oman raped on
emorial campus

ST. JOHN’'S (CUP) — Univer-
sity and police officials at Mem-
orial are playing down an assault
of a female student on campus.
Student housing director Brian
Johnston said the woman walked
across campus alone. “I under-
stand (the student who was
assaulted) didn't take some of the
prcautions she should have.”
Peggy Keats of the St. John's
Rape Crisis Centre said women
can’t prevent assaults by not
walking alone. “They have every
right to do so,” she said. “It’s dis-

gusting (that people think)
women must try and prevent
assaults.”

...n0 reason
to believe
that there
was a rape

A police official said they had
“no reason to believe at this time
that there was a rape,’’ but added
the incident might be classified as
a sexual assault, because the
Criminal Code classifies many
types of assault as “‘sexual.”

The incident took place after
midnight Feb. 25 in the stairwell
of a pedestrian overpass, linking
the north and south sides of
campus.

Johnston said the stairwell is
well lit and used frequently. “I
would have thought it was one of
the safe places on campus.”

Keats said it was good that the
area was lit, but it’s irrelevant.
“Not a lot of women report
attacks at universities because of
the peer pressure and close prox-
imity to strangers.’

Johnston said he does not
think there is a problem with
dangerous areas on campus and
his office has improved areas that
seem especially risky.

“We will investigateagain,’” he
said, “but we feel we have done
what 1is reasonable. We've
installed new lights in areas that
were dark. I'm generally
satisfied.”

Johnston said he has received
no other reports of similar inci-
dents this year although he added
they have probably happened in
the past. “We have very few prob-
lems given the size of the
campus.”’

Keats said she “‘can think of at
least one (Memorial) student who
has contacted the centre in the
past three months.”’

Johnston emphasized aware-
ness as a means of preventing
further problems.

He said his office arranges for
the local police to run its “Lady
Beware”” program in the residen-

Men...
don’t have
the right
to rape

ces every fall. The program is
designed to inform women about
how to protect themselves against
assault and other crimes.

As a response to the recent
assault, Johnston said, his office
held another session of the pro-
gram last night.

Keats said it is not only women
that should take part in these pro-
grams. “Men have to educate
themselves that they don't have
the right to rape.”

“More women are beaten and
raped in their own homes, the
supposedly safest place they
could be, or by someone they
know, not by some stranger pop-
ping out of a bush,” Keats said.

Applications are invited

from students of every discipline

for the position of

ASSISTANT
OMBUD

(An honorarium will

PREFERENCE WILL BE GIVEN TO APPLICANTS WHO WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO SERVE AS OMBUD IN SECOND YEAR

IF ASKED TO DO SO.
Submit applications and a resume to:

Student Services, Room 410-12, S.U.B., Dalhousie University
APPLICATIONS CLOSE: NOON, MARCH 22, 1990

Thursday March 15
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