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"Histi>ry Is bunk"

Thus Wise sayln , flrst

many of wblch- retaîn a
highly dubious smell. On.
has only to consider the
Duke ofWellington's com-,
ment that the true history
of the. Napaleonic wars
wouid never 1* wrtten, or-
read William Lederer's
revelations of tbe crapola
swallowed by th e
Amenican public early in
the. Vietnam ibar jiï his
books A Nation of Sheep
and Our own Worst Enemy),, or ponder. the.
readiness wltf whi ch the public accepted H.L.
Mencken's blstory of the bathtub.as -gospel truth,
even aftèr he lpudiy arinounced -twice- that it was a
fraud; one needs only -to-neditate on these and
other historicai lessonsbefore one 4egins to wonder
how many other "facts',' are simply fabrications.

One of my pet theories, for in$ance, is thaf the
story of Christ was àctually invented by somne comic
genmus in a similar manner ta the "Bathtub hoax": as
a deadpa n satire on the numerous Jewlsh sects and
cuits -of' the Christian era, and that it was simpiy
adopted at face value and trans cribed by thé
humoriess and credulous folks who always comprise
tbe majority of manklnd.

In addition, ta questionable facts, there are the
théories, analyses and generalizations whicb
historians use ta tie thern together. Tiiese too contain
a large admixture of bunk, whether it be the.
Christian tbeory that bistory shows God rewarding
the faitiiful and puisiiing tbe sinful (wiich runs
aground on events like earthquakes), or the Marxist
theoity thitt tiiere is an économic or class cause for
everything {Which bumps into the curiosity of many
scientists, and the. urge to expression of many artists
bath of which defy economic considérations anti
soci expecttions, sometimes qtiite- draffiatically).

Which brings me in a rudbut way toa book
wbl.cb iecently came under mny'scrutlny: the Dlnner
Pfrt y - A Symbolof Our Herftge, by Judy Chicago.
ii.e book attempts to do a number- of tbings: to

present photographs of the "dinner plates dis-
played initii. renowned and controversial installa-
tion plece (the neediework is descrfbed in aseparate,
volume), to give a hlstory of how"The Diruier Party"
evolved and was constructed, but, most importantiy
tao eet a revised" historical vieW~ of womnen. As

jf ChZcao says:
1 had been personall strengtheneby dlsovering rny

rich heritage as a woman and. the enrmous amount ai
information that existed about women's contribution to
society. This information, howiever was totally ouide the
mainstream of historical thougAt and was certamny-
unknown te most people. And as Ion g as womcn s
achievements wre xc fuded from our understandinf of
the past, we would continue to (celas if we had neyer done
anything worthwhllc.

in tuis quote 1 detçct a kernel of truth; women
are ignored or de-emphasized in much, if not most
history. But.-mthinks the.ia'dy doth protest o
much. After ail are Virgiia Woolf and Queen
Elizabeth I rea(Iy outside the manstream of
historical tbought? Yet they are two of the 39
women honored with place 9settinfis In a project
aiminý tabring ta iigt"WonnWho Were Eaten
Alive. One coul a soarague with some of the M9
women listed on the "Heritage Floor" of "The
Dinner Party": Katharine Hepburn, Rebecca West,
Selma Lagelof, Doris Lessing Emma Goidman,
Rachel Carson, Margaret Meacf, Golda Meir, Jane
Austen, Forence Nightingale, Clara Barton, and
many more must b. quite familiar ta any halfway
intelligent persan.

lndeed, many of the wamen outshone the. men
in their lives. Whô rernembers an y of Elizabeth's
iovers? A few wiii remember Essex, b ut what of the
others? And who among; the multitudes that
recognize Marie Curie remember that she iiad a
husband who helped With her work?

