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Virginia Rock:
Our college has one special thrust 

toward what we call creativity. ’
Now, that can be interpreted in many ways. We do have 

a number of fine arts students in the college, but then so do 
the others. There can be a focus and a direction 
developing, but not in subject matter. I conceive of 
mathematics and science students as being creative as 
well. Whatever form of character we develop will grow 
out of the environment that we provide, the fellows who 
lend a certain kind of enthusiasm to the college 

EXCALIBUR: Have you noticed any prejudice against

• • •

'* an edUed transcr‘Pt interview 
with College E master Virginia Rock. Miss Rock has 
been teaching at York for five years. She is the first 
woman to be appointed head of a college at York.

course called American Thought and Language It was 
general education, first year 8

Michigan State has a three-quarter system, so one saw 
°ne S jl^.entS *or ak°ut 10 weeks, and then thev disan- 
peared The human contact was very limited Thé course 
had an enrollment of 7,000 students with a full faculty of 60 
people, and a final examination - machine gradéd
AmotCAURL,.lt Do you have any views on the impact of 

0n lhC Canadian way of life?
"lia» ROCK: Yes.

By MIKE SAVAGE
Excalibur Staff

y°u feel that you should have a 
teengerec'ted*tUdentS before the Physical structure has

MISS ROCK: That wouldn’t have been my choice, but 
having no alternative I can see that there may be some 
advantages to not having a physical building 
J ?,r °ne ‘blng; if ever a college is going to develop a 
spirit It will be developed under these adverse cir
cumstances. I think It is happening in College E. I’ve 
sh,V,L'ri«etin dapressed if 've gone to a meeting with 
tluin Th Ve been vTy mUcb checred UP They’re fan- 
m»»i Jh ! ‘5 a *Tfal sP,rlt there. At our first general meeting we had well over a hundred students, and we had
arn =n° ment ? 400 That s a fantastic turnout when they 
think iV°mmUtea students, no resident students at all I 
veryeastly 30 advantage’ but il can turn the other way 

EXCALIBUR: What

EXCALIBUR:
you as a female college master?

MISS ROCK: 1 feel I’ve had a very good life. I haven't 
sensed any prejudice against me. It may have been 
covert. I may be getting a much less salary, or mav have
!han7manw,mldd mUCh ^ m°ney for ,he Wlrk ' did

I’ve never 
discrimination against

noway “i^e'iT ^ ^ ^ Theres really 

kXCAUBIR: Could you elaborate?
MISS ROCK: It's not an easy question to deal with In 

he appearance of Canadian cities I see too manv of the 
terrible things of American cities being imitated and just 
carried over without any thought at all I'm thinking V 
example, of Toronto with these tremendous numbers of 
high-rises just going up all over the place. It's verv 
depressing I would say Toronto has more parks than a

!aperson 10 a Person, is going to have a harder time o? 
more 7k8 À" 3 Clly whlch ls going '» look very much 
bnues ^ mCa" cities' if this is the trend that con-

experienced at York any sense of
some women who would not feel this way, 'but*'they're ^ 
in my department. I think the very fact that I was an 
pointed is an indication that York is not drawing a line 
rhis is a very open community. I'm quite optimistic but 

modifications of my opinions every day.'
MISSHOCkRi What doyou do in your spare time’’
MISS ROCK: I enjoy hiking I sew, and I’m hoping to get

ZTÎ made. °r my house which I've rented recently I 
Ike listening to music, and I like to cook. I like talking
bme5ü?h V Wutf1f blt’ but thal t-kes a lot of energy and
very heavy^Td^this year loo'* *** "°W ^ leaChlng a

not
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space we had offered to us before was the section which is 
now occupied by the YSF. We need much more office 
space. If you ve been in those YSF offices, you know 
they re sort of like a rabbit warren. They’re very 
inadequate, and there would be no privacy if a student 
wanted to talk to me or anything of this sort, because the 
walls are just paper-thin.

