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belhadt even iauglhed at bier at first,- until hie himself -had taken a hand. Now hie
not only admitted failure but openIy deelared him nientally and morally deficient.

Perlhaps this view Of Oakley's was a littie bard, and bis oîvn failm'e nîay bave
contributed some,,ilat to bis hiarshness, but M.Nrs. Todd, in 51 ite of bierseif, almost
agreed -îvith hlmi. Thie filed fender before lier wvas onlv the outvar-d and visible

sig of an inward an4 spiritual gracelessîiess the Todd housebold lad suffered
under ever'since the boy bad cone. Hie was like sotîe nialicjous littie hermit
nouse %vho chose for the niost part an unobtrusive solitudîe tiiot as miore apt
titan Rot to culmnfate in somne sin.%II act of inischief, utterly upsettingr to îîouse-
hold sereflity. Sooiî after blis coiug, site reuîemibered, she.hiad returneèd from ai

aftrfloflof hopingto find bier rogm decked in disorderly brilliant festoons of
already witberin g flowers, where brigltcrainn roses predominated, and
,vlich toid bier at a glaîtee that bier dearly cberislied boxes'in the tiny conservatory
off the dininig root iîad been stripped rutbiessly bare. Shie remembered this the
miore piainiy as it was the flrst time bier indignation had gotten beyond ber self-
control, and James lîad received silently the first of a series of 'wel.deserved but
unprofitable punislieits.

yven then she haqd only struck biai because lier tenîper bad gotten beyond
hE; for site did not believe in corporal punisinnent, and ave on such occasions

as this, 'wben the enormity of thL, offense bad induced a swift retribution, she
lad taken the saner method of sending the cbild to, bis room to ponder in solitude
on the wrong that lie bad done. She wondered if bie ever did ponder on these
wrongos, if so imlperfect a sense of rigbit and wrong bad any rellective or repentant

7 quaitY. And as site %vondered slie heard
tbe front door open and close, and Oakley
camne down the bail and into the room.
She looked up at iai and sighed wearily.

- Wby, wbat's the matter, Hlda "Mr
A Todd asked. lias the boy been at it
[L agaitt Y

He as a handsome mian, well-knit and
oreet, and site evas fond of hîtu and bis

,Look at that, Oaly"sbe nwrd
pointing at the oîtraged fender snd the

t ift of' brass fiings on the heartbstone.
qI don't kuow %viit on eartli we are ever
to do with the boy."

Oakley iooked and swore softiy ounder
is breath.

"Lord, Hilda,"' lie said, "'do'?Y The boy
deevsa beatiug and lie is going to gelb

one. It's ail very weil for you to send bitu
< off to reflect, as 1 suppose you've doue now,

-but a cbild that does that sort of tbing
J does not reflect at ail. The oid-fasbioned

remiedv is the oniv one titat will inake hum
feland remember."
"'But wiil it not seetu incosistent of

lisY1I]have caîrefuly expiained to Iitu so
often wbiy lie îvas tnt whîipped, titat every
tinte îve îhip it I %vonder if we are not
doing îron."

'-No, we're doing wîrongr to let thisî
kind'of thing keep on. Witat on earth we
tonk Ihini for is more titan 1-1l ever bie able
to expiain to iiivself. In a vear wve eau
scnd ini away tc, school. Before then, i .-

expeet, bie îill blini dow'n the bouse aboit-
our sors. Do yoit suppose it wouid be too ,

tâte to tend hM to the Carsons for a little -

wliile? Tlîey seeiied anxious enlough- for
hina at first, and vou're getting ail tired
ott ith the citid.« I tiîink it's onlv fair
titat liïev siîouid stanti part of the bîtrden,
rdt.lie ias as imucit daim on them as lhe
lias on lis."

"I doit t know wbat we're ever going to
do itifi liniu OakIev, and I do isiithat
we ]lad1 let Saiand Janey take bim in
thie first place. Buit if we sbould go to
thiem uov wouidn't it look as if e liitd
no steadfastness of purpose "

"Steadfaqtness of purpose be ianged!I
aintgoiiig to see you inii ervoits pros-

tatin just for a littie thing like titat.
Good Gracions! What's that? I1 toid you

î The wild scream of a frightened servant
souinded froin the floor above. Oakley Todd

a daslted out of the roomt t take the stairs ~-
at a ruish, ieaving bis wife standing with
one liand pressed against ber beart...

