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$ for “racial betterment” = racism

by Tu Thanh Ha & Cathy Majtenyi

nu(ir;mgvr and controversy generated by Western psvchology
professor J. Phillipe Rushton's racial theories, the funding

he receives from a conservative American group has gone

largely unnoticed.

Burt for at least four vears, some of Rushton’s work has been funded
by the Pioneer Fund, a nght-wing foundarion which finances studies

on “racial betterment”.

Rushton’s views first came to
public attention on Jan. 191n San
Francisco at the annual conven-
tion of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Presenting a 13-page paper
titled “'Evolutionary Biology and
Heritable Trairs,” Rushton told
100 delegates at a session of the
conference that “"Mongoloids”
having evolved later than “Cau-
casoids’’ and “Negroids” have
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larger brains and scored higher in
intelligence tests.

Among the scientists cited in
Rushion’s paper, at least one —
Christopher Singer, a paleontol-
ogist at the British Museum —
that Rushron has
misunderstood his findings. Of
the 21 other works mentioned in
the paper, half were written o
co-written by Rushton.

According to Ross Bellant, a
Detroit author who has written
about right-wing groups in
America, grants from Pioneer are
usually handed 1o a small
number of recipients. In 1982,
eight grants were given. In 1984
there were 18 grants.

“The money goes 1o people
who are at least connected to uni-
versities — whether it is legiti-
mate university research is
another question,” said Bellant.

Associating the projects i
finances with a univeristy profes-
sor is a way for Pioneer to gain
credibility, he said.

Bellant said he believed Rush-
ton was the only Canadian
researcher financed by Pioneer,
but added more recent records
that the fund is required to file
with the U.S. Internal Revenue
Service have not been made avail-
able vet.

Rushton declined to reveal the
exact amount heis receiving from
the Pioneer fund, saying only
that he has been funded for
“about four to five years.”

“I'm very proud to be’ asso-
ciated with the kind of people
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they fund,” says Rushton. ""I'hey
don’t put restrictions on my
research. The Pioneer Fund does
not have a polinal agenda.”
Anther reference in Rushton’s
controversial paper menfions a
study by A.R. Jensen. Both
Arthur R. Jensen and Rushton
have received funding from the

Pioneer Fund.

A tax-exempt
incorporated in New York. the
Pioneer Fund 1is financed
through an endownment started
in 1937 by Wycliffe Draper, a rec-
lusive Massachusetts textile
manufacturer who died in 1972

In its incorporation certifi-
cates. Pioneer states that it funds
research in to ‘‘racial better-
ment’’. says David Vise, a
Washington Post business repor-
ter who has reviewed the fund’s
records.

Records from the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service show that
between 1982 and 1983, Pioneer
gave nearly $700,000 for research
in eugenics and dysgenics, Vise

foundation

says.

Eugenics 1is the discipline
which tries to improve human
genetic 1raifs. Dysgenics is the
study of the deterioration  of
hereditary characteristics over
time.

In 1984, the Pioneer Fund had
nearly $5 million (U.S.) in assers,
and gave research grants worth
up to $95,000 (U.S.) according 1o
the N.Y. Foundation Directory,
which lists major U.S.
foundations.

Since the 1960s, the Pioneer
Fund has given money to contro-
versial researchers, such as Wil-
liam Shockely, Roger Pearson
and Jensen, who have been critic-
ized for linking intelligence to
heredity. None of the three 1s a
geneticist. Neither is Rushton.

A Nobel prize-winning profes-
sor at Stanford Univeristy — for
the development of the Iransistors

— Shockley has long claimed
Blacks 1o be genetically less intel-
ligent, a condition which, he says
cannot be solved by providing
better schools jobs or
conditions.

In 1977, Shockley 1old a New
York Times reporter that he
believed “that a major cause of

living

American Negroes' intellectual
and social deficits is hereditary
and racially genetic in origin.”
Pearson has written many pro-
apartheid, pro-segregation arti-

cles. A former dean at Monrana
College ol Mineral Science and
Technology, he is the author of
titles such as “Eugenics and
Race' and “Early Civ ilizations of
the Nordic Race.”

