting or withholding of supplies is of 
no political importance, unless as an indication of 
the opinion of the country concerning the character 
of the government.”

It has become customary to apply to the pri­
vileged class who thus engrossed political power and 
office in the colony of Upper Canada, the term 
Family Compact. The designation itself appears to 
be, in strictness, a misnomer, for there existed among 
the ruling class no further family relationship than 
what might naturally be expected in a community 
whose seat of government contained, even in 1830, 
only two thousand eight hundred and sixty persons. 
But it is undoubted that, from 1815 onwards, the 
members of the administration with their friends and 
adherents formed a distinct political party united 
by ties of mutual interest and social cohesion, de-

1 The report was published in detail by M. Reynolds, King’s Printer, 
Toronto (183»), and contains an index and much valuable material. It 
must, of course, he remembered that the report is a document of a par­
tisan character, but the quotation in the text above may be accepted as 
representing the situation.
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