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-8 week program beginningjanuary 15th

To Register: Cail STUDENT COUNSELLING
SERVICES, 432-5205, or drop in to Room 102
Athabasca Hall.

7DO YOU WANT?
-A Challenge

-Management/Leadership

-New Skills/Techniques
-Part-time Employment
-12 Weeks Guaranteed Summer Employment

CONSIDER

The Canadian Armed Forces Primary Reserve
Reserve Entry Scheme Officers in Engineering, Artillery,
Armoured and Infantry Classifications

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Northern Alberta Militia District HQ

Trelephone 456-2450 (Ext 432)

Warningý, The Solicito r-General has determined that
danger of incarceration increases with amount
smoked.

byTom Scboenewolf
of The Other Press
for Canadien tUniversity Press

There are 7,000 people
languishing in Canadian prisons
for simple possession of mari-
juana. They are victims caught in a
twilight zone between public
acceptance and the time it takes
for politicians to codify that
acceptance into law.

It is not a minor brutality.
More than 300,000 Canadians
have faced crimînal charges for
possession of cannabis in this
decade. More Canadian citizens
are arrested per capita for posses-
sion than in any other country in
the world.

Many federal politicians have
said they beieve a criminal record
for possession is needlessly harsh,
as have some judges. They
promise decriminalization, yet
delay. For those arrested in t'..
meantime, it is a travesty.

Ted Seifred is a Vancuuver
lawyer and, as a coordinator for
the National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws
(NORML), is fighting what he
feels are bizarre narcotics laws.

Seifred says it is an "absuirdity"
that 90 per oent of ail convictions
under the Narcotics Control Acts,
which includes possession of
heroin, morphine and LSD, are
for simple marijuana possession.

1' "You're turning people who
aren t criminals into criminals,"
he says. "The government and the
police say they're not really
hassling people over * this

anymore. That's bullshit."
Haîf of the 7,000 people in

jail for possession are serving
"rime in default", meaning they

have been arrested after having
forgotten to pay a fine.

"In the case of rime in
defaulr," Seifred says, "the judge
didn't really mean for them to go
to jail, but because they don't have
any money they wind up serving
rime for reefers. This is absolutely
bizarre."

NORML dlaims that
decriminalization will save money
because it says more than $400
million bas been spent in the ast
10 years in Canada to enforce
possession laws. The American
figure is $600 million annually.

Attempts to decriminalize
marijuana, an action endorsed by

~Q~~ouc~g..LUNCH TIME DINING at~~
_i -- Éw

*Every Friday 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. (beginning Jan. 9, 1981)
$5.50 Riverboat Buffet: choice of two entrees,

sa/ad bar,' dessert and beverage

$3.50 chowder, sa/ad bar, dessert and beverage
sWINE AND BEER AVAILABLE

011GI}ett.. relaxý and enjoy an attractive alternative
*The charming environment is also conducive to
luncheon meetings; reservations recommended 432-4411

HOUSING AND FOOD SERVICES* UNIVERS'ITY 0F ALBERTA

Thursday, January 8, 1981

the Le Dain Commission, the
Canadian Medical Association and
the Canadian Bar Associdtion,
have been met with only scattered
romises and bureaucratic delays
from federal Liberal

governiments.
SSeifred says decrîminaliza-

tion is being delayed because only
about 15 per cent of Canadians
smoke marijuana.

"On the one hand you'r e
*dealing with a lot of young eople
in Canada; you're talking a ut 2
to 3 million people. The govern-
ment agrees these people
shouldn't be going to jail, they
agree they shouldn't be getting
criminal records;, they say they're
not arguing with us. But what they
are saying in not so many words
is that until if's politically accep-
table to the majority of the people,
until they gain votes by passing
something, they're mot going to do

Pauline Jewett (NDP New
Westminster-Coquitlam) calîs the
Liberals' refusai to amend the
Criminal Code a "betrayal of what
they earlier said they would do."

"The Conservatives didn't

pu it on the agenda at a, let alone
high on the agenda," Jewett said.
"The Liberals have said they are
concerned yet despite al o f our

q uestioning in June and July they
didn' t seem to be placing a very

high priority on it at ail."
NDP Justice critic Svend

Robinson is even more
pessimistic. He says
decriminalization is "a long rime
coming".

Seifred says that "ever since
the Le Damn commission came out
in 1972 calling for decriminaliza-
tion, theyve been saying "We're
going to do something about it
really soon." But the fact remains
that they stili aren't doing
anything.

In 1923 cannibis was brought
under the federal opium and
narcotic act, which was changed to
the current Narcotic Control Act
in 1961. Indictment for simple
possession carried a maximum
sentence of seven years. The only
alternative to a sentence was
probation.

In 1969, possession was
broken into indictment and sumn-
mary conviction. lndictment was
still seven years, while summary
conviction was a $ 1,000 fine or
imprisoniment for six months, or
both, for a first offense.

Today, partly due to mari-
juana's increasing acceptance, a
person charged with possession
receives a fine between $100 and
$250. Yet, they stilI receive a
criminal record.

Another problem working
against decriminalization, says
Seifred, is the presence of fun-
damentalist religious and other
lobby groups.

"The mail after the Liberal's
comments on decriminalization
has been strongly against it,.Y he
says. "Most of the people who are
smoking reefers by and large are
not letter writers. We tell them to
write to their MPs, but people are
obviously extremely cynical about
that for a good reason."

Fears that decriminalization
will encourage the use of mari-
juana have been largely disproved
in the US, where il states have
decriminalized possession. A sur-
vey conducted in Oregon, which
decriminalized in 1972, indicates a
mere one per cent increase in
consumption.

Says Seifred, "From a cynical
point of view you can almost say
Canada is going to change its drug
laws after- the States does. When
the States acts federally, then we'Il
follow in their footsteps. But
unfortunately, not untîl then."
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