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CURRENT NOTES AND COMMENTS
0F INTEREST 10 THE TRADE.

From varicus quItrters corne
The Stafe encourging reports cf the
cf Trade.

state cf trade among Cana-
dian bock and statictnery dealcrs. Business
is more active, and dealers are inclined te
put their stocks and stores in better shape
in prospect cf a good Autumn and
%Vinter tirade. Tis is a feature which
lndicates that dealers are taking a more
iropeful outlock than for seveal years past.
Tirere is a distinct demand for better
stationery, and, in clcth.bound bocks, sales
are made now which would nlot bave
been deemned possible a few seasons age.
Thre saine is trac of fancy goods. and im-
porters have donc weIh witb limes cf superior
articles.

Encouraged by thre prospects, Tuz BooK-
SELLER AN~D STATIoUER proposes te inake
its next issue a special one, in which cvery
tributary branch cf the trade wili be deait
wjth, and the features cf the conxing seamon
in stationery, books, fancy gcods and waU
papers be brought eut. Look out, therefor,
for the September issue 1

Copyright Thre Copyright Bill bas
and RIs passed Parliament, and only
Effects. awaits thre consent cf the

Imperial authorities te becomo iaw. There
is said te be no dcubt tirat such assent wil
bce given. la future.. therelore, every pub.
Ilairer of a book copyrighted in Canada caui

cxclude every other editien cf that bock
except thre copies brought in fer librairies.

New ttut thre Canadian publlsher iras is
mnarket on certain bocks, it may be well te
consider wirat ire will do. For instance, bce
iras it in bis power te lnsist that the retail
price cf such bocks sbaUl net b,e cut.' He
rnay aise refuse te sedi te departmcnt stores.
wiricb are steadihy demnoralizing thre bock
trade. beti ini Canada and in the United
States. It is said tiat the department stores
always managé te get a supply. That may
be. But we believe aise, that, if a pub-
lisirer bas thre desire, ire can prevent bis
bock being slaughtered by thre departnIent
stores, te tire manifcst injory cf tic regular
dealers. As te increase cf price on paper-
bound copyrights. there may bc. as we
pcinted eut a montb or two age, seme
increase due to lncreased cost of papier,
wages, materials, etc. But thre market wil
enly stand a certain price. and tiere will be
competition enougir amcug Canadian pub-
lishers bandling diffèrent bocks te keep the
price dewn te a reasonable figure.

Meantinre, tire publishers now for thre
first time ln the iristcry cf Canada given an
exclusive market for certain bocks ought
te do ail ini their power te heip tire regular
trade. Booksehhing is a profession, and thre
men wiro scli bocks sbould be encouraged
by the men who publish bocks. That is,
tbey sbould mot be cut under by tire dcparý-

ment stores, which do nothing to tducale
the publie to appreciate good books, and
might as weIl seli by the yard or the pound,
as far as the art of bookselling is involved.

Penalty for At thre late session of Paria.
Infringement ment. Mr,. McCartby, member

for North Sirncoe, presented
a bill amending the Criminai Code te
punish -forgeryý of copyright." Tis bill
drew sornie stringent provision% puniihing
those wbo infringed copyright without thre
authority of thre cwner of thre copyright. It
woold bave made everyone willully guilty
cf tis offence hiable to a beavy fine or to
ixaprisoninent and thre infringing copies
would be forfeited te the owner of thre ccpy.
right. flot this bill did not become law
and was dropped. The situation hardiy
seenis te cati for any such law, since thre
present laws are quite equai to, tihe psotc-
tion cf copyright books. The new law, for
example, giving copyrightc on certain bocks
te Canadian publishers, makes it incombent
upon the Custocms authorities te seize any
English editioxis wbich are iniported lu
quantity. No doubt a list oflthe new bocks
copyrighted under the new law whih bc
posted up -for the benefit cf Customs
appraisers, se that ne infringenrents can
corne ' i. If any are lrnported in ignorance
tbey lwould simply be confiscated when the
entry was presented te thre Customns. As
for anycne in Canada attemptlng te issue
editioris of tircir own, illegally. in spite cf the
fact that an authorizcd eition was already
being issoed in Canada, it 'is almost im-
possible te suppose such a thing. Anyway
t1herç 1; ample ground under thre present law


