
leters
Rodeo fan
An article appeared in the

March 2Oth issue of -the
Gateway entitied "Cawboys
have balîs for Brains." An in-
feresting and cute caption one
rnust admit, but if must also be
noted that the wrîter was one of
strang convictions. especîally
sînce he remained ananymaus.

Workîng through thîs arti-
cle one cornes upon the allega-
fian that the Bar-Nane Dîspatch
talked in half-truths in their
article dispellîng the. rumor of
cruelty in Rodeo. Although if
may be admîtted that the
lîvestock and the cowboys do
not treat each ather as if they
are at the local neîghbarhood
tea. aur friendly crîtîcs com-
ments are far frorn the true
mark. lt was obviaus that ho
cornes fr orm an u rba n
background and has had lttle
experience wîth lîvestock at al.
lot alone wîth rodeo. Hetalks of
cowbays wîth foam rubber
pants. a blasphemous state-
ment îndeed. for if ho has ever
rîdden a, horse ho would soan
realize that one would quîckly
baose the affinify requîred
between your seat and the
saddle that is necossary ta
romain alaft. Foam would lead
ta inadequate balance and
contraI, resultîng in an ignoble
d ismau nt.

An interestîng point aur
frîendly critic dwelled upon was
the so-called abuse of stock
prads and flank straps.
Throughout a castration com-
plex is highly visible. Few
stallians, if any. are used as
rodeo stock so therefore ft
wauld be very dîffîcult indeed ta
apply "high voltage electrîcal
shock" ta the testes of the
animal.

As ta pushîng if up ifs
rectum, few cowbays have the
time or the patience ta quiet the
animal ta the point that ifs tait
can be deftly lifted and the vile
instrument carefully înserted.
As far as the flank strap being a
stricture ta the genîtal area any
basic animal anatomy course
will show that the testes are kept
between the hind legs and nat
under the belly. Inregards ta aur
friendly critîcs concern for barb
wire in ftho fîank strap. 'm sure
that if ho had done his
hornework and a liffle empîrical
research, ho would soan realize
such a statement is erraneauS.

The friendly writor discuss-
ed the tact of a "horses prîde"
boing destroyod in the name af
ufîîity. This is another blatant
example of aur urban dwellers
ignorance of the tapîc. If ho has
ever had the pleasureoaf turnîng
two stallions into the same pon,
yef alone many as is împlîod, ho
will have realîzed it s the nature
of the beast ta fîght oach othor.
resulfîng in dîsabîlity and
perhaps ovon death. As if is nat
practîcal due ta aur ecanamîc
growth ta lot horses run free
where they wish, therby stam-
pîng ouf their own dcrnains,
prohibitions,~on the geldîng of
harses would require a horse
raîser ta kîlI most of hîs maIe
colts. A questionable alternative
indeed, espocially for a horse
laver.

For the coup detat aur
anonyrnaus wrter told of the
sad tale where ropîng harses
and those used in steer wrestl-
îng contests were beîng fraîned
"by a beating process" ta insure
performance. May if be told thaf
as a waman can nover be beaten
into loving yau, nor can a horse
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In the light of some of the
sarcastic and perhaps even
caustic words that have gane
before. I wish aur crîtîcal friend
ta do a little more research.
spend a little more time and gîve
a little more thought ta the
topic. Upan that 'm sure he will
corne ta the conclusion same of
the world's greatest animal

aovers are cawbays.
Randeli Thiessen

Law Il

Life Boat
My extensive intelligence

service reports that certarn
classes in thîs unîversity have
been treated ta the "Life-boat
Theory" of world survîval as a
solution ta the ethical dîlemmas
posod ta us affluent westerners.
by the variaus world crises,
notably'the food crîsis. Sînce I
hate the Lfe-boat Theory; 1
would lîke ta use your pages ta
attack it.

As I understand it. the Lîfe-
boat Theory pictures the world
as a lfe-boat or raft, with a
limiteoifood-supplysufficientto
keep those on the raft alive long

who eats most. Who eats Most?
Us. Tough ethical decision: qet
off the raft yourself. Or at least
eat less. Who shauld get off the
raft? How about the guy who is
selling life-beits ta those
treading water. in exchange for
their chocolate bars? (i.e.. in-
dustrial cauntries who seil trac-
tors and fertilizer in exchange
for agricultural produce. at
escalating prices). If someone
gets pushed off the raft, he
seems like an appropriate can-
didate: Us.

"Triage" is sometimes
referred ta. the French custom
during W.W.1 of saving the
salvagable. and letting the really
bad cases die. This again is
motivated by a shortage (of
modîcal suppliod> in the
analogy. We are pictured as tho
valant medic.céarefully husban-
ding his scarce. lifo giving
drugs. Tough decisions must be
made. In fact, of course. tho
medic is an addict and using
haîf the drugs ta feed his habit,
It's as rîdiculous as wosterners
pîcturing themselves as Good
Samaritans. goîng out ta savo
the world. Everyone in the Thîrd
World knows who we are really:
we're the thieves who beat the

A-r LfAs-r 11'LI- TE TH'lE WONEN VOIIES.

enough ta reach land, but not
suffîcient ta feed their frîends
and relatives, who are naf on the
raft but in the water. Or if can be
$tated that the raft wîll only hoîd
s0 many people, and itwill sînk
if the others get an if.

