"' “What might not the nation fear from this foreign. Prelate, who, forgetting his “dignity .

~its hopes of independence.. .. .-, -, \ oL
© 1 The.'Spanish_people are “fully aware, that the Decrees of the ‘Cortes have, no other

fatal consequences.  But such:has been the loyalty and obedience of the Bishops ‘and |

.even answering the Nuncio's' letters, .

REGUEATION. OF THE ROMAN CATHOLICS, ¢

-and the character of his mission, transforms the, Representative of the hcml of the Cliurel
-into an-agent of: petty interests, very ‘different from thoseof the primncy of order and
;jurisdiction which' belongs to his Floliness,” into u kindler of. feuds, which could end . in

j~,nothin? but a civilowar.” .Ihe imagination can hardly encompass -the muass- ot evils to
1

swhich he has-exposed.our afflicted nation, by-such-an unheard-of step. The - lesters imply
‘that he hud previous notice.of the resistance which the Chapter'and Viears of Cadiz, were
‘to make.s OF the object of - those dilatory measures . which the Bishops, now resident iw
.this town had agreed 'to adopt,. as-well -as of other steps which -were'in contemplation, =

. -tending to confirm ' that resistance, and to spread - it over the kingdom. . The plan being

.one, the interest the' sune, the medsures every where unelogous, it evidently appears , thae
the cflects of the ‘cooperation and support of the Reverend Nuncio, - mnst_bave been |
fatal to the representative body, and .to, the government oun which, the nution: reposes

scope but the combined support' of the - Catholic” Faith, and the ' temparal” prosperity
of' the kingdom: ™ To shake this just®conviction, and blast all ' the bopes | which” are
grafted on”it, was the object of thosc letters, und. those injunctions of secrecy “with
which the Most Reverend Nuncio supported the schemes of the Chapter of Cadiz.. This

~illustriols "personage hus, thierefore, been wanting to the rules of his office, to” the con- .

sideration due to the National Congress, and’ to " the ‘conlidence’ with which a - Catholic
nation ‘has sheltered him in its bosomn,=a nution :which now, 'more than ever, ' requires:

-the ‘most perfect internal union, if she is'to hope for success in her struggle with €yranny.

He has besides done a great injury :to the Christian Religion, whose intercits.he' pretends
to: promote, by inducing the loyul and peaceful Sﬁmmnrds‘m disalfection . and: resistance.

-Neitheris.the offence slight with' regard to the” Holy " Lather, 'whose. disapprobation of a

conduct so-openly at varience with ‘the: Gospel, is ensured “by his ‘heroic:virtues.” That

‘man insults “the religious principles of ‘the Pope,—who' ean’ suppose him' capable’of
“asserting in a foreign kingdom, the pretensions of ‘his-Court,-~nay, even his ‘undoubted.

rights, by encoura ing rebellion amongst the people. The tulse step of the Most Roverend
Nuncio Is one,of the greatest evils ‘which. the captivity ‘'of the “Holy Futher has' produced .
to our pious nation : -and nothing but the speciul care of Providence could ‘prevent its:.© -
the 'Chapters’ of Spain, that they have adopted the appavently uneivil course, of 'not

! However, this is not enough to appease my mind. . -The flame which-has been quenched
:s0 luckily might be raised at another time, and they might gresp at some opportunity of

dmposing upon the “loyality and exulted piety of our nation : and [should not be worthy
of the- trust “which’ the nution has reposed upon me, if "I did not provide against such.

‘ (lm‘;{;ér. What T could not wink at i a Spanish- Bishop, [ will not suffer 10 a forcign

Prolate, who' so -ill requites the hospitality and gencrosity of the, Spaniards. . I am ready,

to excuse the errors of what some people, are willing to call Policy:; but I cannot dissemble » ‘
to myself, that any degree of connivance in this particulur instance, would be highly -+ .-

- criminal; both from the injustice of " the det,” and the ruinous cousequences which it might

briug up‘on‘th\c po'gp;ry‘.“ o RS S

~ “Y'bear in mind the unwearied zeal with which our monatchs have defended theirown
authority against the pretensions-of 'the Court of ‘Rome. = The mere suspicion” that Briefs,

" mvight contnin ‘some: doctrines ‘or decrees ‘contrary to' the ‘privileges “of' the: Crown, has

‘been : deemed sufficient” reason- to stop- theircirculation, until they are ‘cxamined Tandi . -
approved by “Government. ~Whenever any relaxation'appeared to glide in'on this point, "~ ~.°
Government: has:instantly.applied a steady.hand to stop its progress. ~Qur history prescats

very awful examples of:this kind, which might:have becn a:warning to,the. most. Reverepd -

. Nuncio. . A. Government: which has_been so, jealous of its ‘unaltenable "rights, *is now
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.« THE REGENCY. of:the -Kingdom ;expected that Excel wing regard
- .to the public'character of &) Legate .of <his "FHoliness,, with which: you .are.aceredited,to

_ -Tegulated yotir
“your Excellency’

- by the captivity

doubly bound to -take the most effectual - measures against, an agent.of that same Court,

“‘who:by means of “intrigue- and -underhand . practices, endeavours to-promote-and: organize . - .- -

a religious and political schism, ‘which :might endanger, the security of the:State.' :These " .
reasons ‘have roused. my; justice :-'but, although : L. conceive. myself-, fullytauthorized.sto - . -+ .. -
excrcise it:on"the: Most Reverend! Peter;Gravina, . by ordering  him out of Spuin, gmd . %
seizing. his temporalities, , I - haveilimited - myself' ;to, command ithat, the following Royal " o
Decrer. be transmitied to him; and.this for.the reasons expressed thercini—: .. ¢

. mEomEE.. .

sected that: your - Excellency haviag .r

[H ' ¥

I

L

egard:
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a Nation'equally heroic. and: religious, ,would have kept.within the limits.of that character, © -~
forbearing 'to" abuse the_consideration with which, the Spanish™ government has continued
to.acknowledge' you in an’Embassy, the legitimacy of which ‘was ! rendered very doubtful,
aptivity of the Holy Father.and ‘of otri King Ferdinand VET. ‘as. well us, from’athec

His "Highness relied: on. the strong motives: which might and should hive |
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rivate - condact. *>But” he’ has .now, beheld with! surprige - the 'steps™ whicl
lias taken on -the affair of ‘the ‘Inquisition.”. 'When ‘o’ the 5th ‘of, Maircly,
te"to-the “President and Sji}i’fén‘i&:'? Council’ of "Ri day

circumstances

you preseated
a8

- Note'to:




