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~WHERE EiDUCATIoN FAILSIil BY THE EDITOR

L AST Sunday I attended a cburcb in a country town-for I had
Lijoined the migration from the big city and had gone "home"

for Thanksgiving. The hymns and the general service was
much the samne as wben I was a Sunday Scbool scholar in thât samne
congregation more than a quarter of a century ago. There were the
saine fathers and mothers-not aIl, of course, for there were some
vacant seats. Those whom I remnembered did not seemn te, have
changed much, for what matters a few more wrinkles and a shade
greyer hair? But wbat struck me most forcibly was the limited num-
ber of people between twenty and forty years of age. Eliminate the
visitors, and the rest were under twenty or over forty.

And I was led to wonder wby these people were content to let
their young folk go away to the hig cities to work and marry, and
to add to the city's population. Here were a number of people, owning
property which was growing slowhy but surely less vahuable, because
the population of the town was dwindling. And not only was their
property getting less valuable, but the social
life of the town was becoming less attractive,
and things generally were showing retro-
grade rather than advancing progress. Yet ENCOURÀ
these people seemed to have no pangs of re- MrRolnB
gret, no ambition to stay the exodus, no visible ver wRowl a
desire to build up the community as thousands vr rts It
of newer cummunities ini the West are bcing of expressing my s
built up. In other words, the community itself Canadian Courier,
seemed like an aged man sitting in an easy seems to provide i;
chair b y the kitchen stove calmly awaiting that for ail phases of Ca
inevitable dissolution which cornes to aIl men him continued suc~
sooner or later. f- D ri1

'T H-IE pathos of it ahl appealed to me in a LJCadia sLLW u
A.new way. The problemn of the Ontario strong Canadianis

townt and village was presented in a new jyour drawing card
ligbt. Wbiat the cause? What the remedy? _________

Wbo the doctor?
The cause is complex no doubt.

Wrong education forms a large element. The -ligb School
is perbaps tbe greateat cause. It is educating tbe youing
people out of the towns, teaching tbem that tbe professions
are accessible, and offer great rewards. The Highi School
teacher is flot a native of the place, bas little sympatby with its pro-
gress or possible future, and is bent only on producing scholars wbo
will shine in the big business college, the Model an dthe Normial
schioohs, the colleges and universities. The Higb School teacher's
progress does niot correspond with the progress of the town; it de-
pends rather on the suiccess of bis pupils at the greater centres of col-
lege educatîin. His aimi, therefore, is to drive the yoting men and the
youing womenl out of town.

These tboughts led me to wondler if the Higb Scbooh should be
abolishied, or simphy reformed. Abolition is impossible perbaps, but
reformi should be, easy. Th'le truistee board might begin by saying to
the teachers: "Now, gentlemen, wve desire you to incu lcate into every
pupil in youir school that it is bis business to sa educate bimself that hie
wi Il behp) the town and the county to become bigger and greater.
Your couirses of study mutst be sucb that our youing men and womien
are fitted to take part in the activities of this town, and flot in the
activities of the big city. You will be hield responsible for the young
people yoti drive out of town." The teacbers would probably tbink
the trustees were crazy, but it would lead to a valuable discussion.

Dr. Robertson, in bis address to the Y.M.C.A. convention in
Toronto hast week, said that eduicationi should include tbree depart-
mients-domnestic science for the womnen, wbo managed the homes;
nature stuidy for the farmers, miners, fishermien, foresters, and men in
towns; and manuial training for men in industrial life. This in brief
is miy idea. Whyv sbouhd any country support three High Schools
whicbi exist for thie purpose of takîng the county's best young folk
and sending tbecm away toheilp bihid up other comnmunities? StilI
it is true that the {igh Schools of Ontario, except in a few of the
\viser cities, are simnply depleting the rural communities of their finest
human products.

0N THER reformis migbt also be made. Cbanging the spirit of High
.JScbool edutcation is not the only remedy. 'Flie spirit of the people

inust be changed. They mulst believe in their town and couinty
and possess a deteruliration to build it up. The man wbo buys a dozen
farms, dispossesses them of people and populates themn with sheep or
cattie only is a man who must be fought. The man who refuses to
Rend bis capital to enterprise and wilh invest only in first mortgages
is another person wbo sbould be tauight a tesson. The retired fariner
who goes to live in a smnall town and votes down every suggested
improvement and development mulst be educated te better sense.

