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'OF THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAX PROVINGES.. - 13

. remain tax our -highest statesmanship with social problem'ggty difficult to solve, the -
undersigned would yespectfully ask that no unwise, experiments: after the Trish iethod
~ shall without necegsity be tried in happy and prosperous Provinces, where the just
" authority of the.Crgwn and the supremacy of Parliament have fiever been disputed.

" Union was forced upon Scotland and Fngland by conditions which may ultimatély -
lead to a union between Canada and the United States 3 but 'in the case of Wova Scotia
and that-ProvineeZdo nét- exist. The two nations had a common frontier, and . for

. centuries they had Zbeen involved in raids, incursions, and great wars, by which their
populations were cdnstantly thinned and their resources. exhausted. But Canada has’
bad -no " wars- witlf Nova Seetia,. Prince . Edward Island, o Newfoundland. ‘Their '
‘frontiers are hundr@ds of miles apart, and until this Quebee scheme, which is rapidty ==
__—training their popudations to distrust and- hate each other, \é‘%s/pmpqundcd, they had
__—Tived in peace and friendship, as we trust they may live again €hen these intrusions have:
been abandoned and are forgotten. -~ __. .- . . ) .
... One great reaso why the Scotclh”consented, if they ever did consent, to give up their
separate legislature was because they had no colonies and but little foreign-trade. _Are
-we coerced by anyesiich necessity 2 With all the great Provinces of the Empire, with
these populous, Islgnds open to our enterprize, and with solemn treatics clothing. us in all «
foreizn countries with the ‘privileges and: immunities of the *most favoured nations,”
“  what advantages Tan these_ Canadians confér upon. us or take away that we should

" surrender to themfour revenues and submit. to- their domination ' Th& union - of the

two kingdoms wa§ facilitated by the.accession of ‘a Scotchmir-tozthe thiove, but we, ‘

- who for a-centurg have been fellow subjects of the same Sovereigns, are all unitéd under  —

one €rown to anzEmpire whose proportions we are-most unwilling to exchange for si== =
the hypotheticak advantages which we aré likely to gather when included, against our
will, in*this Quehec Confederation. v ‘ o '

We arésomefimes told that Holland derived strength -from union, but afier all her™..
struggles shciS no more free or happy than Nova Scotia. is now. And.why'did her
people unite ? 3 To free themselves from a larger country, a long way off,-which drained
their resources and denicd them self-government. Holland is an exmiple of what small .
states that lov2 libertyzmd=“go down to the sea in ships” ctn do ; and we, who foliow in

her footsteps,Sought not to be trammelled by connexions like those which it cost her the

best blood ofithe pountry to throw off. -

- Switzerlad [is loceasionally referred to, but Her Majesty’s Government would do well

~ to'remembef _’tﬁa{fNova ‘Scotiu is as large as Switzerland ; that her form of government
"' 35 better ;- that-our countics are more united than aré her cantons, and’ that we enjoy
.. .. besides thef alliance and. protection of a miglty Empire, which' guards us from iforcign :
aggression.Z Canadian domination would be as-distasteful as Austrian domination was to
Switzerlan@; and if established over our people without their sanction, a Gesler from the
'St. Lawrence mjght occasionally hear. the crack of a rifle, and be reminded that men -

\

“think of their bullets when their franchises arc denied. ’

. FEDERAL_SAFEGUARDS. :

'

There is one radical defect in this Quebec schieme of government which should not be .
overlooked. Np means are provided by which the=peopte, should it be found deféctive, .
can-improve it from time.to time; * Whenever a change is required they must come back .

. to the Imperial|Parliament. The wise framersof.the Federal Constitution ‘of the-United
“States provided at the outset the means by which that great instrument might be amended

- -+ :and improved, jand they gave to'the Supreme Court the power to decide all questions of
jurisdiction and authority, between the general Government and. thuse of the several
States.” No'sueh tribunal was created at the Quebec Conference, nor are any safe-guards
provided for [the protection of the Provinces; should’ their local legistatures_and the

Parliament at Ottawa come into collision. - | e~ , o
Though deinocrafic’in its origin, and in many of its aspects, the Constitution of the, -
. Upnited Statgs was wisely protected from ' the hazard of _rash innovation. It cannot be

changed or amended till ‘the alterations proposed fave been accepted by the people, and
' ratified by a two-thirds vote of* both Houses of Congress. . The_people of every State .
_+ " hdve their rights guarded by similar provisions,” The people of Connecticut have-their=
-2~ Fights andliberties thus guarded :— L o o e T
L« Art. 11.—Of Amendment of the Constitution. =~ . . - L
-~ % Whepever ‘a majority of the House- of Representatives shall deem it necessary to -
. alter or:jamend this Constitution they may propose such alterations or amendments,
which proposed amendment shall be. coﬂgﬁuedxo. the next General Assembly, and be
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