If is then suggested that the
only reasonable thîng ta do is ta
allow thase unfortunates who
are not on the raft ta die, in
order ta save what lives can bo
saved. It s rnrelytho luckaf the
draw that we happen ta be on
the raft and they are in the
water. Su,ch is lîfe. A tough
decîsion. *Ethical, but value-
f ree.

Attermnpts ta be val1ue-f ree in
ethîcal decision-makîng always
faîl. Every decision reflects
sorne value. -Life-boat" stories
are used reguîarly in "values-
clarification" garnes ta uncaver
just what values people do
aperate on. In thîs values game,
the obviaus value at work is -I
<who arn lucky enough ta be
safe) arn mare important than
They (who are in danger)". A
very prevalont hurnan value:
Me Fîrst. In this case. Us Fîrst
(Us beîng affluent westerners).

Who should stay on the raft
and who should get kîcked off, if
food is as limitod as is
suggested? 1 should say. the guy

gîiy up in the f îrst place.
AIl analogies have

limitations. and encourage
bizarre camparisans. The fault
of the..above analogies is that
they are used as rationalîzatians
of the glaring inequalîties in the
modern world. If wo were nof
îrnplicated ta, help athors who
do nat profit as we do ftram the
world economy. we mîght use
those rationalîzations wîth
sorne justification. Untîl such
tirne. these analogies obscure
the real ethîcal choîces beforo
us. and encourage a do-nofhing
fatalisrn whîch results (I thînk)
not frorhl the inability ta acf, but
the fear of acting.

rWe are the fat guy uiiing up
haIt the raft and tippinq it an a
dangerous angle: let's go on a
diet'

Fletcher Itewart

The. Solution
I want ta propound a

rnethad af aîleviatîng the laarn-
ing energy shortage by rnaking
use of the byproduct from a
rnethod of bîrth contrai whîch is
becoming more and more pop-
ular and which is commrnnly

known as abortion. The said
byproduct is currently
destroyed by incîneration.
whîch requires fuel.'

If one examines the North
American aborfion trend, one
cames ta the conclusion that
the day will scion be when tho
complote throughput of the
proposed Arctic gas pipeline
will be requîred ta fîre the
incinerators of hospîtals. This
will be unnocessary becauso it
is possible ta use the saîd
byproduct itself as a fuel.

A very special furnace for
cremating large quantifies of
dead was învented durîng the
Second World War. These fur-
naces needed keraseno ta got
thom gaîng but once goîng
used the combustibles frarn the
bodies as fuel. The manufac-
turer of tho furnaces was ablo.
through a woalth- of operating
oxperience. ta perfect fhem and
was grantod patents for its
croativity. The furnaces are stîll
made taday but only as a
sîdolîne. Some wore sald ta tho
United States and are installed
n the Amerîcan conurbations.

Their task is tao ffîcîently dis-
pose of the vîctîms of a Russian
nuclear attack.

If theso Gothic cromatoria
are suîtably oquippod then tfiey
can be used ta generate elec-
tricify. They would be con-
tinuausly fed wîth the cancers
of the plague wvhîch has been
dîagnosed as unwanted
pregnancy. In thîs manner abor-
tian would became usefu in-
stead of beîng a wastrol.

But there's a slîght snag.
These partîcular furnacos were
desîgned for and refîned on
human dead anly. Accordîng ta
the law a human foetus has no
rights and sa is nof a human
being. Perhaps we should let
the furnace decîde for tself. If it
raises a goad head of steam. do
we turn a blind eye?

A.P. Kolînsky,
GS

Soapbox

I read the 'repart on Grant
Notley's rally speech in last
Thursday's Gateway. 1 dont
knaw where Mr. Notley got hîs
information about Syncrude.
but 1 believe he has been
misinformed. Perhaps he s in
possession of some secret
source of information he is not
telling the public about. But
sincehe has came out agaînst
the -secrecy- of the Laugheod
administration, I presumne that
the information he is utîlizîng
cames 4rom the same sources
that 1 have ta resart ta: press,
radio. and T.V. news.

Mr. Notloy cdaims (or at
leasf is reported ta dlaim> that
the $200 million învestment by
the province (and I quate from
Geî'ewa y), "involves 'an 82% risk
for the people of Canada and
Alberta' wîth the company put-
tîng 18% of the capital and
reapîng 70% of the revenues."
Hawever, accordîng ta the
publîshed facts of the agree-
ment betweeil Syncrude and
tho government of Alberta.
Alberta gets 50% of the cam-
panys net revenues in royalty
payments. Now. sînce Alberta is
a 10% partner in the ventuîre.
thîs means that the province wîll
collect an addîtîonal 10% of the
revenue, as well as havîng
continuai supervision aver the
boakkeeping end of the enter-
prise.

The fînancial participation
n the project is reported ta look
like thîs:

Alberta
Ontario

% of investrnent
capital supplîed

10
5
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