WELLAND CANAL.

Tho sottlers informed mo that from Sugar
Loaf up to the Grand River the iceinthe Lake
and bays breaks up much about the same time,
and that this year it begen to give way on
the 1st day of March, and finally clenved out
from Giraybicl's bay on the 22d of that month.
From such information as I have been able to
obtain, I learp that the ice lett Buffalo harbor
this yea, on the 19th day of April, a month af-
ter the lake was opon fiom Gravelly bay and
upwards on the Buiitish side. Last year the
Grand River and Lake near it were open amd
clear of 1ce on the 11th of April, and it is stated
wn a supplementary 1oport of the Board of Duec-
tors of the Welland Canal, that no vessel could
have entered the port of Buffalo from the upper
paits of Lke Erie, that season, el er than the
Lith of May.

By means of (he boat navigation texmed © the
feeder” the main cana) will be placed m connnu-
nication with .the Grand Kicery which is now
navigable for tvelve miles above tho Dam, and
it appears by the evidence afforded to a select
Cowmittee of the House of Asscmbly during
the Session of 1828, that at a moderate expense
it can be opened foi-boat navigation many unles
higher up, passing through < rich and populows
seetion of country abounding in timber of alf de-
scriptions, and which now exports ashualy a
large value in flour, ashes, pork, whisky, fum-
ber, gypsum. and other prodice,

By the feeder, the main canal will be placed
in commumication with the waters of thé Geand,
River helow Dunnwaile, as soon as a Tock shall
fine been erected i the Dam—and with tho
Niagara tiver abnve the Falls, and the poputous
and welthy settlements on its banks, it is.con-
neted by the Rivor Welland, which 16 abso na-
viedlile for at least 18 miles beyoad the Decp
Cur, juto the mterior ot the Niagary District

The Candl intersects neatly 50 niiles of couns
try, fectle and well setiled, and 18 acéesmible
from Lakes Erie and Qutario with Schooners—
Being chiefly intended o1 Ship or Schooney mwvi-
pativa, the shortest possible 1oute’ to its grand
western termination that offers a safe and conve-
nient habor onght to be adopted,

The atfention of the Legidlature of Upper
Canada appears to have been early attracted to
the important subject of uniting Lake Frie with
the occan—1In 1821 » Statute was passed autho-
rising tha eppointment ot a comuanssion * for
the pwpose of eaploring, smveying and level-
ing the most practicable routes for opening a
communication by Cinals and Locks betvecn
Lake Frie and the Eastern Boundatv of this
Provinee.”—That Commission reported early in
1823 in favor of v ship navieation thionghout,
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and considered it of the highest importance that
the nssistance of' Lower Canada should be ob-
tained.  Of this line, the Welland” Canal is the
ouly part-that hus been attempted to be opencd;
and it is gratifying to peiceive, that the undei-
taking appioaches towards a successful termina-
tion. To Mr. William Hamilton Menitt, the
Suporintendent, gioat praise is unquestionably
due for his undefatigable cxertions 10 aceomplish
the woik—though often placed in vory difficnlt *
situations. I hemtdy concur with Capt, Basil
Iali, in the opinion ho has expressed, “ that to”
Mi. Mentt’s “ perseverence and hnowledge of
the subject, as well s his great personal cxer-
tions this useful work stands mainly indebted fer
its success,”

A COMMERCIAL EMPORIUM.

Itis a circumstance greatly to be regretted
that Upper Canada semains destitute of a Com-
mercial Kmporium under its control, and to
whichitsaich and growing commerce could be
dnected,  The trade of this colony being at-
tiacted to Montreal and Quebec, diffuscs its * ge-
neral warmir”” over the whole of the sister pro-
vince—adibs to its wealth, its productive indne-
tiy, its power, and its population—and yicldsa
rich rovenne, ovel which we have not that official
control to whirh it appe ws to me that we are of
rizht entitled,  The meang of paying the interest
ad ultimately, the principal of a loan, which
would be sufficient to continne the navigation of
the Welland Canal, unbioken to the occan; is
in the hands of the sister colony, and chiefly
arisesout of the commerce of the ports of Mon-
tieal and Quebee, A further claim on the Le-
pistature of Lower Canad ¢ for assistance todes
feny the cost of the Welland navigation, seems
to me, under those circumstances, fait and rea-
sonable.
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Provided  the produce of the Upper Lakes
within the tevritaries of the United States shall
be allowed to pass though the Canal—the tolls
will be greatly angmented 5 a considerahle traf-
fic created : and the counfiies on its borders en-
tiched.  Toas by farthe hestand cheapest rowe,
even to the New York Marhet and wilt of course
1eeeive a pefeience.

The expenditure upon the Canal bas given'a .
large and wholesome cireulation to money, and
enviched many.  Villages are starting into ex-
istence upon s horders, wmud pew employment
is created for indisidual indusuy,  New capital
is attiacted and put in operntion; scttlers are
induced to pmehase lotsand commence improve=
monts, and the additional value of teir shill and
lobom will add to the weahh of the Piovince
amd the sttengthiof the patin,