Even a somewhat obscure figure like Mary
Wollstonecraft is probably better Icnown than her
husband; She wils mentioned In a Doonesbury stnip
some years back and is quit. well known among
feminîsts as one of the. giants. But who remembers
that her husband was -an influential libertanlan
political thinker? in Chicago's book he is only
mentioned In passing - he disowned their daughter
for marrying t he poet Percy Shelley. Whlch brings

Te= .o0f astronom .Cnew Hefchet la
IlIustmt . IHer mother wae opposed to her
educatIon, and wb.n asedIld begiri to cribute tÔ
astronomyu was as assistarist m fiebrother. Stib, in
the eneleven tbat pveat bastionfýmal chauvnlsm
the Royal socièty, recognlzed ber contributionu and
adrnitted ber as an honioray membé: -

.It seens to me, indeed t Chicago putsfar to>
mruch emphasis on ' gntioà; Herschel's con-
tributions to astronomy were the slgnîficant thing in
her ife, and the upotof inelligentfellow b maris
Ilike the Royal oét aouid only b. eardas
means to that end. fame ittelf 15 nat worih flghing-
for. Chicago should'be more like H.L. Menckten,
who even regarded the Nobel Prize as a cbeap
distinction, and ýprided hirmseif ion being the only
maojor Amrican *rîevdwthSutanhbonorafy dgmef m some two-bktuniversity..

SBut there'is a more serious defect lni Chicago's
book tban exaggeratlng he opression and low
profile of women. That defect is émale chauvinlsm,
and it. takes many forms. For example:

Ail arc heolo ical evidence indlcates ihigt these
(ancienrk)natrliaclreweealrlnehsra

and eacful Bu femte-rietedagrieultural societies
gradually-gave way to a male-domnaied p9litical state in
which pccupational speclallzation, 'comîerce,. social
stratification and militarism develp.

Garden1 of Eden myth, anyone? ýAnother
example:

Womien wredeveloping agriculture, .pîxtery, and
basket -maklng. From them emanated ail that sustained
tIfe, and early peoples began to fashion Imafes of these
rhaglcal creatures.

And yet ag*airu:
A~s long as' woMen had rulcd the <ancient) world, wars

had been rare.
Phrases 11ke "distckrtecl male«tbinking" crô,p up

with tiresome regularity. Ail of whlch prompts the
reply that these notions are as absurd as the male-
stsp!emacL ideas tbey mimic. _

.,Th fealesuperlority complex crisoe
Anto the biographies. To judge. from them; the
fàmous-wornen iiad scarvey a bternish, ltfrary
frauds lifte Gertrtude Stein were the equnls of

liiu es1k WilIa Cather; Carde Nation of the.
cons Christian Temperance Union wasn't t.aily

amanic çbsessive etc ,etc. In fc heuqaiipraise often rea s ie the. slmpiistic, eu ogistic
nonsense one readslin childrents storybooks. Rere
for example, is Chicago on Hlatthepsut, r-uler o
ancient Egypt:

Hlatshepî6te.miàhty ruler oûhe XViiidynasy, was
the daughter o/ a great warrior king., $'e continued her
father's poîleles of strengtheoing thé country's defense,
leading, mllftay expeditlons toiacHieve this end. She
initia*d mn" contrMton -projects. including the
building an rirbishgof temipies; she bafstered Egypt's
economfy throuoh ttade and achieved peace andprosperi-
ty durlngh e; ejn

YHaepsuts oin w-o rds revethe pride she fei nher
accomp 1shim.nts.- »"My command'stands firm ire the
Mountains and the sun's disk shins aitd sprads rays ovef
the titulary, ai my auoust peison, andi ni>' Iacon riscs high
above the klogly baniner unto alieýtem.ty."

If the person uttening these fast fines had been
an egotisticai maie ass like Trudeau it would b.
initerpoeted as insufferable 'arrogance, and any
sensible pens bating 'it would be rolingon the
f iocr In paroxyms 1f auhter at his coilosai conceit.
But because she is afemalechauvinistdealingwrth a
femnale, Chicago treats Hatshepsut's braggadocio
with tbe utmnost soiemnity.

For relief fram thus batoney we must gIo to Wiii
Cuppyhumonist'and impeccable histortan, wbo
descrmlesHatshepsutand hdr maie rival Tbutmose,
111 more completely and detachedly:

Par ofthe time Hbhebsucand Thudtise wouldbuild
ruined temples i in -7bebes but mostiy they stuck to
obehisks. Haeshpsut wouÎojput upwo obehisscovetedf

wi~ pitucs f gyptians VéIng ~th ways at once and

oterle 'gyhlc eli 0o go d h wa next
day Thtmosewuldrs u n ptu w utaller"bir, ell n o odh aadCiiwn nuntîl
neithar of the coltinéfanÎoe 7s

But of course CUPPY, unlîke Chicago, Is not
burdened witb any doctrinaire- theorres about
history.
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