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yet," said Wardle to the tail ganiekeeper. "Live and learn you
know. They'II be grood shots one of these days. 1 beg niy friend*s
pardon though ; lie hias liad some practice.>

M r. W'inkIle smniled feebly over bis blue neckerchief in acknow-
ledgment of the compliment> and iii his modest confusion, grot
hiirnself Sa mysteriously entangled xvith bis gun, thiat if the piece
hiad beeni loaded, lie must inevitably hiave shot hiniself dead on the
spot.

Y'ýoti nutsn't hanche your piece inii tat cre way, when vou
conie to liave a charge ini it, si*"said the tail tgani*keeper gruflly,

"or> I'ili daniincd, if voit %on't niake coId nîcat of sonie of us.">
Mr. Winkle thus aidmionishieci, abrupt]v altered its position, and,

ini so doiîîgcontrived ta bring, the barre] of his gun into pretty sharp
contaict ivithi Mr. WehIer's hcaid.

Hello !"said Saîn, picking up, bis bat which had beciî
iocked off, and rubbing his temple, "hlello, sir!1 if youi cornes

ini this way, you'hI fil1 one of themi bags, and somnethin- ta spare, at

onîe fire."
Henceforth Mr Wardlc and Mr. Winklc proceeded quietly o11

ahiead, for the dogs wcre pointing. Te ry -ently indeed would they
have ivanced il Mr. Winkle, in the performance of somne very

- ixîtricate evolutioîis with hNz gun, lîaid not accident.illy, at the niost
critical niomient, fired over the boy's head, esazctly ini tfic very spot
whlerc the tait nian's brain xvould have been, had lie been thiere

instend.
'<X1iy, vat on eartbi did you do that fr ?' said old

\Vardle, uis the birds fiew uiiha.riied aw.ay..
neyer sa"' ,iuch ai gunîii ny hvife," replied Mr. Winklc,

lookin- ait tie lock, as if that wvouId do any good, <'it goes off of

its ovn accord. If. iill do it."
11I wish it wvould kii -;oiiietliii of its ovn accord,"snpd

the irritated XVardlc.
Niceanwhile, on they continued, Mr. IVinkile flasliing, anîd

blazing and srnokzii away wit1îout producing ziny niaterial

resuits worthy of being noted, sonîetinies cxpending his charge
in niid-,-air, -and, at athers, sending if. skiniming along so near

the surface of the ground as ta place thc lives of the two dogs

op a rather uîîccrtain and precarious tenure.