Fr a momîent or so tliere were ominous
1inili- lco and frto aiîdthe runibling shîift of fîtruiture. Then a someîvhat dis-

hevelled Mr. Todd returned draggitîg by the colar a resisting, black-srnutched
* littie boy. C " hvDhObuebreddw bu

««Jîai 1 Isaid!" panted Mr. Todd, %'eIl]lvth osbundow aot
Our ealS. No, donît Le frightened, a pitcliir of water put it ont. But the curtaitis
aire t'iiled att(] t1lieacrpet soaked. The boy's a perfect littie devil."'

Jaitnt bbed tuie back of a blackened lîand across lus ilooîtt.li.e looked
PU7Zled. but fuiis tinue was plainly frigbltened.

"I vasf !litig a fire in my locomotive," bie said, as if haif ini exploittion and
hIina.p)oiog.

"Plat -I tics it, said Mr. Tadd sai agely. «If Carson j5 foel enlougli to taloe Iiiii,
Le hahha' e titt.Thte countrv-s tuje place for a childaiho"

Wle r.Todd wrote Janc'y Cars-oni that inighit, liowNe%-er, she tliottglît it, otly
'fair ta gi\.e tht' arsons soute hit of the truasrea,~on of tlie ir reqie.t cantd a. fai .
'. ariiut of fil robhim tlicv would utîdertake sltould tltev tu'.', at this tâte date,
Consent ta rî'ciej' tiu icorrigiblce 1 liew'.

"'le i,. cold, iiiischievouis andl #lky," sIte wrote, "and I aum afraid voitld bave
a bad iiifhîîicive on voler tw-o swieet liîtle girls; but ou reýaîtrces and ouîr patiene
are b0at 'tl ndt, andl intless voit core ta tî'y the experi'iit. ive shiahhav-e ta
snd hlinOwiY as soon as possible to saiie sciool wlere tltey 1,110w li'..to

*iiiaflaOw stîe1i bovs.."
bc, ,Il. ~aidi rrs. (Carson, îvblen she iîad read thiraui t tus su ed, 'thiey're

atn-tt. fltensd of the(Ir ropt' six moxtîs snrter than x o1si iîev
SWcoud Le. a i w -ecan lhave hini. Thsev shant get hitu oagain, sl1ah ti lev, Sainnivy3

head' ('t tiiit an(] humeirons. infolded hiiîuel f fri ai jt lca n chaj at the
hed f thi- table, and coming round, Lent over ]li wife's shîouidt'r ta kiss ber.

XOU let thîe an't Janey." hie said. "~lsiuaeta r ake l
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if we take bimi at aIl. Wbat do tbey say about bim? Wbhy, Janey, girl, wb&t on
earth are you crying about"

Mm. Carson turned blue eyes tîtat struggied betiveen lauglîter and tears te ber
bueband's face.

"Oh, just the tvbole thing)" site said, slipping ber itand into lis. «Just those
good, proper, dutiful idiots and, titat poor fananrt little scrap. Hilda must bave
suffered torments. You know- ditv and fairness are b ,hbbieýs of lter's and site
writes nie that 'James' as site cails hint, in addition te uiauy other thingu, je
'cold, miscitievous and sulky.'"l,

"WlielI, I guess be is" said 1&. Caron.

«Certainly, 1 mean what 1 oay. Isn't it about time you were off ta achool
kiddtes1"-

The littie Miss Carsons blusbed and put down their suspended spoons. Wheir
tboy bad said good-bye t'vice around, atnd the Carsons wvere left atone, Carson
drew bis chair close up beside bis wife's.

"I mean exatly 'wiat 1 say, Janey," bie said, "and if we are going to take the
boy w-o must utake up our minds ta it. Wo undoubtedly shall fiud hiun ail of
those unpieasant tlîings, and it w-H upset tliings and spoil tito kiddies' mannera,
but if you are game te try it, 1 arn."

"But 'cold,' Sam!"
"',Veii, I know, but 1 really tbink lie will be cold. You il have te soak bim

in that solutiond of yours, Janey, and then ivo eau 'peel liiî."
"Peel him Y" asked Mrs. Carson sus-

piciously. "W'bat solution"
Samn Carson's buinorous utoutit twitcbed.

«Oh, the sainie you soaked another crank
in,' be said.

"<Dont tease Ttc.," site said. "Wbat on
earth are you talkiuîg aboutY"

"Love," Mr. Carson wvispered, and pusbed
back lus chir. -1bu ev lilgo up and
et bimt iis afternoon, if you say se."