The growth of the small towns in Ontario depends upon
growth of the population in the rural district surrounding it and
the growth of local industries. The men in the towns can do mu
farmers and encouraging thern to adopt such methods as will en
more people and market more products. The great factors bier
good local markets for ail sorts of farm products and first-class
îties for shipping.

The growtb of local industries depends on local patriotism,
ping facilities, supply of labour, and a first-class board of trade. ý
local patriotismn dies, the town begins to fade away. When'the 1
of trade ceases to find work to do, the town is doomed. Ten righ
men would hiave saved Sodom; ten determined, broad-minded,
otic men can save any one of the moribund towns and villag
Ontario.

N OT many years ago, I was speaking to an audience iii the fa
fruit valley of Nova Scotia, the 'Land of Evangeline, ai
pointed out as best 1I could that to my mind Nova Scotia

backward only because hier young men were flot encouraged to
at home. They were educated to, believe that success could b.
only by going to Boston or somne other New Englanld city. A
came to me after the meeting and thanked me for my criticism, s;

that it came home to ber, because she ha
brothers in the United States.

Yet to-day rural Ontario is getting
GEMENT much the same condition as rural Nova S

ittain, of Vancou- The farming population is flot growing
should, and many of the rural schools

e this opportunity only haîf the pupils they once had. The y
tis faction with thre men have gone to Toronto, or Buffalo ni
~he Editor of which troit, or to the great Canadian WVest. Is
a healthy mnanner Ontario content to be the breeding-place

radian lUeé. I wish the schoolhouse for a few large cities or fc
newer provinces? Is rural Ontario, willi-

ess in Mis efforts." pass through the distressing stages N
of Welland, says: have marked the recent history of the ag
are overdoing thre tural sections of the New England Stateý

he question. Your of New York State? Surely not. Yet t'
Is certainly one of lîkely to occur unless the government oi

» tario and the business men of the Sn
towns waken Up and take measures to pr,

_________________it. It is time to cry "Wake Up, Ontaric

FEW wilI deny that there is more money to be made in agriet:Fin Ontario to-day that at any other stage in the history
province. There are also fewer privations and more pleas

T'le Agricultural College bas helped, and there bias been a ge
advance in ail farming methods. AIl that Ontario requires now iu
the young mien shaîl be taught to stay on the farin. Abolishinm
present Hligli Scbool and establishing agricultural High SchoolsV'
accomplisb much. A few years ago there was a buirst of enthuw
about teacbing agriculture in the rural schools, and at least twc
books were autborised. To-day in the village book stores odd c
of these text books are to be found upon the bargain tables, a
tribute to a short-lived provincial ambition. It is bard to say
sbould be bianged for tbis crime, tbe writers of the- text books
Minister of Edlucation, or the public school inspectors. There
cuiprit somewhere. If the Ontario Agricultural College is the st
ling-block, abolisb it and use the money to establisb the teachii
agriculture in rural schools. Transfer the experimient plots t(
centre of every towvnsýhîp, and bring this sort of education t,
farmer instead of asking bim to go to Guelph for it. At any rat
uis don sometbing to save the situation.

ep

TPUILDT up the agricultural commtinities, keeping the farming 1B> lation of ever~y township growing and the first step will be t
toward building up the declining towns and villages. The

step will bc to make the towns and villages belp tbemselves in
ways. Perbaps it mnigbit be wise to bave a Provincial Board of T
presided over by a Cabinet minister, to wbomn any discontented
dliscouraged town or village could go for advice and assistancc
could mnaintain a staff of experts, who were well up in industriaý
commercial possibilities, and these could be sent Out to give e.ý
advice as ta the metbods best suited to eacb community. One
mnight be advised to put in a hutge cheese factory, another a butte
tory, another a cannîng factory, another a knitting factory and s,

Thle other day I bought some apples in a Toronto grocery
whicb bad come ahl the way across the continent from Washii
Territory. United States apples from a Pacific coast state selli,
Toronto stores in competition with apples grown ini the greate.
wbat should be the greatest, apple province in North America-1
of it. I asked the grocer why. "Honest selection, scientific pac
and co-operative selling,> was the answer.

What value bas education for the farmer and the villager
unfits hiin to compete witb producers and packers two thouand
hundred miles away? Wbat value has physics, and trigonornetry
algebra and geomnetry if they do not fit us to take from nature
wbhich she is prepared ta give us if we bave but common sense?
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"I do not think you
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