As it turned out we started off with the idea that we 
tou d get along with four offices, and now we have 11 It
stüdem! t6 t°hefrh SP3C6 W<?'Ve given °"e

EXCALIBUR: 
MISS ROCK:

What particular subject do you teach? 
My strongest interest is in what I call

sstrsi sïïvsr asm;
university of Minnesota in American Studies

,„rI?,CALInUR: Do you think American business in
terests really control Canadian businesses9

MISS ROCK: This is not my field of expertise but I
fnHhtc1, a"1 What ,ve read 'hat't seems verv difficult 
for the Canadian economy to operate independently of the 
American economy. I'm only going by a few of the' things 
The mn J ? f°m read‘ng the Melville Watkins Report

One of the things that depresses me is that there doesn't 
seor[' lo be any real way out. given the situation now I
s7vU Cw,7 10 fl Canada jusl be ilself and stand up and 
say we are what we are, and go hang vourself " ln order 
lor any society to function there has to be

EviEBsiEEF?™
You have to take into account that there isn't the 

wherewithal to operate in the Canadian economy, if you 
start to compare it with the economy of the United States 
thehplâcèremend°US Weallh and len'acles going

over tonewspaper.
We have a number of associate fellows who are teaching 

jus one course, and when they come to the campus they

$2f500tAUIU R: The Students have a budget of about

EXCALIBUR: Are you a Canadian citizen?
MISS ROCK: No I'm not I came from Michigan 

Michigan very happily, I was terribly depressed by the 
educational experience I was having at Michigan State 
University. 1 happened to be in a situation which seemed 
to me to personify everything that I think is horrible about 
American education That's why I’m so happy a. York

EXCALIBUR: Do you feel there's 
freedom up here in Canada?

I left

«Eps
studentsR°CK: Th3' WaS because we ‘bought we had 350 

EXCALIBUR: Is the budget satisfactory9 
MISS ROCK: The budget is still a little bit short, but it is 
FXCXtym|dpaSnC35 “ uPpeared 10 beat ‘bo beginning, 

the coliege tu.orial°s?yOU ^ en°Ugh fe"°WS '» conduct

MISS ROCK: We have enough fellows, but we don’t 
have enough people in the sense of academic fellows to 
akevcare of all the advising that comes at the beginning of
h yhanô°HS hdentS Who are enro|bng in their courses.

1 changed the conception of fellow for the college 
because I felt we want this college to be a community and 
not simply an academic institution. Therefore I have 
invited people who are out in the communilv. who have 
nothing whatever to do with York 
associate fellows.
come h,anVmel|0WS ^ giving "‘Ur ses but who
come to meetings, and by their presence contribute 
some hmg to the coUege - like Robert Fulford.

I' M ALIBI It: Do you have the physical space in which 
to conduct these tutorials9

more academic

MISS ROCK: Yes. I don't know whether
'? lhe Way 10 Pu‘ “ There is a greater op

portunity lor me, at any rate, to realize what I think is 
inherent in education — the values of teaching and

an economicacademic

all over

»
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University, to be

t
MISS ROCK: We were given one room for every dav of
=83’=-:-s,7r7-“Sfdm

hml haS ° have an auditorium which can show films I 
th nk we re managing alright with space
sortt7ou,a,her C°mpliCalCd al ,irsl' bu‘ I 'hink it's getting

coi™u2 in 'th'fEfuture9art'CUlar °rienlali°n lhis 

MISS ROCK
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I' V to keep a proportion between commuter and resident 
students, so that there is roughly one-quarter resident and 
hree-quarters commuter. They try to keep a proportion 

*n!oa mer and women. Apart from that it’s a com- S 
plelely random choice. The only way a college will ».
develop a kind of character is in the students who^hoose |
direction C ‘hey See us going 1,1 a certain

„ *'fould say ouur college has one special thrust, but not 
academjc. The thrust is toward what we call creativity.
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