THE CHURCH

their co-operation, for in their goed we
get good.

But to come to five years ngo, when
our new Chureh was erected— He shall
build the temple and have the glory,”
was, you remewmber, the text on that ocea-
sion.. How have the fears and fore-
bodings of that period been happily
overcome, through the efforts of our peo-
ple, country and town.  How the poorest
and farthest-off settler came forward
eager to aequire a =cat in the Church of
his Fathers, and how the mighty debt
that threatened, like a millstone, to
orush or to be transmitted to posterity,
was rolled off, within one year, by gener-
ous subscriptions, you know. A Church
free from debt to reecive the gratujations
of her children and children’s chiklren,
and to send the Gospel to her country-
men and to the Heathen, as well as to
accommodate her own members, is a
vomely spectacle, and we have to thank
(zod for the work accomplished and for
more since!  We do not boast, but we
bless God that this new Church has not
been a failure—no division—no heresy
charged upon us—ve have not been con-
tent werely to live, but have sought to
exert an influence for good, te spread
the sweet name of ‘Christ, and to excite
to liberality and zeai; and we have not
been exclusive, maintaining a separate
interest and vefusing intercowrse with
others; on the contrary, we have both
given and received, and therefore may
reckon upon the sympathy of other relig-
ious bodies} this catholicity is suvely
better than exclusiveness, and it is the
Spirit of the Gospel.

Five and twenty years! T am not so
presumptuous as to pry into the future.
Ministers in this country, in the Scotch
Church, scldom see thewr jubilee; but
twenty-five years of pleading with God
and men, preaching and addressing, or
catechizing in the "country, what fruit,
what.account { for at last ministers have
to give in the account of their labours,
which must turn either to the profit or
harm of their heavers. This was wmy
first settled charge, you then my first
love. Wot with Paul, bave I any cause
to say, * these hands have ministered to
my neeessities,” but yet I may aver, © 1
have coveted no mau's silver or gold or
apparel,” stuck to my profession, and
sought no worlily ends, neither political
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nor pecumary, not yours, but gyoi, I
rejoice in the prosperity of this town and
of this congregation; the Iatter has
reached large proportions.  Upwards of
200 families of town and country wait
upon our ministry,-—what strength,
energy, activity and devotedness are re-
quired for such 2 multitude! It would
more than tax human effort were it to
be attempted in all its greatness, but
both town and country must exercise
forbearance. Elders must be added, and
after all, patience and toleranee shown,
for it is quite possible that some outlying
{)]zwe or individual be overlooked ; but
ct the regular diets of preaching be
attended to in this place, and wherever
announced in the couvutry. It is from
the pulpit that ministers best instruet;
they prepare beaten oil for the Sanc-
tuary. ‘Thatis now a constant labour
with us, which nothing but a vacant
Sabbath can remit. It is in your power
to fucilitate labour and to encourage the
Iabourer, in short, to help forward the
work. Every memberean doso. How
many of Paul’s hearers, in Romans, 161
chapter, his Urbanes, Amplias, Hermases,
and Marys were only lay helpers, and
vet they furthered the winistry. It is
then only the field can be properly cul-
tivated, when Sabbath School teachers
generously come forward and instruet,
when volunteers aid at the prayer meet-
ing, when our choir leads in the servica
of song, when Elders in their stations
and fellow-workere together with them
Iabour, and when the people yield obe-
dience thereunto, instructing their own
households, an.. governing themselves by
the lessons of the Banctuary. O how
pleasant then ! our success is yours, your
cdifieation is onrs. Every one that
joins the Lord’s people is so much
gain. Each convert isa crown in the
an of Christ.- A minister’s rewards are
certain, though they be not silver and
gald, but they are ehiefly to be found in
the day of Christ.  Ilis converts are his
Jjoy, apostates & loss. Ah! brethren, what
need of prayer ; prayer to nphold, prayer
to fetch down the blessing. Not with-
out prayer have.we laboured hitherto,
and we invite your co-operation herein.
“ Brethren, pray for us,” for we trust we
have a good consoience in the work;
pray for us, that the word of the Lord
may have free sourse and be glovified.