<'You'd better teisphone theni," said Mms
Carson, "and thiea bring him lbere as late
as you cai. I mvont sanie chance to get
bis room readv-. The ciîildren's room is se
nice titat bis îviil seemn pretty haro to hlS
at first, I arn afra id."

"lie probably won't notice it one way or
the other,' said Mr. Carson.

oWés, ie wiih, Samt. You know as wel
as I do tiiats part of the whole tiîing. Il
lie is ever going ta be proud either of blm.
self or of us, w-o must give Iiai soînetlîing
to be, prond of. 0f course I don't know,
neyer having liad a son before, but frai»
wlat I've seen of otîter peoi)ie's boys, 1
should say a boy took as mucît satisfaction
in a room of Lis own as girls do -in theWé';
altîtougit, of course, in a durerc'nt way.

Sa ail thînt day Mr%. Carson ntoved, shift.
ed and arranged, pousing to view l' ier efforts
froÎhi tinte taetinte, ami tri-Yrg fli very
difficuit feat of iitaginiug liers('if a littie
boy of si-x. Buttt -Iten site camne dowustairs
fromn tueling lier new problent inta Led, se
s3miled in hatppy triumplh at liter itusband.

"lWeIi, bow did voit get on?" S-im aske&»
"fou wil admtit lhe's not deniî'istrative."

«No, poor littie sou],,lhe isn't," said Mrs.
Carson, "but I got at hit t'well enougit.
I think we rathër puzzle Iiii, Sain and tiiat

. Ie wiI1 bo good for two or tItres days w-ile
loe wonders aboutt us. I never suiv such

-. a child. Al l hs etuotions seem te bave
bben replaced by a sort of pas.sive rosis
tance. I aettuaiy bl tot put bis arme
around xny ncck myseif wlien I kis-ed bini
good-nigiit. lie doesî't know viiat au

-, bonest l111- la. But you îvait ard see, Sam;
1 amn going ta teacl iiîm."

For twa or tltree diva tliin-gs wet
- moothly enougli. .biniîiv, as lie liad been
-~reciiristened, cnî'pt aboitaw'tuckii a

strangre new w-orld. 'The little suburban
tao'.n seented taehiithte wiidest open count-#
try, and the peoplaeut eaiess, happy-go-iucky

-beingom. lie said littie toaiativîie, and bis
-smnalt cousins, preîîured and enger ta wel.

coulie himu a, . -liter, werme sîîrprised
- . - antld dsaîîpointed atils -siiit rejection of

tue affection tlmey fraîtkiy offered.
Jîmmie isn't used te little girls," tîteir motîter explained to tbem, cand yau

must preter.zlnnt to notice if lio isî't inice ta you."p
But as thue qtran.geuess w-are away, the old imp of sulent misclîlef retîîrned te

jîmmie ILittle titings disappeared front titeir familii:r places,simili trifle4 were
fouîîd broken, and here and titere a door or panelbue the devastating hier
o It putes of reRtiessa aclustomeul littie lbandis.

I "îtess it's yoîir titra now, at" said Mrs. Caî--ou.
lite toid hlm of grawing outrage.

'-A11 righîit," said Samt couupioetiy, "sentd hlm ahaoiuîg."
'.Voit îon't hurt, Iin, tvill yon, SamY" said Cr. arson.
(Corson grinued expoîti.ivelyv. "'Not unltess lie Beeds if," lie sa id.
Mu-s. Carson brouglif .iiiniv itathe 'oaîtt with lier at-ni about bis shouider.

At tuie doorw.ay siW'sfooped, kissed Iim and leff lîim ta lhi, fate. 'l'lte oid trouble
-w:s in Jimniii's etvs and thte aid look of still1 uuî-oiiprelendled terror on bis face.
WVitli bis liands belint i hm, lie pickeil autd tvised at tite portiere.

.luîîuuys eyes souglut the floor, buit ie did nttt aitswer.
«I wa-out ta tohk tauyoit, Jtut.Suppjose voit rotuie ov-er hîcre near me."
Jininmv did not loo0k up, but dra-ged laggaird fvet rts the flonr. Wlten lie

rearhied Ctrson's si<le, Carson liii(nd over aud swiung Iim autirelis lap with a
trttIt int startiesd and pieastd itnieb naively and secuetly supposed titat

(o'-oui amquired it in tilflng the soul.
"eLooklivhre, Jit "le oaid. I want you ta listen ta lue very cars fully; wvil

you "
latue surprise at Ii 5 new situation, Jimmy noddvd.
"WeiI, this is it, Jimnmy' boy. You've cornelitere tu stuiy for ai'.vs. Duoyan