Jensen is a University of Cali-
fornia psychologist who came to
national artention in the U.S. in
1960 when he published anart icle
and because of that has recieved
extensive funding from Pioneer
ever since, says Barry Mehler, a
history professor at Ferris Univer-
sity, Michigan.

‘l']l‘lh{'ll is at the forefront of
this movement,”’ says Mehler,
who has written a PhD thesis on
racism in academia. “‘He isriding
on the tidal wave of eugenics.”

While Porter mostly finances

studies in genetics, it has on at
least one occasion given money 1o
a Northern Iowa University pro-
fessor to prepare anii-busing and

anti-school integration seminars
in Boston and in Lousiville,
Kentucky.

Until ar least 1985, the fund’s
president was Harry Weyher, a
67-vear-old lawyer who repres-
ented Wycliffe Draper in rthe
19508 and 1060s. Wevher is a
partner in the New York law firm
of Olwine, Connelly, Chase,

O'Donnel & Wevher.

Pioneer's listed address and
phone nubmer are the same as the
law firm's offices. Wevher was

not available for comment when

contacted at his Manhattan office

and did not
]”('\'\d“l‘\,,

return  phone

John Trevor, the fund’s ireas-
urer, 1s a founder of the American
Coalition of Patriotic Societies, a
conservative lobby group. Testi-
fying in 1965 against adopting
more liberal immigration laws in
the U.S., Trevor said he feared
such policies would create “'a ser-
ies culrure decline”.

Thomas Ellis, a former Pioneer
director, was a political strategist
for senator Jesse Helms, a famous
conservative Republican  from
North Carolina.

In 1983, Ellis resigned from a
U.S. federal broadcasting board
when it was revealed he opposed
school integration, stating that
the real goal of desegregation was
“racial intermarriage and the dis-
appearance of the Negro race by
fusing into the white.”

In 1976, while working for
Ronald Reagan's presidential
campaign in the North Carolina
primaries, Ellis tried to discredit
Gerald Ford by claiming that
Ford would select a Black run-
ning ‘mate if nominated as the
Republican presidential
candidare.
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Notice To All Potential
Graduating Students

Nominations are now being accepted for
Valedictorian of the Class of 1989. Each
represented by one
Valedictorian to be chosen by a non-partisan
committee. If you would like to nominate

off that person’s name, faculty and phone
number on a piece of paper to:

Grad Class President ‘89
c/o Dalhousie Student Union.

Application forms for the above mentioned
can be picked up in the Council offices of the SUB

yourself), simply drop

Computers

ATLANTIC CANADA'S LEADING PRODUCER OF IBM COMPATIBLES

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FREE PARKING
1137 Cole Harbour Road, Dartmouth

FAX: 434-5851 462-1212

10 MHz TURBO XT System

it $1599.

o 20 Mb Hard Disk Drive

O 360 Kb 5%" Floppy Drive &
Controller

O 640 Kb of RAM

O Monographic Video Card

O Tilt & Swivel Monitor

0 Enhanced AT-Style Keyboard

O MS-DOS 4.0 and GW Basic

o GM - 6+ Mouse

O 1 Year Parts and Labour

Panasonic
A

The Perfectionsts ()

Il

KX-P1124

24-Pin
Dot Matrix Printer

Call For Pricing

12 MHz TURBO AT SystemJ

b $2449.

O 40 Mb Hard Disk Drive

o 12 Mb Floppy Drive &
Controller

D 640 Kb of RAM

o Monographic Video Card

O Tilt & Swivel Monitor

D Enhanced AT-Style Keyboard

O MS-DOS 4.0 and GW Basic

o GM - 6000 Mouse

O 1 Year Parts & Labour

All systems completely CSA approved with full one year parts and labour warranty and local service.
Hours: Open Mon.-Wed., 10-6; Thurs.-Fri., 10-9; Sat. 10-6

Dalhousie Rep: Don Clancy 423-4768

AT/XT is a registered trademark of IBM

Thursday March 16 1989

Dalhousie Gazette

Page 11




